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PART 1 - NOV. 1, 1928 to DEC. 31, 1945 


HISTORICAL EDITION 


Part 1 - November 1, 1928 through December 31, 1945 


Nokes ’n Tune found guilty of 
fox hunting on the Lord’s Day 


The Pepperell Free Press was 
established in East Pepperell in 
1928, with its business address 
listed as Townsend. Publisher of 
the weekly newspaper was A. L. 
Leeman. The cost per issue was 
four cents. 


1928 

November - The Oak Hill Im- 

provement Society held a Whist 

) Party in November at their Hall on 
Boynton Street. Emest Melendy 
won first prize with Mrs. Newton, 
the booby. Nearly 90 percent of 
registered voters cast their vote in 
the presidential election. Out of 
the 1200 votes, 854 helped to 
elect Herbert Hoover as the next 
President of the United States. 
The Pepperell Town Club Annual 
Hunt Banquet was bigger and 
better than ever with the 
Honorable George T. Keyes, Rep- 
resentative Elect, principal 
speaker. 

December - In December, Silas 
M. Nokes and John F. Tune of 
East Pepperell were brought 
before Lowell District Court 
Judge Frederic Fisher for hunting 
foxes on the Lord’s Day. The men 
were found guilty and fined $10 
each. 

The Historical Society met at 
Lawrence Library to review 
several valuable additions to their 
collection including a fine framed 
engraving of Abraham Lincoln 
from Edgar Blake. The Legion 
Auxiliary held its annual New 
Year’s Eve Ball at Prescott Hall. 
The Town Club sponsored the 
Christmas tree at the corner of 
Canal and Main Streets with its 
decorations the delight of scores 
of Pepperell children. 


1929 


January - In January, Henry F. 
Tarbell sold the 1890 Aldine 
Block to the New Hampshire 
Bond & Mortgage Company for 


Townsend 
Street when 
the Red and 
White Store 

was operated 
in what is 


now the § 
Community 
Church Hall 
and the Post 
Office across 
the street. 


$20,000, one of the largest real 
estate transactions ever. Fire 
threatened the Uptown Post Of- 
fice located in the Heald Street 
home of Mss. Lula Bancroft. 
February - A hearing was held 
in February on the Pepperell Road 
Bill, which would call for the con- 
struction of a trunk road to the 
New Hampshire line. The road 
would open.a route to Worcester, 
Springfield, and New York. 39 ar- 
ticles appeared on the Town War- 


crackers escaped with $500 stolen 
from the combination grand store 
and grist mill owned by George 
A. Shattuck. The Pepperell 
Women’s Club presented, “‘Peg 
’?O My heart.”” The Town Forest 
Committee set out 5,000 pine 
trees in the Town Forest located 
between Elm and River Roads. 
June - In Jiine, the Boston & 
Maine Railroad petitioned the 
town to replace existing wat- 
chmen and gates at the Groton 


The Pepperell Free Press was established in 
East Pepperell in 1928, with its business 
address listed as Townsend. 


rant including $18,000 to gravel 
Hollis and Nashua Streets. The 
$30 million Bemis Brother Bag 
Company located in Pepperell. 
Henry Tarbell, founder of the 
First National Bank in Pepperell 
in 1902, died at 67. 

March - The Pepperell Road 
Bill was defeated in March, as it 
was deemed ‘‘inexpedient’’ to 
legislate. In order to gain passage 
of $8 million Bond Issue Legisla- 
tion, party leaders agreed to allow 
no new trunk roads in the current 
legislative session. It was gen- 
erally agreed, however, that the 
road would be of great merit to the 
State. 

April - The Lawrence Block, at 
the corer of Groton and Main 
Streets, was sold to Nashua busi- 
nessmen in April, for over 
$13,000. The block was built in 
1887. The Pepperell Town Club 
agreed to hold a two day celebra- 
tion of the Fourth of July. Rever- 
end Edward E. Small was re- 
appointed for the eighth time, as 
pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

May - The Pepperell Junior 
Band performed admirably in a 
May concert, under the direction 
of Joseph A. Thibeault. Safe 


Street crossing with automatic 
signals. Many townspeople pre- 
ferred the watchmen and gates to 
the proposed light. Two weeks 
later, two children narrowly 
escaped death at the very ‘same 
crossing when a watchmen hur- 
Tied them across the tracks, a feat 
not possible by a stationary light. 


July - The Fourth of July 
celebration sponsored by the Pep- 
perell Town Club was held at 
Riverside Park in East Pepperell. 
Events included a caterer, band 
concerts, vaudeville, moving pic- 
tures, dancing, baseball game, 
midway, amateur boxing bouts, 
bonfire, trap shoot, and a $4,000 
fireworks display. The new 
Monroe Stores department store 
opened its doors and the Atlantic 
& Pacific Tea Company moved 
into larger quarters in the Aldine 
Block. 

August - A fire of unknown 
origin in August completely 
wiped out the Lawrence Farm 
buildings on Nashua Road. Dis- 
appointment was felt by many 
when Pepperell was informed that 
the crossing gates at the Groton 
Street railroad crossing would be 
replaced by flashing signals. 


September - In September, the 
Pepperell Odd Fellows selected 
“Her Step Husband’’ as their an- 
nual dramatic presentation. A 
Montachusett Regional Con- 
ference was held at Whalom Park 
with high hopes for resolutions 
that would lead to the betterment 
of the area, Miss Evelyn RB. 
M&Mahon.was chosen ‘Miss 
Peppérell’’ at the Friday Dance 
held in New Lawrence Hall. 

October - Police Chief Robert 
Farrell was exonerated in October 
of charges alleging ‘‘acts of 
discourtesy ’’ while routing 
machines on the street, brought 
against him by Lester McDuffee. 
A Prize Dance was held at New 
Lawrence Hall in East Pepperell. 
A bam dance was held at Prescott 
Hall which included milk drink- 
ing, pie and donut eating contests. 
A fire swept the New Lawrence 
Block shortly after 200 dancers 
had left the hall, causing $30,000 
in damages. Fire Chief Grant 
Palmer and his men were highly 
commended for their actions dur- 
ing the conflagration. 

November - In November, the 
Pepperell Women’s Club met at 
Odd Fellows Hall and held a 
“most spirited and interesting 
meeting.’’ The Middlesex County 
Extension Service showed the 
film “Behind The Front’’ at the 
Town Hall. An educational film 
was shown in addition which local 
director Trescott T. Abele stated 
was full of ‘‘exceptional scenic 
beauty °’ and ‘‘much valuable in- 
formation.’’ The Pepperell Board 
of Trade reorganized with its aim 
the betterment of the community. 
The Pepperell Town Club held its 
Annual Hunt. 

December - December saw the 
production of ‘“The Bride Breezes 
In,”’ given by the Mother’s Club. 
The Parent-Teacher Association 


Continued on page 3. 


The 1940 student body 
at Pepperell High 
School and members of 
the last graduating 
class before the school 
was torn down and 


replaced by the Peter 
Fitzpatrick High 
School. 


See pages 14 and 15 
for more class photos, 


The Pepperell Free Press- 
64 years of uninterrupted 
Pepperell news reporting 


PEPPERELL - From its first publisher Charlie Johnson in 1928 
to the present publishers Frank and Gertrude Hartnett, the Pepperell 
Free Press has enjoyed 64 years of chronicling the events of this 
once rugged mill town and now thriving bedroom community. Walk 
with us back through the pages of the Pepperell Free Press as we 
witness Pepperell in the great depression, then as she prepares to 
send her children to war and rejoices as they return. : 

The Free Press was given birth on November 1, 1928, by Charlie 
Johnson, a man already publishing the Townsend Times. The Pep- 
percil Free Press is kind of a younger brother to the Townsend 
Times, which began publishing on December 27, 1922. Charlie 
Johnson was a remarkable man who spent all but 14 years of his 
whole life on crutches or in a wheelchair because of crippling polio. 


According to his first editorial 


it was the pi of the weekly 

“We believe a —_“‘to serve the public in a notewor- 
newspaper should thy manner. We are. oe to 
i no cause, no theories, no doc- 

try to protect the trines. We have some beliefs. We 
public, that — pelieve a newspaper should try to 
according toits protect the public, that according 


to its rights,it should seek the most 
good for the greatest number.’’ 
His first issues were 6 page, 7 
column regular size newspapers 
printed on newsprint. They sold 

for 3 cents and were mailed for 1 
EZ cent postage, 

The big news in that first issue was the 1928 presidential election. 
The front page story announced that 254 of the town’s 1408 eligible 
voters had newly registered in October. Charles’ comment was, 
“Pepperell, a thriving little mill town, can well be proud of the polit- 
ical spirit sown among its citizens.’” And he was not to be disap- 
pointed, for 1200 votes were cast, the largest up to that point ever 
recorded in Pepperell. 

The 


rights, it should 

seek the most good 

for the greatest 
number.” 


( S rtising man. Leeman had been 
involved earlier in the 1920’s as owner of the Townsend Times for a 
short period of time, but had encountered financial difficulties. In 
September of 1929, Elbridge Cann joined the co! ny as editor and 
by the first of January 1930, the Free Press listed Leeman and Cann 
as owners. The printing company changed its name to the Times 
Free Press Publishing Company. 


Ironically this was later to become 
the name for the IS as 

were, the 
ownership of Frank and Gertride The Free Press 
Hartnett eden Under Cann’s flourished under 
sate ao dobiel rae ing the direction ofthe 

’s influence ended abrupt- Hastings, reporting 
ly in October of 1937 when Mr. Many important 
Cann foreclosed on Leeman and events in 
took over sole of the - P. , 
. This : epperell’s history. 


PEPPERELL FREE PRESS 


64 Years Serving Pepperell 


Publishers 
1928 - 1930 Charlie Johnson/A.L. Leeman 
1930 - 1937 Elbridge Cann/A.L. Leeman 
1937 - 1952 Elbridge Cann 
1953 - Wilfred Burgess/Cedric Chase 
1953 - 1956 Bill Hastings/Charles Goodwin 
1956 - 1968 Bill Hastings/Peg Hastings 
1968 - Present Frank J. Hartnett/Gertrude Hartnett 
“The purpose of the weekly is to serve the public in a 
noteworthy manner. We believe a newspaper should try 
to protect the public, that according to its rights, it 


should seek the most good for the greatest number.’’ 
Charles Johnson’s first editorial, November 1, 1928 


“We have a responsibility to our readers to keep them 
informed on the news pages and to guide them on the 
editorial page and stimulate their interest and obtain 
their ideas on matters of common support.’’ 

Frank J. Hartnett, Sr.’s first editorial, April 18, 1968 


We hope you enjoy our commemorative edi- 
tions. Those of us working on them find the 
history of our towns mesmerizing. The one you are 
now reading details Pepperell from 1928 through 
the 2nd World War, ending in 1945. Special 
thanks go to my Aunt Doris Pillsbury, Kathleen 
Pena and Jean Palmer for their help with photos 
from the Historical Room at the Lawrence 
Library. 


This coming April will mark 25 years owner- 
ship of this newspaper by our family. Those 25 
years represent a sizable chunk of local history. 
We are proud of the role this newspaper and our 
family have played in recording the events of these 
times for generations to come. 

From Charlie Johnson (the first publisher) to 
my dad, Frank Hartnett Sr. (the present 
publisher), the Pepperell Free Press has filled a 
vital need and provided an essential service to 
Pepperell. There have been many times, through 
the years, when the Pepperell Free Press not only 
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reported the news, but played a role in creating 
that news. For that we are also proud because any 
newspaper lacking the courage to take stands on 
the important issues of the day just is not worth 
the ink it’s printed with. The First Amendment 
boldly claims the right of free speech for all, but it 
is the newspapers that preserve and protect and, 
indeed promote free speech. For without a Free 
Press there would be far less free speech. 

We are planning several more commemorative 
editions over the coming months. We urge our 
readers to give us a call or drop a line if you have 
any suggestions or comments as to what informa- 
tion or photos you feel could be included. Call 
Frank Hartnett Sr. or Jr. anytime at 433-8681 or 
772-0777. 

Watch for more Pepperell history (1946-1963) 
the last week of this year. We also will be starting 
Public Spirit history, Ayer, Groton, Shirley and 
Harvard, focusing on the years 1900-1920 the first 
week of December. 

Frank Hartnett Jr. 
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Main Street Bridge...Lost in the flood of 1936 as the paper mill stood the forces of nature, 


About this project 


ITH CABINET 
¥ AND DISHES! 


IT’S PORTABLE... You 
Can Use It Anywhere 


Anywhere you have a wall outlet. 
Cooks anything,any way, at home 
Or summer cottage. Cool, fast, 


inted From 
-< Ad Was Reprinte ; 
De papperall Free Press Files 


maw waar MUASLING, 


BAKING, BROILING, 


STEWING, TOASTING | SPECIAL 
AND FRYING... AT $1795 
LOW COST! 
$2 DOWN 


Insulated to conserve and hold 
heat. Roasts and bakes on stored 
heat — with current “off” — large 
part of cooking time. Handy for 
quick luncheons. Economical for 
complete family meals the year 


$1.33 a month 
for 12 months 


BROILER and GRILLE 


round, $5 EXTRA 
Middlesex County Electric Cog 


East Pepperell, Mass.» Z 


NEW ENGLAND BUSINESS SERVICE 


1952-1992 40th Anniversary 


THE EARLY Y. EARS Al and Frances Anderson started NEBS in 


their home located behind the Townsend library on Squannicook Terrace. 
Soon warehouse space was rented in the Odd Fellows hall and office space 
in what is now Pete’s Barber Shop. Later the business moved to a home on 
the corner of Main Street and Bow Street. To consolidate the expanding 
operations, Al bought the Collins Cannery in Townsend Harbor. The 
company was growing so quickly that an outside source of capital was 
needed that could also supply Al with additional leadership and business 
acumen to take the company to a higher level. In 1955, Jay Rhoads filled 
this need when he joined the company, and ten years later his brother 
Richard came to NEBS. The brain trust was forming that would eventually 
turn NEBS into the multi-million dollar international company that it is 
today. 


NET SALES 


(In Millions of Dollars) 
$250 


200 


150 


TODAY Nearly 50% of NEBS 2180 employees worldwide work at the 
Townsend and Groton facilities. NEBS strives for continual growth by 
introducing new product lines to keep up with the changing needs of the 50 
small business owner. These include the introduction of product lines for 
the florist, security, and contractor markets. The NEBS Main Street 
collection of greeting cards for small business and professional use 
continued to gain market share. 

On July 1, 1991 Bart Calder was named Chief Executive Officer, 
succeeding Chairman Richard Rhoads. These men follow the same 
philosophy that NEBS was founded on forty years ago...give personal 
service that meets or exceeds customer expectations. Another NEBS 
tradition is the belief in supporting the community. NEBS is working very 
closely with the BEC Coalition at North Middlesex Regional High School, 
supporting several youth athletic teams, the ambulance and fire 
departments and various other goodwill endeavors. 


81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 9091.92 


NEBS 
STATISTICS 


Number of 
employees 


2,180 


FUT URE NEBS plans to accelerate on-going programs to meet the 
highest standards of quality, faster delivery service to our customers, and 
low cost performance. Throughout the entire organization, a continual 
process of upgrading systems, technology and skills will be a priority of the 
highest order. 

NEBS is also committed to the environmental issues facing the world 
today. We have been récycling at our various facilities and are beginning to 
use recycled paper for our catalogs and products. 

NEBS’ challenge is to foresee the changing needs of small businesses 
striving to survive and prosper in their competitive market place. We will 
continue to capitalize on our two most significant strengths...our talented 
group of over 2000 employees and the goodwill of our over 1,000,000 
customers. 


Number of 


stockholders 4,100 


Number of 
active 
customers 1,195,000 


Number of 
facilities 


Basi es 


Continued from 1 

held a pleasant meeting at the 
Clara M. Shattuck School. The 
American Express Company 
moved its place of business from 
Railroad Square across the tracks 
of the B & M railroad. ‘‘Fossa, the 
man who soaks the clothes and 
not the public, wants to make 
Pepperell grow. To the first fami- 
ly having born to them a set of 
triplets, he will give a year’s 
washing plus $50 in cash.’’ Pep- 
perell merchants, having dec- 
orated their establishments in 
preparation for Christmas, anx- 
iously awaited the arrival of Old 
Saint Nick at a reception planned 
by the Town Club. 


1930 


January - In January, the Offi- 
cial Board of the Methodist Chur- 
ch held a concert which included 
performances by several Pepperell 
artists including Miss Viola 
Harris, Miss Hazel Chapman, and 
Urquhart Chinn. The Pepperell 
Board of Trade discussed the 
routing of traffic on the roads 
leading to town and possible plans 
to enable motorists to more easily 
find their way around. Plans for a 
bigger and better Fourth of July 
celebration were discussed by the 
Pepperell Town Club. 

February - Little interest was 
shown in the Town Caucus held 
February 10 with all office 
holders re-nominated save one. 
‘Ray Newell was chosen as collec- 
‘tor of taxes over Arthur P. Wright. 
‘Prominent in Annual Town 
‘Meeting discussions were im- 
proved highway signnage, higher 
power bulbs in street lights, and 
town highway construction. $100 
was voted to be raised to retain 
counsel for the town. The Annual 
Town Meeting recorded 698 votes 
cast with Otto B. Olsen chosen 
selectman and Ray Newell elected 
tax collector. 

March - In March, the Pep- 
perell Legion Bowling team again 
returned winners from the District 
10 bowling league contest, won 
“before a rather hostile crowd of 
rooters from Ayer.’’ The East 
Pepperell Opera House was slated 
to soon be on par with larger 
towns with the installation of 
equipment for the presentation of 
talking pictures. At a Special 
Town Meeting, it was:agreed to 
let the local American Legion 
Post to use the Varnum property 
as their headquarters. The high 
school was allowed to use 
Prescott Hall for basketball. A 
$100 was appropriate for the pur- 
chase of a public dump. 

April - Suicide claimed the life 
of 63 year old Elias B. Soule in 


April, when a 16 year old boy 
found the missing man seated in a 
stone culvert off River Road. In a 
most horrifying event, the life of 
66 year old Adelbert S. McNayr 
was tragically taken when he was 
trampled to death by a horse at the 
Isaac S. Whiting Dairy where he 
worked, The Cornell Bag Com- 
pany, rumored to be leaving Pep- 
perell, will instead increase bag 
production. Three year old 
Margaret Mary Obea was laid to 
rest having succumbed to bums 
received after falling into a pan of 
hot water while playing. 

May - In May, 1930 census 
figures for the town of Pepperell 
showed a population of 2920, an 
increase of 452 since 1920. 47 
farms were counted. The 81st an- 
nual hand fire engine season was 
set to open in Pepperell during 
Fourth of July festivities spon- 
sored by the Town Club. Mrs. 
Paul Maxwell was elected presi- 
dent of the Pepperell Women’s 
Club. The pupils of the Pepperell 
Public Schools presented a 
tercentenary program accom- 
panied by an enthusiastic musical 
program. As taxpayers bemoaned 
the costs of modem roads, they 
were reminded of the cost of poor- 
ly constructed road in terms of 
their effect on increasingly more 
expense motor cars. 

June - In June, a poll taken of 
Town Club members regarding 
the upcoming Fourth of July 
celebration resulted in a vote 
against the celebration. It was ex- 
pected that fireworks and a band 
concert would remain. In a 
Special Town Meeting, the 
selectmen were authorized to buy 
a Town Dump on Boynton Street. 
The town voted not to accept a 
report by the fire apparatus com- 
mittee recommending against the 
purchase of new equipment. The 
Women’s Club sent a good sized 
check to aid in helping victims of 
the Nashua fire. The check repre- 
sented proceeds from a card party. 

July - ‘‘Yeggs’’ broke into 
George Shattuck’s feed and grain 
store in July and made away with 
almost $200. A similar occurrence 
took place two months prior. The 

Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution made plans to work toward 
the restoration of the ‘Town 
Pound’’ on Heald Street, as part 
of the state’s Tercentenary 
celebration. The New England 
“Veteran Firemen’s Association 
held its muster in Pepperell on the 
date of the town’s 155th anniver- 
sary. The anniversary celebration, 
planned for August 23, will in- 
clude the dedication of a granite 
and bronze memorial tablet honor- 
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$100 appropriated for purchase of public dump 


A staple in Pepperell.......Back in 1929 the paper mill was an important part of the town economy and has remained a staple 


throughout the years, 


ing Pepperell’s soldier sons. 

August - In August, the incep- 
tion of Pepperell’s ‘‘present, effi- 
cient department’ was said to 
stem from the purchase of two 
hand pump engines in 1830. 
Twenty-five years later, the town 
purchased a hand tub formerly 
known as the ‘‘N.P. Banks,’’ and 
then re-christened ‘‘Pepperell 
Engine Number one.’’ 
Tercentenary Dinners and lun- 
cheons were offered at Broad 
View Manor on Mt. Lebanon 
Road, ‘‘Pepperell’s highest view- 
point.”’ 

September - Pepperell’s tax 
rate dropped in September, to $30 
per $1000, a decrease of $4.60 per 
thousand. 700-800 feet of lumber 
were stolen from the dance hall 
floor at Riverside Park, a fact 
reported by George Keyes. The 
culprits, from Worcester, were 
found with the boards stashed in a 
house near the covered bridge. 
Representative George T. Keyes 
was praised by the Boston Review 
for his display of sound judgment 
during the 1920-1930 legislative 
period. ‘“His record is above re- 
proach.’”” 

October - The Pepperell 
Women’s Club held a rummage 
sale in October, to benefit their 
scholarship fund. The Community 
Church Workers held their An- 
nual Sale & Supper. Super 
Heaters, sufficient to heat six 
rooms, were sold by Tar- 
box/Holbrook Furniture Company 
on Main Street for $79. 

November - The American 
Red Cross, ‘‘The Greatest 


This Ad Was Reprin 
The Pepperell Fre 


TED’S 
BOWLING 
ALLEY’S 


Now Open 


for the 
Season 


W. Scott Penney 
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* Int/Ext Painting & Wallpapering 
* Decks and Roofs 

¢ Kitchens and Baths 

¢ Frame to Finish Carpentry 
* Doors, Windows, Sidings 


Mother,” was active soliciting 
members. The needs placed on the 
organization was on the increase 
due to disaster relief and service 
to war veterans. The sale of 
Christmas Seals commenced 
which would serve to improve the 
health of many undernourished 
children. 

December - A mother and 
eight children barely escaped a 
raging fire in December, at the 
Wisnoski home on the comer of 
Hollis and Tucker Streets. Bill 
Chase was severely injured while 
he was working on a stationary 
saw at C.W. Smith’s Machine 
Shop on Hollis Street. While 
working with the saw, the table 
broke with the saw falling upon 
him. Five teeth cut through his 
head, to the bone. A permit re- 
quest by Lowell Gas & light to in- 
stall pipes to bring gas to Pep- 
perell, was defeated by voters at a 
Special Town Meeting. It was ex- 
pected that the issue would be 
brought up again. 


1931 


January - Upon the death of 
Representative George T. Keyes 
of Pepperell, Democrat Thomas J. 
Drummey, also of Pepperell, an- 
nounced his candidacy in January. 
Drummey retired last year, after 
16 years as postmaster, upon the 
appointment of Dana Merrill to 
fill the post. Selectmen Warren 
Fuller and Joseph Saunders also 
expressed interest in the state 
position. Arrangements were 
made for the upcoming Firemen’s 
Ball. George Dupaw was elected 


(508) 597-6637 


Acton, MA 01720 


ais) 


president of the Pepperell Town 
Club. 32,500 deaths resulted from 
automobile accidents in 1930, ac- 
cording to estimates by the Na- 
tional Safety Council. 

February - The February 
primary held for representative to 
the 12th district saw Dunstable’s 
James Kendall victorious over his 
Pepperell and Townsend rivals. 
He will face Drummey in the elec- 
tion. Pepperell Police Chief 
Robert T. Farrell resigned ‘‘to go 
to larger fields.’’ Voters at the 
Annual Town Meeting ap- 
propriated $7,000 for a fire truck 
and voted to allow Lowell Gas to 
lay gas mains. Kendall won Keyes 
seat in a February 17 election. The 
Middlesex County tax rate was set 
at $1.59 per $1000. Thomas 
Drummey won election as select- 
man. 

March - Daniel Curtin was ap- 
pointed Chief of Police in March, 
and was expected to continue the 
“‘clean up’’ of the town. Arthur’s 
Tailor Shop was robbed at gun- 
point with the thieves making a 
getaway with all of $6. Mr. 
Gracy Canney’s screams scared a 
would-be robber away from 
emptying the cash box at 
Canney’s Drug on upper Main. 
Pepperell speakeasy owners were 
arrested in a liquor raid. The 
Women’s Club held its 25th an- 
niversary tea. Illegal dumping of 
“‘most objectionable waste,’’ was 
a recognized problem along 
Lowell Road. 

April - The American Legion 
Bowling League ended its season 
in April, victorious. State and 
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local police arrested 11 in a 
Tucker Street gambling raid. The 
Married Men’s Baseball Team 
began preparation for the coming 
season. White Oil was selling at 
nine cents per gallon. 

May - Karl’s Diner on Main 
Street was damaged by fire in 
May. The American Legion stag- 
ed ‘Corporal Eagen.’’ Clayton 
Moore suffered badly from a fight 
that erupted in Railroad Square. 
Paugus Rod & Gun Club made 
plans to stock pheasants. 

June - The Myopia Social Club 
was the latest addition to Pep- 
perell’s social scene. The Blue & 
Gold Carbonated Beverage Com- 
pany, located on Townsend Street 
and owned by William Green- 
wood and Jesse Shattuck, was 
reported as doing well. The com- 
pany created competition for the 
old Pepperell Spring Company. 

July - Among the students 
listed in July, as 1931 graduates of 
Pepperell High School, were 
Valedictorian Sirkka Linna and 
Rosamund Shattuck, recipient of 
the Adelaide Shattuck Maxwell 
Scholarship. 

August - Mrs. Eleanor Colson, 
85, was fatally bummed in an 
August fire that destroyed her 
West Street, Shipley Hills, home. 
Valuable diamonds and sapphires 
were sifted from the ashes. The 
East Pepperell Post Office was 
completely refurbished by the 
postal service. The August Com- 
mittee of the Community Church 
held a Pop Concert. Collector of 
Taxes, Ray Newell, announced 
the tax rate as $33.60, an increase 
of $3.60. 

September - Differences of 
opinion with the selectmen as to 
the distribution of funds led to the 
mass resignation of the Board of 
Public Welfare. A nine year old 
girl was struck by a truck and se- 
riously injured as she left the 
school barge. The truck driver 
tore up the road in his attempts to 
avoid the young girl who ran 
across the street in her excitement 
to share her school day with her 
guardian. 

October - The Middlesex 
County Selectmen’s Association 
met in Pepperell in October, to 
discuss a variety of issues in- 
cluding a five year plan of im- 
provements for the 16 Town area 
represented by the Association. 
Discussion also involved the>giv- 
ing of welfare to able bodied men 
only in exchange for work. The 
Nashua River Paper Company 
suffered a $10,000 loss in a fire. 
Employees of the company were 
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64 years of uninterrupted reporting 
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later it was in business again, hav- 
ing been taken over by two of its 
former personnel, William 
Hastings and Charles Goodwin. 
Then in 1956 Goodwin was 
bought out. 

Bill Hastings and his wife Peg 
served as publishers for 15 years. 
In 1958 they erected a new one 
story cement block building at the 
junction of Jefts Street and River- 
bank Terrace in Townsend. The 
Free Press flourished under the 
direction of the Hastings, repor- 
ting many important events in 
Pepperell’s history. It was during 
these years that the North Mid- 
dlesex School District was 
brought into being, in response to 
school overcrowding (sounds fa- 
miliar). As for the working staff 
during that time, Bill Hastings did 
the editing and makeup, sold the 
ads and did most of the worrying. 
Peg Hastings worked on the 
finances. Ellen Homoliski worked 
parttime, head linotypist was 
Robert Main, pressman and gen- 
eral assistant to Bill was Arthur 
Eaton. Ethel Johnson, wife of 
Charlie, still helped out (Charlie 
died in 1958). 

On April 11, 1968, Bill and Peg 
Hastings wrote a front page edito- 
rial announcing the sale of the 
Townsend Times and the Pep- 
perell Free Pressto Frank and 
Gertrude Hartnett of Pepperell. 


Thus began the modem era of the 
Pepperell Free Press. 

The Hartnett ownership, now in 
its 24th year, has brought many 
changes and improvements to the 
newspaper. The actual process 
used in producing the newspaper 
was changed by the Hartnetts 
from letterpress to the revolu- 
tionary offset method. This 
change was immediately evident 
in the outward appearance of the 
paper, better reproduction of type 
and photos. Frank Hartnett was 
committed early on to developing 
this newspaper into a regional 
news vehicle. It was this vision 
which eventually led to the award 
winning Times Free Press/Public 
Spirit. Just weeks after taking 
ownership the Hartnetts pushed 
into Lunenburg with a newspaper, 
the Lunenburg Villager. The 
Hartnetts at this time moved their 
offices from Jefts Street in Town- 
send to Railroad Square in East 
Pepperell. Soon after papers were 
started in Ayer (The Junction) and 
Groton (The Villager). 

In a page one editorial on 
January 13, 1972, Hartnett an- 


nounced a major change, the 
names Townsend Times and Pep- 
perell Free Press would be com- 
bined into Times/Free Press. In 
retrospect this announcement of 
combining the names of the two 
mother 


newspapers forever 


Townsend Ford 


NEW CAR COMPLEX 
Rt. 119, Townsend 


changed the face of local news in 
the now rapidly growing Nashoba 
Valley. The move was made in 
response to the changing times. 
Area communities were facing 
many of the same problems, and 
they were looking at many of the 
same solutions, The world was 
becoming smaller as the Times 
Free Press became larger. In 1975 
Hartnett was awarded the contract 
to publish the Fort Devens 
Dispatch, the command informa- 
tion newspaper on the Army base 
in Ayer, Harvard and Shirley. 
Hartnett still holds that contract 
today. 

On September 16, 1976 a front 
page editorial informed readers of 
a major change in format for the 
Times Free Press. The newspaper 
would now be a tabloid, with an 
enlarged area of six columns by 
13 inches. 

Frank and Gert Hartnett in 
January of 1884 ended years of 
bitter competition with the rival 
Public Spirit newspaper head- 
quartered in Ayer with the pur- 
chase of that operation. At this 
time Frank Hartnett Jr., who had 
been in the newspaper sales 
department for five years, was 
named president of the company 
and editor of the newspaper. 
Frank and Gert’s other son 
Michael, a certified public ac- 
countant, joined the business and 


was named Chief Financial Offi- 
cer. The final family link occurred 
in 1990 when Cathy Hartnett 
came on board as Director of 
Sales. Frank Hartnett Sr. remain- 
ed as Publisher with redirected at- 
tention toward erecting new 
facilities for the rapidly expanding 
newspaper business and preparing 
for the purchase of a printing 


press. 

In 1986 the company moved 
into a new 10,000 square foot 
building on Route 2A in Ayer. 
This building was expanded an 
additional 10,000 square feet in 
1988 to house a new seven unit 
Web Leader Offset Printing Press. 
The company has since become 
one of the larger commercial print 
businesses in central Massachu- 
setts. 

The award winning Times Free 
Press/Public Spirit serves today 
as the flagship for the family of 
Hartnett newspapers. Now split 
into three editions, the Northern 
Middlesex serving the towns of 
Pepperell, Townsend and Ashby, 
the Nashoba Valley serving Ayer, 
Shirley, Littleton, Harvard and 
Lunenburg, and the Landmark 
edition serving Groton and 
Dunstable. 


Today, 64 years after its birth, 
the Pepperell Free Press is still the 
newspaper of record in Pepperell. 


———=—=——_ ee 
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customers have shown your 
continued confidence in the 
way we do business. The 
Chairman's Award is the 
highest honor a dealer can 


receive because it recognizes 


For over 36 years, you, our 


what is most important... 


The Hartnett ownership, now in its 24th year, 
has brought many changes and improvements 
to the newspaper. The actual process used in 
producing the newspaper was changed by the 
Hartnetts from letterpress to the revolutionary 
offset method. This change was immediately 
evident in the outward appearance of the paper, 
better reproduction of type and photos. Frank 
Hartnett was committed early on to developing 
this newspaper into a regional news vehicle. 
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given a ten percent cut in pay due 
to a slowdown in business. A 
Hallowe’en Party was hosted by 
the Prescott Grange. 

November - Two young men 
were seriously injured, and a third 
killed, when the car they were 
riding in slammed into a tree on 
Heald Street. Wrestling bouts 
were sponsored by the Pepperell 
Town Club to benefit their 
Christmas Fund. A_ Pepperell 
bootlegger was arrested by police. 
The Mother's Club presented 
“Here To Hollywood,’’ a musical 
comedy. 

December - The last ‘‘Talkie”’ 
was shown at the East Pepperell 
Opera House in December, due to 
the cost since the moving pictures 
were not shown on a paying basis. 
The Oak Hill Improvement Socie- 
ty held a dance at the Oak Hill 
Hall. Music was provided by 
Lorden’s Orchestra. Wrestling 
bouts netted $50 for the Town 
Club Christmas Fund. 


1932 

January - Russell Hamilton 
was elected president of the Town 
Club in January. Warren Blood, 
80, of Leighton Street, ended his 
life with a bullet. He had served as 
Chief of Police and Road Com- 
missioner and had been in poor 
spirits for some time. 

February - A good crowd at- 
tended the Firemen’s Annual Ball 
in February. An unusually large 
crowd attended the Citizen’s 
Caucus though there were few 
contests. The total amount to be 
raised and appropriated at the 
1932 Annual Town Meeting was 
$119,524.52, $10,000 less than in 
1931. George Parker won election 
as selectman. 

March - A sewing machine 
was installed at the Tarbell School 
in March, a gift from the 
Women’s Club. A military funeral 
was held for George Lakin, one of 
the four Grand Army Vets here. 
The Tarbell Opera House re- 
opened. 

April - The Legion’s ‘‘Topsy, 
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Wrestling bout nets $50 for Town Christmas Fund 


turvy Minstrels’ was a big hit in 
April. The Welfare Board of Pep- 
perell cut aid to some recipients 
based on the lower cost of living 
and following individual case by 


Legion and the schools. 

June - A olde tyme celebration 
of the Fourth of July was planned 
by the Legion in June. Three boys 
who broke into the Pepperell 


Federal prohibition investigators and local 

police raided the Gateway Fishing & Hunting 
Club, or the “Line House” as it was also called, 

and found 389 bottles of beer, 10 pints of gin, three 
pints of rye whiskey, and three gallons of alcohol. 


case review. The body of a miss- 
ing Pepperell woman, Mrs. Bessie 
Wilson, was found in a Nashua 
stream, She was bom in 1887 and 
had been missing for about a 
week, 

May - The Bancroft Bakery 
and a store stocking general mer- 
chandise were due to open n 
Railroad Square. The Lowell Gas 
& Light Company conducted a 
cooking school at the Odd 
Fellows Hall which was attended 
by 134 local women, Memorial 
Day exercises were held by the 


This great-looking Irish Setter boot keeps your feet feeling great no 
matter what field you're in. The Gore-Tex® lining with Thinsulate® 
keeps your feet warm and dry while the Supersole® provides you 


Economy Store were caught and 
retumed to the Shirley Industrial 
School from which they had 
escaped. Bob’s Diner and Godin’s 
Department Store also suffered 
break-ins. Arrests in these cases 
were expected. 


July - A virtual deluge of rain | 


put a stop to the Fourth of July 
celebration with sponsor, the 
Frank West American Legion, 
taking a costly licking as a result. 
Thousands did attend the bonfire 
and dance held July 3. At the 
graduation of the Class of 1932, 


Caroline Hearn received the $100 
Adelaide Shattuck Maxwell 
Scholarship. The graduating 
ladies were ‘‘charmingly frocked 
in modish gowns of organdie 
batiste on crepe and the young 
men wore blue serge suits with 
socks and ties of silver and blue.”’ 


Bob’s Diner 


East Pepperell; Mass. 


ete erica 
his o intod From 
ig Ad Was Reprin 

cre SS perall Free Press Files 
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| Good Food 


HOME MADE PIES 


The American Legion held a suc- 
cessful celebration at Riverside 
Park to offset losses suffered on 
the fourth. Oldest resident, Olive 
Hambett, Willow Street, died at 
96. 


Continued on page 6. 
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Dog pack destroys 


August - A 20 percent savings 
in school transportation costs was 
announced by Superintendent of 
Schools George B. Clarke. The 
total cost was $108 a week. The 
Nashua River Paper Company 
retumed to a full schedule made 
possible by employce willingness 
to accept a 10 percent cut. The 
mill produced 3500 to 4000 tons 
of Kraft paper per month. The 
1932 tax rate was set at $30. 

September - Federal prohibi- 
tion investigators and local police 
raided the Gateway Fishing & 
Hunting Club, or the ‘‘Line 
House’’ as it was also called, on 
Nashua Road, and found 389 
dottles of beer, 10 pints of gin, 
three pints of rye whiskey, and 
three gallons of alcohol. Auto in- 
surance rates for 1933 ranged 
from $16 for a light car, to $26 for 
a heavy car. The Women’s Club 
prepared to present ‘‘Green 
Shutters,’’ while the Community 
Church Workers planned a pro- 
duction of ‘“The Best people.’’ A 
Pepperell man was placed on six 
months probation for stealing 
peaches from Priest’s Orchard in 
North Pepperell. 

October - Chief of Police 
Daniel Curtin resigned in Oc- 
tober, the position he held for 18 
months. He did much to clean up 
the bootlegging element in Pep- 
perell. The reason for his resigna- 
tion was clouded in mystery. Pep- 
perell Spring’s pale dry ginger ale 
was instrumental in extinguishing 
a fire in one of its trucks. 
Automobile owners were en- 
couraged by company operators to 
carry a couple of bottles in their 
cars which, when shaken, would 
be effective in dousing flames. 
Adelaide Shattuck Maxwell, 
founder in 1906 of the Pepperell 
Women’s Club, died at age 78. 
Registered voters numbered 1443. 
500 residents attended a Special 
Town Meeting to oppose the 
methods in which school transpor- 
tation contracts were awarded. 
The vote taken and passed called 
for a change. 

November - Crowds waited in 
vain in November, to catch a 
glimpse of Governor Franklin D. 
Roosevelt who, it was learned, 
took a Westford route in his 
departure from Groton. Clifford 
C. Walcott, of Barre, was ap- 
inted Police Chief. A record 
1341 voters tumed out for the 
residential election with the 


majority voting for Hoover. A 
Student Council was formed at 
Pepperell High School to assist 
the faculty. A permit was issued 
to Henry Archambault for the 
construction of a filling station at 
the intersection of Main, Groton, 
and Railroad Streets. Lawrence 
Library held Children’s Book 
Week. 

December - The Parent- 
Teacher Association announced a 
membership drive in December. 
The entire community was 
saddened at the death of 68 year 
old Reverend Joseph A. Riordan, 
Pastor of St. Joseph’s Church, 
found dead in his bed. The 
“‘smoke eaters’’ ball was schedul- 
ed for January by the Fire 
Department. Representative 
George T. Keyes, president, 
treasurer, and general manager of 
the Nashua River Paper Com- 
pany, passed away at 63. Lowell 
Gas proposed to extend gas lines 
into Pepperell with the cost of gas 
for the average family for cooking 
purposes, $3 a month. The Pep- 
perell Town Club entertained 420 
children at its annual Christmas 
party. 


1933 
January 

Contributions were requested 
for the Milk Fund as the year 
began. The fund distributes 14 
quarts of milk each day to 
children in need. A Well Baby 
Clinic was held, sponsored by the 
Nashoba Health Unit. Nearly 300 
attended the Firemen’s Ball 
Thieves entered Attridge’s 
Grocery and took $100 in tobacco 
products and groceries. Another 
break occurred at the Pepperell 
Bowling Alley where tobacco and 
candy were stolen. 

February - Dupaw’s Pharmacy 
was broken into with $300 worth 
of merchandise taken. Escape was 
made in a car stolen from Pep- 
perell Garage. Trescott Abele was 
re-elected Superintendent of the 
Community Church School. The 
position of Highway Surveyor 
received the most attention at the 
Citizen’s Caucus with incumbent 
William Chapman receiving 163 
votes and Edwin Iten coming in 
second with 99. The Welfare 
Sewers Group met to work on 
children’s night clothes. At the 
ctowded “Annual Town, Meeting, 
voters were warned by Nashua 
River Paper Company president 


New owners - new location... The local drug store saw new ownership through the years including Pat McDermott and eventually 
@ new location for present pharmacist Chester Babineau 


William Anders, of the conse- 
quences in lost jobs of increasing 
the tax rate. The second largest 
employer, Pepperell Card & Paper 
Company, concurred. 

March - A Parker Hill chicken 
thief was sentenced to two months 
in the house of correction. Otto 
Olsen was elected selectman in 
the Annual Town Election, with 
Chapman retained his position as 
Highway surveyor. Pepperell’s 
two major employers made an 
agreement with local merchants to 
extend credit to their employees. 
A long distance search light was 
installed on Police Chief 
Walcott’s Chevrolet. Having al- 
ready been fitted with a siren, the 
car is now “‘fully equipped.’’ A 
dog pack destroyed over 200 of 
Otto Olsen’s baby chickens. 
Henry Hart was named Conser- 
vator of the First National Bank of 
Pepperell 

. April - Patriot’s Day was 
obseryed by the Prudence Wright 
Chapter of: the. Daughtersvofi the 
American Revolution. Charles H. 
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Leave the Detail 
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in finalizing your plans 
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Miller, known for his service to 
Pepperell, passed away in his Park 
Street home at the age of 85. 
“Impatience of Job,’’ was 
presented by Pepperell High 
School. 

May - The American legion 
presented “‘Minstrels of 1933,” in 
May. Twelve women organized 
the Pepperell Garden Club with 
Mrs. Orrin Williams chosen as 
president. The annual Poppy Sale 
was held by the American Legion. 

June - In June, a plan of reor- 
ganization was submitted for the 
First National Bank. The First Na- 
tional opened a chain grocery 
store on Main Street. The East 
Pepperell Homemakers Unit 
elected Mrs. John Morrissey Pres- 
ident. Lyman Robbins, clerk of 
the Board of Public Welfare, was 
authorized to select able bodied, 
single Pepperell men for 
emergency conservation work in 
forest camps. Work included mak- 
ing trails, simple roads, and fire 
lanes;'and)the Constniction of ‘fire 
towers and shelters. In a small 
voter turnout, ballots cast fa 
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within the town limits. Pepperell 
High School graduated 24. 

July - The July Fourth Pop 
Concert held at Prescott Hall was 
“successfully presented.’’ Three 
mill men were hurt in three 
separate incidents in three days. 
Four boys, ranging in age from 11 
to 14, were implicated in the 
break into the home of Joseph 
Thibault. Stolen items were 
thrown in the river, bumed, and 
sold. 

August - Depositors were ask- 
ed to sign a reorganization plan 
for the First National Bank, in 
August. The plan was accepted. A 
drunken driver, still under the in- 
fluence when he appeared in 
court, was sentenced to 30 days. 
Thomas Drummery was elected 
chairman of the National 
Recovery Administration Com- 
mission. 

September - The Pepperell tax 
rate was set in September, at $25, 
the lowest rate since 1919. The 


~ Pepperell ‘Milk’ Dealers” “Associa- 
‘ tion was formed. 28 Pepperell 


employers signed the President’s 


34 Jewett St. 
Pepperell, 
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over 200 baby chickens 


Re-employment Agreement. 

October - In a fashion show 
presented by the Women’s Club, a 
selection of boys’ clothing was 
modeled by David Gray, Milton 
Shattuck, and little Harold Olson, 
Jr. Mrs. T. Trescott Abele fur- 
nished piano music. The ‘‘Fair of 
the Seasons’? was held at the 
Community Church. The local 
Red Cross drive started with 
efforts to obtain 300 yards of cloth 
to make girls dresses and boys 
blouses and pajamas. Amos 
Mahoney was witness to the 
“suicide”? of a deer who leaped 
over the side of the Main Street 
Bridge when confused by the 
lights of oncoming cars, breaking 
its neck. The meat was divided 
between six needy families. A 
Pepperell man weighing 150 
pounds was successful in his at- 
tempts to obtain a divorce, on 
grounds of cruelty, from his 330 
pound wife who maintained 
discipline wielding a broom and 
hurling household articles. 

November - Questions were 
raised in November regarding the 
Pepperell Moth Department 
which had not been seen in some 
time. The New England Fox 
Hunters Club met in Pepperell to 
hold a meet, and were head- 
quartered at the Villa Lorraine. A 
new charter for the First National 
Bank was approved by the 
Treasury Department. Pepperell’s 
allotment in the Federal Civil 
Works Program was $6,733. The 
program provided jobs for men on 
welfare and men unemployed. 
The state police created a 
“chicken patrol,’’ in operation 
during nighttime hours, to 
discourage chicken thieves. 

December - The Pepperell 
Civil Works Project reached a 
final tally of nearly $10,000 for 
Pepperell projects. 68 Pepperell 
men were employed through mid 
February. Projects included work 
on highways and school grounds, 
trimming apple trees, and moth 
extincting. Eight liquor licenses 
were granted. Christmas gifts 
advertised by Sears Roebuck in-- 
cluded ‘‘for her,’’ Powermaster 
Mixer, $9.95, Challenge Toaster, 
$1.29, six pound electric iron, 90 
cents, waffle iron, $3.29, Ken--. 
more electric washer, $54.95 or 
$5 down and $6 a month; ‘‘For™ 
him,’’ jigsaw, $4.50, lathe, $4.50, 
and a bench grinder, $4.50. 


Cathy & Toby 
Tyler 


433-5252 


+ A wide variely of 
patterns & colors 


+ Double honeycomb 
construction for 
superior shading, 
insulation 
& ultraviolet 
light protection 


60% 
isos. OFF 


tillering fabric thr u 
*coureta, Nov. Stst 


+ Movable arched i 
window & specialty 
shade options 


The state of the art in window fashion brings music to your eyes. Symphony® 
Window Fashions patented double honeycomb design provides elegance and 
comfort in every decor, from colonial to contemporary. 


Townsend Floors & Interiors 


241 Main Street, Townsend, MA 


at Jct. of Rte. 13 & 119 


597-6220 


: 


1934 


January - Children were urged 
to take care in coasting on icy 
roads. 

The arrest of a ‘‘gang’’ of boys 
in Boston for stealing more than 
200 cars rippled through this area 
and made front page news. 

Also of high interest was the 
Legion Bowling League, in which 
the Pepperell team competed 
against Littleton, Shirley, Town- 
send, two teams from Ayer, and 
two teams from Groton, Standings 
were posted in the paper. 

A traveler from the Orient 
reported his certainty that war 
would break out between Japan 
and Russia ‘‘within the next few 
months.’’ His prediction that war 
would break out in 1934 was 
published ina lengthy column. 

February - The weather once 
again made headlines, as travelers 
were cautioned about the ‘‘icy 
toads.’’ Nine accidents occurred 
in this area over a period of ‘‘just 
a few days.’” 

The Community and Methodist 
Churches of Pepperell joined in a 
“Go To Church Campaign’’ with 
the Unitarian, Baptist and Con- 
gregational Churches of Groton, 
and the Baptist, Methodist and 
Congregational Churches of 
Townsend. The purpose of this 
campaign was to ‘‘quicken the in- 
terest in church.’’ 

Lewis Glow of Brookline Street 
was nominated as principal can- 
didate for West Point. 

The Shattuck hockey team lost 
by one point to the ‘‘down town 
skaters’? in a match that was 
“rather rough at times,” 

A heavy snow storm buried the 
town in 14 to 20 inches of snow 
overnight. Pepperell voted to 
spend $112,070 during an 
“uneventful’’ town meeting. 

March - The Go To Church 
League, as they came to be 
known, increased religious ser- 
vice attendance by a whopping 20 
percent in just one week. A 
measles epidemic broke out and 
shut down schools. A huge sec- 
tion of the newspaper was devoted 
to ‘‘News and Gossip of 
Washington.’’ Typical items in- 
cluded news about army planes, 
trading with the Soviet Union, and 
gossip about 
Roosevelt’s vacation. »" 

One headline proclaimed, 
“Low Wages for Women,’’ and 
the article beneath outlined the 
working conditions faced by 
women employed in the lime, ce- 
ment and plastic trades. 

April - Heavy, steady rain 
threatened area bridges and prop- 
erty. The Pepperell bowling 
league earned 2nd place in the 
Tenth District A.L. Bowling 
League. 

Miss Minnie Spragg passed 
away after a year long illness. She 
had been the first nurse to serve 
the Pepperell District Nursing 
Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Boynton, 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos Mahony, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Stubbs, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert Jones attended 
the Fitchburg Riding and Driving 
Club banquet. A feature of the 
banquet was that the members had 
their horses and ponies as guests 
in stalls at either end of the 
garage, where the banquet was 
held. It was reported that most of 
the members ate turkey and horses 
ate hay, but the Mahony pony pre- 
ferred ice cream. 

Two Pepperell men were 
elected as State G.A.R. Officers. 

The Ideal House advertised the 
“The Best of Food, carefully and 


Président 
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Measles epidemic shuts down Pepperell schools 


anata 


Fire destroyed this landmark... The Prescott Hotel at the corner of Tarbell and Groton Streets. 


expertly prepared.’’ Whiskey at 
the Ideal went for 15 cents a shot. 

The Pepperell baseball team 
won a game played against the 
Brookline town team by one run. 

The New Prescott Hotel was 
proud to present ‘‘Mrs. Fontaine 
and her White Mountain Boys.”’ 
High balls and ‘‘fancy drinks’’ 
were advertised. The ‘‘Famous 
Old Hole in The Wall’’ club under 
went a change and became the 
Riverview Inn. The Inn was 
located on Groton Street in Pep- 
perell. At the Riverview, a 
“special private room with booths 
for Ladies’’ was a selling feature. 

May - Charlie Jewitt advertised 
that he had ‘‘a couple of 
bathrooms for rent. They are 
brand new and you can rent the 
rest of the house if you want to.”’ 

An argument began conceming 
the use of Pepperell Spring Water 
bottles by competitors. Letters to 
the editor came from other 
beverage companies, who argued 
that they did not indicate they 
were selling Pepperell Spring 
Water -- they were just using the 
bottles. 

The Pepperell Athletic Associa- 
tion was organized at the Foster 
Street Engine House. It was 
reported that the town field was in 
“tough shape.”’ 

A fence on the property of 
William Thorpe, Sartelle Street, 
disappeared. The disappearance 
of the ‘‘landmark’’ was. a 
mystery. 

An Interstate Baseball League 
was formed and several games 
were played in Pepperell. 

Electric refrigeration made the 
news as the Middlesex County 
Electric Company, East Pepperell, 
advertised General Electric 
Refrigerators for $10 down. ‘‘Left 
overs can be kept for days!’’ 

June - “‘Lynching as a cure”’ 
for violent crime received atten- 
tion. The article concluded, ‘‘in 
the main, the people of the coun- 
try are satisfied that lynching does 
not prevent certain types of 
crime.”’ 

Ex-Mayor of Boston James M. 
Curley published a letter re- 
questing support of his candidacy 
for governor. 

Lane Bros. of East Pepperell 
advertised chambray work shirts 
for 79 cents and khaki pants for 
$1.45. 

Two games for the price of one 
took place in Townsend, when the 


This Ad Was Reprinted From 
The Pepperell Free Pres 


s Files 


CARS WASHED, POLISHED 
and LUBRICATED 


FREE PICK-UP and DELIVERY 


@ Accessories 


@ Willard Batteries 


@ Road Service 


HARNEY'S MOTOR SERVICE 


Townsend St. 


~_ 


Tel. 390 


Pepperell 


Pepperell baseball team took on 
Townsend. 

July - Pranksters destroyed one 
of the old landmarks of Pepperell 
when the old Wheelwright Shop 
was burned down at 4 a.m. on the 
fourth of July. The shop was 
located on Sartelle Street. 

A small army organized in 
town to combat ‘‘the problem 
with rodents.’’ The group called 
itself the “‘Rat Hunter’s Club.” 

The D.A.R. honored Clara 
Shattuck and presented her with a 
gift on her 80th birthday. 

Miss Anne Schmidt was burned 
by a ‘‘torpedo’’ thrown by a man 
in Leominster. The torpedo badly 
burned the girl’s legs and burned 
holes in her dress. 

Town surveyor William Chap- 
man was commended by the State 
Highway Department for his work 
on the roads of Pepperell. 

An ‘‘attractive blonde 
customer’ was taken away by a 
Pepperell police officer after she 
asked for a meal on credit. Pro- 
prietor L’Esperance refused her 
offer. 


Plans were made for a 


European market. day and. street, 


fair. 


Stone 


200 people were present at the 
Alumni reception in Prescott Hall. 
The high school principal from 
1864 was present. ‘‘The presence 
of the 50 year principal and 
graduates made this year’s affair 
outstanding,’’ the paper read. 

Judson West of Nashua Road 
won the fourth of July bicycle 
road race. 

Norman Hill was injured in a 
car crash that killed another man. 
The accident occurred in Town- 
send, 

J.A. Saunders fell asleep in a 
hammock with a pipe in his mouth 
-- and woke up surrounded by 
flames. The fire department 
reported that this was the third 
pipe fire of the year. Residents 
were told to ‘‘stick to cigars.”’ 

August - 9,000 people attended 
the European market and street 
fair held by the Community Chur- 
ch. Dr. Davis’ ox team was a big 
hit. 

Kinsman Greenough, 56 of 
South Road in Pepperell, was 
charged with operating under the 
influence of liquor when the car 
he was driving slammed into a 
locomotive: "Greenough’s | car 


Chimney 


Dollhouse 


eVictorians, Log Cabins, 


Colonials, Barns 


eKits, Assembled Shells, 


Finished Homes 
at Best Prices 
¢New Furnishing & 


Accessories Always 


Arriving 


eLighting Department to 
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eScrumptious Foods 


Sheldon 
Restaurant 


Damon Rd., 
M10 mile 


Route 31 
To NH 


9 A.M. Drop-Off 
Now Have New Copies 
For Sale 
BEETHOVEN—$15.99 
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BEAUTY & THE BEAST—$16.99 
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you, Diane Adams 
9 Damon Road, 


Ashby, MA. 


(508) 386-7262 


Open Wed-Sat 10:00-5:00 


Thursdays till 9:00 thru Christmas 
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with a call... 


Mon.-Tues—9-7:30 
Wed., Thurs. & Fri—7:30-9:00 
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Sun.—1-6 


Chips * Soda * Cigarettes * Candy * 


Scratch Tickets * Local Newspaper 


Y 


struck the switch engine on the 
Shattuck Grain Co., spur truck. 

Pepperell was the only town or 
city in the State of Massachusetts 
with no net debt. No loans were 
made in 1934, and the town owed 
nothing in the way in debt, mak- 
ing it the only town in the Com- 
monwealth to achieve that stan- 
ding. 

Defective wiring sparked a fire 
in the Middlesex County Electric 
Company garage, causing $3,000 


November - A record kill was 
made by a Pepperell fox hunter. 
History was made for the New 
England Fox Hunter’s Club when 
Jack McCarthy killed two foxes 
with two shots in two seconds. 

The Oak Hill Improvement 
Society began to meet again, after 
being inactive for some time. The 
Society put on plays, minstrel 
shows, dinners and dances at the 
Oak Hill hall. A masquerade ball 
was held by the O.H.LS. 


Pepperell was the only town or city in the State 
of Massachusetts with no net debt. No loans 
were made in 1934, and the town owed nothing 
in the way in debt, making it the only town in 
the Commonwealth to achieve that standing. 


in damages, 

September - A column headed 
by ‘‘Religious Queries’’ received 
this question from a Pepperell 
resident: ‘‘Will the Jews ever 
return to the Holy Land?’’ 

Six Pepperell women began a 
sewing and crocheting club, and 
initiated a contest to find a name 
for their group. The names for the 
sewing circle, which soon became 
known as the Want-A-Name- 
Club, were submitted to the 
newspaper. The winner was prom- 
ised a ‘‘beautiful item’’ for his en- 


try. 

October - J.J. Callahan, a 
major ballplayer, died suddenly in 
his Chicago home. 

Suburban Bus Lines advertised 
a round trip to East Pepperell for 
80 cents. 

Public interest in kidnapping 
made the news. ‘‘Kidnappings 
must be made too dangerous for 
the underworld,’ an editorial 
declared. 


Two 14 year old boys admitted 
to 53 break-ins to Pepperell stores 
and homes. The boys pleaded 
guilty to breaking and entering 
and larceny. The arrest of the two 
youths came about after a break 
into George Schultz’s home on 
Main Street. The ‘‘young ban- 
dits’’ kept a ledger of their loot, 
noting when and where they sold 
their stolen merchandise. They 
were sentenced to 3 months pro- 
bation by Judge Clark of the Ayer 
District Court. 

Clara M. Shattuck passed away 
at age 80. She was well known as 
a ‘‘noted Pepperell teacher.’’ 

A fatal accident occurred in 
town. A 53 year old New Hamp- 
shire resident was killed in a crash 
that occurred on the corner of 
Tucker and Mill Streets. 

A 24 year old Littleton man lost 
his leg in an accidental shooting. 
A 16 year old Pepperell boy ac- 
cidentally discharged his 12 gauge 

Continued on page 8 
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Pepperell man charged with stealing horse 
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shotgun while "unloading it, 
shooting the Littleton man in both 
legs. The man had to have one leg 
amputated below the knee. It was 
reported that the situation was ex- 
tremely serious, and further am- 
putation may be necessary. 

ber - Trustees of the old 
First National Bank of Pepperell 
announced a further payment of 
10 percent of assets to the old 
bank. 

Christmas activities took the 
bulk of news space during the last 
month of 1934. Church services 
and religious activities were 
reported on. 


1935 


January - A 21 year old Pep- 
perell boy was struck and killed 
by a hit and run driver on West 
Hollis Road. The accident oc- 
curred on New Year’s Day. Police 
began an intense search for the 
driver. 

The Pepperell Grange put on a 
play at the Prescott Hall. Amos 
Mahony played a large role. 

The Alpine Rangers appeared 
at the New Prescott Hotel. Tele- 
phone number for the Prescott Ho- 
tel was listed as simply 254. 

In the early days of 1935, sugar 
sold at the Red and White store 
for 48 cents for a 10 pound sack. 
The Pepperell Cleaning company 
picked up and delivered work. 

“‘Cleopatra’”’ starring Warren 
Williams and Claudette Colbert 
appeared at the Universal Theatre 
in Fitchburg. 

February - The Pepperell High 
boys’ basketball team defeated 
Ayer by a score of 24-14, 

A Pepperell man made front 
page news when he was charged 
with stealing a brown horse from 
an Ayer man. The charge of 
larceny was made by the Ayer 
man, after trading the horse in the 
Pepperell man’s home. The Ayer 
man testified in court that he was 
drank at the time he made the 
trade, and did not know ‘‘what 
was being traded on.’’ The Pep- 
perell man was found not guilty. 

A 65 year old Pepperell woman 
died of suffocation in a fire. The 
woman’s sister and niece escaped 
from the burning building, but 
Mss. Ellen Drummey died in the 
blaze. It was believed that the 
blaze started from a wom wire 
running under a rug to a table 
lamp. The Drummey home was 
completely destroyed, with 
damage estimated at $5,000. 

Plans began for the new Pep- 
perell School The new high 
school was proposed to be built of 
brick, and would house 300 
students. It was estimated that in- 
itial population would be close to 
250 pupils. 

March - The subject of war 
began to crop up, as news from 
Europe came that Adolph Hitler 
had announced the conscription of 
480,000 troops, ‘“‘virtually 
challenging Europe to hold Ger- 
many to the terms of the Ver- 
sailles Treaty.”’ 

Tension built in Europe, and 
was reported on here in a weekly 
column titled ‘‘New of the 
Week.” 

April - News the world over 
continued to make headlines here, 
as Foreign Secretary Simon 
returned from England and 
reported Hitler's demands. The 

majority of news space during this 
tense period was devoted to 
world-wide news events. Anti- 
war protests in Michigan received 
attention, as did the news that 
Germany “‘was thoroughly enrag- 
ed by condemnation by League 
Council.”’ 

At the Prescott Hall, the Fourth 
Legion Minstrel show appeared. 
The cast of this musical show 
consisted of local residents. Danc- 


ing was offered after the perfor- 
mances. 

May - President Roosevelt’s 
“Fireside chats’’ were discussed 
in the first issue of May, 1935. 
The President’s ‘‘optimism was 
plainly apparent.’” 

The annual high school play 
was presented at the Prescott Hall. 

The 4-H Club of Pepperell par- 
ticipated in the 4-H Exhibit held 
in Townsend. 

Approximately 75 merchants, 
mill employees, interested 
citizens and ex-employees of the 
Pepperell Card and Paper Com- 
pany met in the Odd Fellows Hall 
to organize the Pepperell 
Chamber of Commerce. The pur- 
pose of the Chamber was to bring 
new industries to town. 

World news continued to 
dominated the local newspapers, 
as ‘‘Hitler’s Peace Program’’ was 
reviewed in depth. 

June - The Pepperell Memorial 
Day address was given by Rev. 
Joseph Murphy of St. Joseph’s 
Church. 

Residents were warned about 
“slick canvassing men’’ who 
were selling magazines. 

St. Joseph’s Parish made plans 
for a field day. A large crowd was 
expected to take part in the ball 
games, races, and doll parade. 
Various booths were to be scat- 
tered over the rectory grounds, 
selling Fancy Work, Groceries, 
and Cake. 

Shattuck’s Market was broken 
into and robbed during a heavy 
thunder storm. Within a few 
hours, police arrested two Pep- 
perell men and charged them with 
the theft. 

July - A $10,000 still in Ashby 
exploded and destroyed a large 
barn. Other news from Ashby 
reported the poisoning of dogs. In 
a July 18 newspaper, it was 
reported that 18 dogs had died in 
Ashby mysteriously. the deaths 
were labeled an “‘epidemic’’ of 
poisoning. Strychnine was believ- 
ed to be the poison used. 

Plans began for 
European Market Day. 

The Middlesex County Electric 
Company advertised a hot point 
electric range for $104.50. A new 
stove could be purchased for $2 
down. 

Boynton Market, located in 
Railroad “Square, advertised 

“*Canned Ox Tongue’’ and ‘‘Slice 
Tongue’’ -- for all your picnic 
needs. 

The Red and White Stores, 
located in Pepperell Center, let 
patrons know that ““We Deliver!’’ 

August - The inevitability of 
war was once again addressed, as 
July sped away into August. The 
collapse of the three-power con- 
ference indicated that ‘‘virtually 
all hope of avoiding war has dis- 
appeared.”” 

“Pepperell Patter’’ listed the 
scores of the local teams in 
various baseball games. 

The Pepperell Garage was 
looted, and the same evening, the 
E.C. Fessenden Garage in Town- 
send was robbed as well. A total 
of $275 in merchandise was 
reported stolen. 

The sport of horseshoe throw- 
ing began to make the news, as 
the ‘‘shoe flying season’’ got 
underway. A prize was to be 
awarded for the highest number of 
tingers out of 100 shoes thrown 
before October 1. 

A 38 year old man died sudden- 
ly in his Groton Street home. 

September - Schools opened 
on September 9. Work continued 
on the planning for a new Pep- 


another 


perell high schoo 

The P baseball team 
lost to Milford 9 to 8 after 13 inn- 
ings. 


The Swastika was adopted as 


4 


Lawrence Memorial Library...a monument to the community in which it serves to this day. 


the German Reich’s official 
emblem. The emblem was 
characterized as the ‘black flag of 
piracy.”” 

“Pep Water’ - advertised to 
““bring out the true flavor of your 
favorite drink’’ was sold by the 


The subject of war began to crop up, as news 
from Europe came that Adolph Hitler had 
announced the conscription of 480,000 troops, 
“virtually challenging Europe to hold Germany 
to the terms of the Versailles Treaty.” 


Pepperell Spring Water Company. 

October -. Alice ‘Chapman, 
known. as -a, ‘‘veteran; producer,’* 
put on the play ‘‘Skidding.’’ The 
play was a three act comedy of 
home life and politics. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Upman 
celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. 

News of the World proclaimed 
that President Roosevelt had in- 
sured the United States’ neutrality 
in the escalating tension overseas. 

St. Joseph’s Church sponsored 
a weekend retreat at the Parish; St. 
John’s in Townsend was a 
cosponsor. 

Five Pepperell young men 
“narrowly escaped death’’ when 
the car they were in crashed on 
Nashua Road. One man was in- 
jured, but the other four escaped 
unharmed. 

A woman died in New York 
following a goiter operation. Her 
body was brought back to town 
and buried next to her father in the 
family plot. 

J.G. Flynn coat, apron and 
towel factory offered Pepperell 
delivery. 

A ban was placed on fox hun- 
ting just hours before a large hunt 
was scheduled to begin in Pep- 
perell. The fox hunting ban was 
issued by the State due to ‘‘scarci- 
ty of rain.’’ State officials stated 
they did not want hunters in the 
woods. Fear of fire was the reason 
given to the various fox hunting 
clubs. 


Two 15 year old Pepperell girls 


were reported missing at 5:30 in 
the afternoon. A search began for 
the pair, who returned home on 
their own at 10:30. The teenagers 
told police they had been at a 
camp in the woods. 
November - 


on November 30, but the local 
administrator, Warren Fuller, con- 
tinued working until 
December. 


Dr. Helen McGillicuddy ad- 
dressed the PTA on the topic of 
“Social Hygiene.”’ 

Continued on page 9 
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Rebekah Lodge in Pepperell 

entertained “the “Alhpa Post »-& COUNTRY STORE 

Grands Association. * ‘Route 2A - Westminster 
The office of a Pepperell . 

bookie was raided and four men he ‘ (Exit 25 off Rte. 2) 

were arrested as state police J Pde’ 


troopers searched a Mill Street 
address. Telephones, cash and 
booking slips were confiscated in 
the raid. The men went to court a 
scant few days later, and were 
found guilty of setting up and 
promoting illegal gambling and 
lotteries. All four men appealed 
their sentence and were freed on 
bail. 
December - The local ERA of- 
fice was closed in December. The 
ERA organization officially ended 
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A 13 year old boy was severely 
burned shortly before Christmas. 
The boy had been buming grass 
and brush by a pond with a friend. 
The pond was located between the 
two boys’ homes. They had 
Started the fire to stay warm, and 
were intending to skate. The fire 
wasn’t catching quickly enough, 
so one of the boys ran home to get 
kerosene, and then spilled the liq- 
uid on the sputtering flames. One 
of the boys, however, had spilled 
kerosene on his clothes and im- 
mediately the lower half of his 
body was engulfed in flames. The 
boys had trouble putting the 
flames out, and a neighbor who 
saw the smoke rushed over and 
used a blanket to smother the 
blaze. The boy, however, was se- 
verely burned from his waist to 
his knees, He was rushed to the 
hospital and listed in critical con- 
dition. 

Another young boy was 
reported missing from his home a 
couple of weeks prior to 
Christmas, and was still missing 
at the year’s end. 


1936 


January - The New Prescott 
Hotel was officially closed on 
December 31, 1935. The select- 
men refused to grant an In- 
nkeeper’s license to the New 
Prescott Hotel. Despite public 
pressure, the selectmen remained 
“steadfast in their conviction it 
should be closed.’’ Although 
many townspeople had complain- 
ed about activities at the New 
Prescott, “‘no one was present’’ at 
the selectmen’s meeting to ‘‘pre- 
,sent first hand evidence that the 
place should be closed.’’ That did 
not deter selectmen, however, 
who refused to issue a new In- 
nkeeper’s license. A petition was 
circulated around town arguing 
against the revocation of the New 
Prescott’s license. The reason the 
innkeeper license was denied was 
because there is no appeal if an es- 
tablishment is refused an in- 
nkeeper’s license; however, if the 
selectmen had simply refused to 
grant a liquor license, the New 
Prescott would have had the op- 
tion to appeal to the state liquor 
commission. 

A 13 year old boy who was se- 


nidusly burned shortly before .. 
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Main St. bridge destroyed by rising food waters 


Railroad Square...A time when Pepperell had a theatre in the square and just about as many cars as modern Main Street has today. 


Christmas continued to improve, 
albeit slowly. He remained 
hospitalized in critical condition. 
Townspeople prayed for his 
recovery. 

A new pastor came to St. 
Joseph’s parish in the early days 
of 1936. Rev. Patrick Lydon left 
Pepperell to take on a new post in 
Roxbury. Fr. Joseph Murphy took 
his place in Pepperell. 

The 13 year old boy who had 
been burned in a tragic accident 
died in late January, following a 
month in the hospital. Pallbearers 
consisted of fellow Boy Scouts. 

The Pepperell Town Club held 
a ladies night. 

February - The play 
“‘Spooks’’ was presented by the 
Pepperell Grange in the Prescott 
Hall. 


The Annual Town Meeting was 
held on February 17. There was 
considerable discussion about 
replacing the covered bridge, but 
the article was finally tabled and 
Pepperell kept the covered bridge. 

Amadvertisement taken from a 


late ,February issue..proclaimed, 


The worst flooding damage in Pepperell 
occurred after two weeks of steady rain. The 
Main Street Bridge in Pepperell was gone; 
completely destroyed after the rising flood 
waters of the Nashua River ripped it away. 

Gas and electricity was cut off from East 
Pepperell. Water covered Groton Street, and at 
some spots, was four feet deep. ~ 


“‘Yhere’s Something About a 
New Broom -- and a New House 
Dress!’’ 

March - The town drama club 
meet on a regular basis. Members 
of the drama club met at one an- 
other’s homes, and read various 
pieces aloud. 

Citizens packed the Oak Hill 
Hall for ‘‘Amateur Night.’”’ The 
Oak Hill Improvement Society 
cleared $22 after expenses, in- 
cluding the cost of kerosene. 

125 women attended the Pep- 
perell Women’s Club Vice- 
President’s Day. 


flooding occurred. For the first 
time, News of the World was 
taken off the front page. In its 
place was the former front page 
column, Parson’s Column. 

The worst flooding damage in 
Pepperell occurred after two 
weeks of steady rain. The Main 
Street Bridge in Pepperell was 
gone; completely destroyed after 
the rising flood waters of the 
Nashua River ripped it away. 

Gas and electricity was cut off 
from East Pepperell. Water 
covered Groton Street, and at 
some spots, was four feet deep. 
Several families) were forced’ to 


leaVe'theirhomes’and seek shelter 


at higher ground. 

Property damage to the Nashua 
River Paper Company was 
estimated at $50,000. At one 
point, a huge cake of ice broke 
through the mill garage and part 
of the river poured through. Some 
residents had to be rescued by 
boat. The B & M railroad tracks 
were immersed in a foot of water. 

Total damage was estimated at 
$200,000. 

Schools were closed, and not 
scheduled to be re-opened until 
the end of the month. 

April - A special town meeting 
was called by the Board of 
Selectmen to vote on rebuilding 
the bridges in town. Voters were 
also asked to vote on a new 
heating and sanitary system for 
the Town House. 

Town residents began to clean 
out from under the late March 
storm that wrecked havoc with 
roads, bridges and homes. The 
covered bridge and the Groton 
Street bridge managed to withs- 
tand the river's pounding, but the 
Main Street, bridge was not’ so 


lucky. By the end of April, work 
had been completed in many 
areas, but the rebuilding of the 
bridges was still a topic of discus- 
sion. 

May - A Christian Science Lec- 
ture to be held in Groton got quite 
a bit of publicity in area towns. 
Full pages were devoted to the 
discussion of the upcoming lec- 
ture. 

The Prudence Wright Chapter 
of the D.A.R. elected new officers 
for the coming year. 

A Memorial Day Resolve for 
the Mothers of Today, written by 
A.B, Chapin, read, 

‘I dedicate myself anew 

To the high purpose 

of Opposing War 

With all my energy 

thus making it less inevitable that 
my son 

should make the supreme sacrifice 


Examinations for the vacated 
Postmaster post in Pepperell got 
under way. 

June - Twenty two students of 
the Groton Street school went by 
hayride to Nashua, where they 
saw the play, “‘Under Two Flags’’ 
at the State Theater. 

The Pepperell School Com- 
mittee met and took ‘‘indignant 
action’’ over the connection of 
school teachers and the local 
police department. The result was 
that teachers were not allowed to 
be special officers of the Pepperell 
Police Department. The school 
principal had been a special police 
officer, and was forced to resign 
as an officer. The School Com- 
mittee had found fault with one 
school teacher participating in the 
police raid of ‘‘two dives.’’ The 
School Committee felt that the 
teacher had acted in a manner 
“‘unbecoming to a _ school 
teacher.’” 

Justice caught up with a man 
who had committed a robbery in 
Pepperell. Sylvio Carriani, known 
as ‘‘Jerry the Wop,’’ was handed 
a six to ten year sentence for a 
robbery committed in 1933. He 
was accused of robbing DuPaws 
store and stealing $425 worth of 
merchandise. He then crossed the 
yard and robbed a car. The police 
finally caught up with Jerry the 
Wop in Maine, where the alleged 


Continued on page 10 
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NFS SEES BRIGHT 
FUTURE IN THE 
TOWN OF PEPPERELL 


To the Pepperell Area Community... 


On September 13, 1991, the Pepperell Office of ComFed 
Savings became an office of NFS Savings Bank. 
Timothy Gendron is happy to have branched out into Pep- 


Although Gendron, the Retail Banking Officer for the NFS 
Savings Bank, has only had an NFS branch in the town for a 
year, he says the move has been great. “This has been a very 
good year for us, especially in Pepperell. The people [of Pep- 
perell] are very cooperative and we've tried to get very involved 
with the Pepperell community. We’re also getting more involved 
with Groton and Townsend.” 

According to Gendron, community involvement is one of the 
main focuses of the bank. He says that NFS purchased the old 
ComFed Bank office because NFS is oriented towards the com- 
munity and keeps its offices local, with no more than ten miles 


While community service is a major goal, NFS is more than 
capable of handling commercial business. “People see the 
‘Savings Bank’ in our title and that’s all they think of, but we’re 
not just a savings bank. We can handle commercial loans, con- 
sumer loans, home equity loans, and other services that go 
beyond what a savings bank does.” 

NFS’s community and commercial service goals seem to be 
paying off. Earnings for the third quarter are $921,000, or 33 
cents per share while the first nine months earned $2,293,000, 
or 83 cents per share. 

Although banks have been having trouble staying in Pep- 
perell, Gendron “isn’t worried at all. This has been a very good 


If you’re wondering what “NFS” stands for, we like to say Nice 
Friendly Service. And now it’s right here in Pepperell. 
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Pilot escapes serious injury in plane crash 
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thief had married the daugnter or a 
Deputy Sheriff, and was running a 
bowling alley. The Pepperell 
Police Chief travelled to Maine, 
and brought Carriani back to 
Massachusetts for trial. 

July - A Pepperell man took 
over as the new district distributor 
for surplus commodities. 

Another Pepperell child was 
hurt by flames. A three year old 
little girl was burned when her 
dress caught fire from a Fourth of 
July sparkler. She was rushed to 
Crocker Hospital, suffering from 
second degree burns. 

Fourth of July pranksters caus- 
ed a Pepperell man a $300 loss 
when they burned his bam. 
Several tools were destroyed by 
the heat of the blaze. 

An electrical and wind storm 
took down several trees in Pep- 
perell and caused quite a bit of 
work for the tree warden. 

A New York man was arrested 
and sentenced to six months in 
Billerica. on charges of 
“‘attacking”’ a six year old Town- 
send girl. 

What was believed to be Pep- 
perell’s first airplane crash oc- 
curred in mid-July. A plane 
belonging to two local boys 
crashed in the woods near Burkin- 
shaw Pond. The pilot escaped 
with only a few cuts and bruises. 

The plumbing and heating work 
for the Pepperell Town House 
went out to bid and the contract 
was awarded to a Lowell firm. 

Four young people narrowly 
escaped injury when the car they 
were in crashed into a tree. The 
group suffered from cuts, bruises, 
and one girl suffered a broken 
nose. 

A straw poll got underway to 
determine who the American peo- 
ple favored for President. 

August - Roosevelt led the 
straw poll of public opinion on the 
Presidential question. 

A wind storm caused damage to 
trees and the local fruit crop. 

Two Pepperell men were in- 
jured in a car accident. Neither 
was seriously injured. 

The production “The First 
Commandment”’ was brought to 
the Pepperell stage by Miss Alice 
Taylor. All three churches in town 
lent their support to the produc- 
tion. The Pepperell Choral Socie- 
ty agreed to cooperate with the 

details. 

Theater continued to be a high 
point of local entertainment. The 
comedy ““Minick’’ was scheduled 
to be brought to stage by the Pep- 
perell PTA. 

September - The Federal 
Allotment for the Main Street 
bridge was approved. It was 
hoped that the piers and steel 
structure of the bridge would be 
completed by the end of the year. 
The feasibility of a foot bridge 
was discussed at length. 

Anyone riding a bike after dark 
without a light was subject to hav- 
ing their bike taken away from 
them. The Chief of Police wamed 
youngsters that he would enforce 
the bike warning. 

The ‘‘First Commandment’ 
played to a large audience in the 
Prescott Hall. The performance, 
however, was not sold out. The 
hall was ‘‘filled about a third’’ for 
the unique production. 

Otto Olsen, a Pepperell select- 
man, earned the nomination for 
representative to the General 
Court of the 12th Middlesex 
District. 

Charles Twitchell passed away 
at age 80. His obituary, as others 
in this time period, was run on the 
front page. 

October - Fire completely 


house at the Gilson farm, Shirley 
Street. The hens perished in the 
flames. The owner of the barn had 
no idea what caused the fire. 

A Pepperell man died from car- 
bon monoxide poisoning. The 
death was ruled accidental. The 
man had driven geen ae os 
newspaper and was fi a short 
time cer be his wife, with the 

still in his lap. 
= men to work in the 
Shirley Street bridge. The Shirley 
Street bridge was the first Pep- 
perell bridge to undergo 
reconstruction. 

An ammy deserter was sought in 
the theft of a typewriter from the 
Pepperell High School. 

The New England Fox Hunters 
Association made to meet in 
Pepperell for the annual fox hunt. 

The Choral Society opened its 
third season at the Lawrence 
Library. 

The plans for the Main Street 
bridge were sent off for state ap- 


November - Otto Olsen won 
the election for State Represen- 
tative. He had been a Pepperell 


selectman. 

The Foxhunters Association 
held its annual elections, and two 
Pepperell men were elected to 
serve this organization. 

A 39 year old woman died at 
Crocker Hospital of pneumonia. 

Dr. Fred Lovejoy, a Pepperell 
physician, died after suffering a 
stroke. He was 76 years old and 
had practiced medicine in Pep- 
perell for over half a century. 

Amos Mahony was elected 
Master of the Prescott Grange. 

December - Nine dealers of 
alcoholic beverages sought 
licenses in Pepperell. 

Grammar School students were 
forbidden to attend high school 
basketball games unless accom- 
panied by an adult. The reason for 
the ban was that grammar school 
principals had reported low atten- 
dance rates following an evening 
game, and had also reported that 
“boys and girls do not measure up 
to their normal standard... ac- 
counted for by the lack of sleep.”” 
Also, the High School Associa- 
tion heard complaints about prop- 
erty belonging to the town being 

marred, defaced or destroyed. 
Following a meeting addressing 
these concems, the Association 


voted to not admit grammar 
school students to basketball 
games. 


Rumors surfaced concerning 
the proposal of a flood control 
reservoir on the Nashua River. 
The dam proposed would be not 
more than 20 feet high. 

Two car accidents occurred in 
the final days of 1936. Neither 
was serious. 


1937 


January - Local stores waited 
to see what Nashua retailers 
planned to do conceming store 
hours. Traditionally, stores had 
closed early on Thursday after- 
noons. Local merchants met to 
discuss what hours they would be 
open, opting to follow the lead of 
the larger city stores. 

A 23 year old Townsend girl 
died from meningitis. 

Dr. Harold Ayres of Pepperell 
and Groton was elected Chairman 
of the Ayer Memorial Hospital. 

About 250 Odd Fellows and 
Rebekahs attended a banquet at 
the Odd, Fellows Hall and 
ceremoniously burned the mor- 
tgage of the Main Street property. 


Pepperell Red Cross workers 
raised $100 for flood relief. 

A poultry lecture was held at 
the Town Hall. 


The Nashua River Paper Com- 
pany announced that all 
employees would receive a 5 
cents per hour raise. Wages for 
salaried employees remained the 
same. 

February - Pepperell answered 
to the call for flood relief and 
presented a check for $344.10 to 
the Red Cross. 

A PTA Founders Day meeting 
was held in mid-September. 

Bob’s Diner was sold to a 
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A victim of fire... The Methodist Church building, once located on Chapel Place, was destroyed by fire and later rebuilt, 


Waltham man. 

A 26 year old man died a 
violent death in a Pepperell 
automobile crash. The car, a 1931 
Chrysler Coupe, was tom apart to 
reach the victim, who was im- 
mediately pronounced dead. 

The footings were poured for 
the Main Street bridge. 

A noted woman aviationist 
came to Pepperell to speak to the 
Junior Birdmen Club. 

A local trapper resisted arrest 
by the Game Warden. Warrants 
for the man’s arrest had been 
issued, charging him with 
trespassing and violations of the 
trapping laws. He tried to escape 
arrest, ‘‘and a tussle followed, en- 
ding with both men on the 
ground.”” 


March - A short delay in pour- 
ing the concrete for the Main 
Street bridge came and rumors 
surfaced that construction had 
been stopped. 

The arrested trapper appealed 
his 10 day sentence for assault 
against the Game Warden. 

Residents of the East Village in 
Pepperell were promised a new 
bridge. A second case of men- 
ingitis claimed the life of a local 
youth. 

The PTA sponsored a father’s 
night. 

A sealskin coat, worth several 
hundred dollars and offered for 
quick sale to a couple of Pepperell 
housewives, made the two women 
suspicious. The women called the 
police, who then determined that 
there were warrants out for the ar- 
rest of the two fur ‘‘salesmen.’’ 
Police began a search for the two 
men. 

A mill worker was injured and 
lost the end of his thumb and 
crushed two fingers when his left 
hand was caught in the squeeze 
rollers of a machine. 
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The Fourth of July in 1937 was quite a time in 
Pepperell. A series of vandalism was deemed 
“the worst in history of town.” A number of fires 
were set throughout Pepperell, and a few days 
later, the total damage was not yet known. The 
celebration “was the most lawless in the history 
of this community.” 

Town officials promised “immediate action” in 
dealing with the arson and vandalism. 


The athletic director of Pep- 
perell High School resigned. 

The American Legion put on a 
minstrel show at the Prescott Hall. 

April - The Pepperell Musical 
Society broadcast its show over a 
Lowell radio station. 

The Main Street bridge was 
ready for steel construction. 

A 52 year old Townsend man 
was bumed to death in a West 
Townsend camp. 

208 people attended the 
Minstrel show put on by the 
Legion at Prescott Hall. 

The Paugus Rod and Gun Club 


VOTE CHANGE 


attracted new members. 

The high school put on 
“Boston Blues’’ for its annual 
play. 

At the Pepperell Theatre, Joan 
Blondell and Dick Powell were 
shown in the movie ‘‘Gold 
Diggers of 1937.’’ Also showing 
at the Pepperell movie house, 
Greta Garbo, starring in 
“Camille”? and Patricia Ellis in 
“Sing me a love song.”’ 

75 men attended ‘“‘Men’s 
Night’’ at the Community Chur- 
ch. 


Flames destroyed the shed of 


the Tom Gilbert home on Nashua 
Road. 

The production of ‘‘The Meal 
Ticket’? was well received at the 
Grange Hall. 

Girders were laid over the Main 
Street bridge span. 

May - A 23 year old Pepperell 
man was hacked to death with a 
chopping axe. State detectives 
began a search for a person with a 
wound or wounds that might have 
been inflicted during a fight that 
ended with the murder of a 23 
year old man. At first, it was 
believed the death had been a 
suicide, but investigation proved 
that suicide was physically im- 
possible. The boy’s mother 
reported that sometime during the 
night, she heard noise in the barn, 
and thinking it was the cattle, fell 
back to sleep. When she got up to 
do the milking, she found the 
“mangled and blood soaked 
form”’ of her son. At first, because 
of the condition of the body, the 
woman did not realize that the vic- 
tim was her son. 

There seemed to be no doubt 
that he had gotten into a duel with 
someone, as one axe was found 
under his body and a second axe 
was found near the door. Finger- 
prints were taken from the axe 
handle and the boy’s father and 
one of his brothers were detained 
by police for questioning. Follow-' 
ing a night of questioning, the 
brother was released but the father 
remained held in Cambridge. The 
victim had lived in Pepperell all of 
his life and was well known 
locally as a baseball and basket- 
ball player. He worked at the 
Nashua River Paper Company. 

A week following the murder, 
there had been little more de- 
velopment. People in East Pep- 
perell were living ‘‘in constant 
dread’’ as the investigation con- 
tinued and widened. Detectives 
from Cambridge got involved in 
the case. The Shirley medical ex- 
aminer, who had taken charge of 
the body, stated that there was no 
doubt the crime had been murder. 
However, several people con- 
tinued to suggest a suicide theory. ' 
The doctor would not change his 
opinion, ‘‘because of the wounds'~ 

to the victim’s head, the blood’ 
stains and fingerprints at the other’ 
end of the ‘barn, and the location 
of the second axe.’” 

Still, a second week after the 
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death, investigators continued to 
explore the suicide theory. 
Neighbors reported that the victim 
had argued constantly with his 
parents over his earings. Accor- 
ding to these neighbors, the boy 
eared $20 a week working for 
the paper mill and was forced to 
turn all of his money over to his 
parents, being allowed to keep 
only $1 for his own use. He 
argued with his parents, and for 
this reason, the suicide theory 
continued to surface, 

June - A hit and run driver was 
sought by Pepperell and Nashua 
police. 

A battle erupted concerning the 
appointment of a man to the take 
the Pepperell Postmaster position. 
This appointment was made over 
the re-appointment of the incum- 
bent postmaster, and was greeted 
with much debate. 

Pepperell High School prepared 
for commencement exercises. 
Because of rain, the services were 
held indoors. 

Delores Del Rio and Richard 
Dix starred in ‘‘Devil’s 
Playground,”’ shown at the Pep- 
perell Theatre. Also playing at the 
Pepperell movie house, John 
Wayne in “California Straight 
Ahead.”’ 

July - Three lumber cabins 
were burned over the Fourth of 
July, and the charred remains of a 

_ man was found in one of the 
cabins. The torso of 
“‘undoubtedly”’ a man was found 
in the ashes, According to 
published reports, ‘‘if tests prove 
that the torso is that of a human, 
charges of manslaughter will be 
sought.’” 

The Fourth of July in 1937 was 
- quite a time in Pepperell. A series 
of vandalism was deemed ‘‘the 
worst in history of town.’’ A 
number of fires were set 
throughout Pepperell, and a few 
days later, the total damage was 
not yet known. The celebration 
“‘was the most lawless in the 
history of this community.’’ 

Town officials promised 
“immediate action’’ in dealing 
with the arson and vandalism. 

A Pepperell man, out delivering 
Dr. Davis milk, was beaten by 
“‘thugs.’’ After being pulled from 
his milk truck, beaten and kicked, 
the assailants fled and left the man 


Bemis Company came to Pepperell in 1929... 
The second floor of a building rented from Nashua River 
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Part of yesterday... The First National Bank in Railroad Square that served the community for many years before changing hands 


and eventually moving to new quarters. 


on the side of the road. The man 
recognized several of the men 
who attacked him, and the Chief 
of Police issued warrants for their 
arrest. 

Pepperell’s 4th celebration con- 
tinued to be the talk of the town. 
The ‘‘charred body”’ found in the 
bumed camp was proclaimed to 
bea ‘‘false report.”’ The Pepperell 
board of selectmen stated that the 
Chief of Police had given the 
newspapers a false report. ‘“There 
is no foundation to the story,’’ 
they said. A further investigation 
continued. 

Plans got underway for a Pep- 
perell Play-Day, designed for 
children and adults alike. The 
Play-Day was to be similar to a 
market day. 

The Main Street Bridge was 
opened with no ceremony. 

August - A Brookline man was 
held for attempted murder, as he 
was accused of shooting a 20 year 
old man in the shoulder. The 
wounded man was admitted to 
Crocker Hospital, and Dr. Crocker 
was quoted as saying the man 
would ‘not likely’’ lose his arm. 
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The Brookline man maintained 
that the shooting was an accident. 

The flap over the Postmaster 
position ended and a new man 
was appointed to the Pepperell of- 
fice, 

The Fire Marshall began a pro- 
be into the Fourth of July pranks 


meeting with the most approval 
was above the Mill Street bridge. 
Clubs in town offered to help 
defray the cost. 


September - Pictures of the 
new East Pepperell bridge ap- 
peared in the paper for the first 


A 28 year old Pepperell man was hacked to 
death with a chopping axe. State detectives 
began a search for a person with a wound or 
wounds that might have been inflicted during a 
fight that ended with the murder ofa 23 year old 
man. At first, it was believed the death had been 
a suicide, but investigation proved that suicide 
was physically impossible. 


that caused considerable damage 
to the town. 

Pepperell began to make plans 
for a municipal Bathing Pool. The 
swimming pool idea was initiated 
by the American Legion. Several 
likely spots for the pool were 
discussed by citizens, all sug- 
gested spots were on the 
Nissitissit. River.. ‘The area 
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time. 

Pepperell got a new post office, 
located at Pepperell Center and 
unofficial word came that East 
Pepperell would receive a new 
Post Office as well. 

Townspeople working on the 
municipal swimming pool set a 
$500 goal. 

A Pepperell man was arrested 


on charges made by his wife of 
non-support and desertion. When 
the case came to trial, the woman 
did not appear, and at a second 
hearing, asked the judge to 
dismiss the case. 

A wedding was performed at 
Crocker Hospital. The groom had 
been admitted to the hospital after 
a car crash. His bride-to-be ap- 
peared at the hospital with her 
mother and the groom’s mother, 
and: the wedding was performed 
by Father Murphy of St. Joseph’s 
Church. 

Fire threatened the East Pep- 
perell block as a barn 
“spontaneously combusted’’ due 
to green hay. Firemen were able 
to extinguish the blaze before fur- 
ther property could be destroyed. 

October - The Mill Street 
bridge neared completion. 

The Times-Free Press changed 
owners in late October when in 
Elbridge G. Cann, a former part- 
ner of Millard Leeman, foreclosed 
on the property. Cann foreclosed 
on the property after Leeman fail- 
ed to keep up payments on the 
mortgage held by Cann. Follow- 
ing the foreclosure, Leeman 
“‘made off with with an important 
part of the linotype machine,’’ but 
Cann was able to obtain another 
part, and the paper hit the 
newsstands as usual (and just one 
day late). Cann was listed as 
publisher, editor in the masthead. 

A committee was appointed to 
study the needs of the Pepperell 
schools. 

November - A cow, stuck in 
the mud, was ‘“‘rolled’’ by 
hunters, who decided that rolling 
the animal was the only way to 
free it from the mud pit it was 
stuck in. 

Area residents began to study a 
plan whereby they could pay $10 
a year and obtain free hospitaliza- 
tion for up to 21 days. This 
‘radical step in insurance’’ was 
made possible by the Associated 
Hospital Service of Boston. Ayer 
Hospital considered the plan, and 
it was widely assumed the plan 
would be adopted. 

A Pepperell home was burned 
and the owner suffered head and 
shoulder burns from the blaze. 

Talk about the Pepperell dam 
surfaced again, as engineers told 
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elivering milk beaten by thugs | 


dam would prevent flood damage 
in this area. 

A noted dance instructor from 
Nashua opened up a School of 
Dancing at the Odd Fellows Hall. 
Robert Dayo offered classes in 
Russian, French and Italian Ballet, 
as well as instruction in tap, 
ballroom and ballet dancing. 

A calf was bom on Hollis Road 
with a perfect ‘‘7’’ on_ its 
forehead. The 7 was outlined in 
white against a brown 
background, and the calf, known 
as Lucky 7, made front page 
news. 

December - Pepperell High 
School held its junior prom. 

Counterfeit coins were found in 
Pepperell by a baker. The coins 
were an exact replica of real 
coins, only the date was missing. 

A car crash injured Mr. and 
Mrs. George Mooney of Tarbell 
Street. 

A Pepperell teen fell asleep in 
the Pepperell cinema, and when 
he woke up, found that all exits 
had been locked. His mother 
called the police department when 
he failed to return home, and the 
police “‘rescued’’ the boy with a 
ladder. 

A 42 year old man suffered a 
fatal heart attack. 

Funeral services were held for a 
three year old boy who was killed 
after being struck by a car. The 
boy had been with his mother and 
six year old sister, as well as with 
two aunts and a cousin. All were 
injured. The children were treated 
and released, but their mothers 
remained hospitalized. The three 
year old died from internal in- 
juries. The group had been cross- 
ing the street when a car, trying to 
avoid a second vehicle backing 
out from a parking space, slamm- 
ed into them. 


1938 


January - Two Pepperell 
youths were found guilty of break- 
ing and entering and larceny into a 
Nashua business. The youths, one 
20 and the second 22, were part of 
a gang accused of breaking into 
several Nashua businesses, At one 
point, the five men used 
sledgehammers to open a safe 
stolen from Howard Johnson’s. 


Continued on page 12 


The second floor of a two-story building at the corner of Cherry and Main 
Streets in St. Louis housed six sewing machines and two small printing 
presses. Because millers were suspicious of machine-sewn (versus hana- 
sewn) bags, Judson Moss Bemis unconditionally guaranteed every bag he 


Paper Co. housed equipment to make the multi-wall valve 


bags used for cement, fertilizer, flour, chemicals and sugar. 
In 1944, Bemis of Pepperell was awarded the Army and 
Navy ‘‘E”’ for excellence on behalf of the war effort. 


The Bemis plant as it stands today... 


The Pepperell plant on Chapel Place employs over 150 people in a group of buildings covering 


John Howard 


sold. His first order was for 200 half-barrel sacks to be delivered at the rate 
of 50 a day. 


Pepperell Plant Manager 


over 165,000 square feet of space. Future growth will depend on the continued support from the 
Pepperell community to ensure that Bemis can remain competitive in a changing world. 
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One man plead guilty, the other 
was found guilty after his trial. 

Selectmen authorized the reno- 
vation of the Pepperell Police 
Station. 

The Pastor of St. Joseph’s 
Church, Fr. Denis O’Brien, stated 
that he would probably seck an 
investigation of the school 
department by the state board of 
education. The school board and 
the pastor differed over the ques- 
tion of altar boys being excused 
from school to attend services on 
Holy Thursday. 

Urged by the District Attomey, 
the Pepperell Police waged a war 
on gambling. A drive ensued to 
“stamp out gambling places that 
infest the town.”’ 

The next edition of the paper 
proclaimed, ‘‘Gambling houses 
doomed!’ 

February - An East Pepperell 
man was hit by a bowling ball at 
the Pepperell bowling alley, He 
wound up in the hospital with a 
broken nose. 

Two suits were filed against the 
Pepperell Tax Collector, charging 
the tax collector with false arrest. 

Thawing out water pipes with a 
blow torch started a fire in a 
Hollis Street home, Firemen 
quickly put out the flames. 

New machinery was installed at 


Bemis Company. The new 
machine was designed to make 
sugar bags. 


A fatal car accident occurred on 
Canal Street. The accident was 
caused by a second car, and the 
driver of that vehicle was charged 
with drunk driving. 

March - The murder of an 82 
year old man in Ashby made front 
page mews, and investigators 
worked frantically to find the 
killers, 

Two Fitchburg men were ar- 
rested in connection with the 
crime eleven days later. The Fit- 
chburg men, aged 19 and 17, told 
police they mistook the 82 year 
old man for his brother. They 
stated that they only intended to 
rob, not kill the man. When they 
went into a barn to rob the man, 
the old fellow grabbed a pitchfork 
and was hit over the head. He 
didn’t get up, and the boys, 
frightened, ran away. 

Two men suspected of setting a 
fire that destroyed the Champion 
Card .Shop, were.grilled by the 

State Fire Marshall for five hours. 
The two men were seen going into 
the shop prior to the fire. 

The fire was the “‘most spec- 
tacular since the shoe shop fire of 
1903”’ and caused $200,000 wor- 
th of damages. Homes on either 
side of the Card Shop were 
damaged in the blaze. 

April - Two witnesses stated 
they saw the two men accused of 
setting a fire in the Champion 
Card Shop, and bail was set at 
$2000 for the accused. 

A Townsend forest fire claimed 
2000 acres of land. 

A Pepperell teen discovered. a 
tragic fire in Temple, which 
claimed the lives of two small 
boys. The teenager had been driv- 
ing by in his car when he spotted 
the flames. The fire killed a 5 year 
old and a 2 year old boy. 

May - A 51 year old man 
escaped from the Pepperell Jail. 
He was being held in Pepperell 
pending his trial on forgery and 
check passing charges. 
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The mother of six children 
committed suicide in early May. 
The woman drowned in the 
Nissitissit River. A note found in 
the woman’s house urged the 
family to take care of the youngest 
child. Searchers hunted for the 
woman, and her body was found 
after a three hour search. 
Members of her family could give 
no reason for her suicide. 

The Musical Society presented 
its first concert of the season. 

June - A car accident occurred 
on Mill Street, caused by a tire 
blow out. No one was. injured in 
the crash. 

“Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm”’ was showcased at the Pep- 
perell Theatre. 

A 15 year old girl died after a 
long illness. 

The Pepperell High School 
senior class of 1938 celebrated its 
graduation. 

July - The Fourth of July 
observance passed without inci- 
dent. A bon fire on the Town 
Field drew a large crowd. 

Thousands of people attended 
the 100th Anniversary of the 
Townsend Band. The huge bash 
was a tremendous success, despite 
poor weather and intermittent 
rainstorms. 

August - Pepperell school offi- 
cials received word that the town 
would receive a $49,500 grant for 
the high school building project. 

Work was required to begin 
within eight weeks of the grant 
notice. The school was designed 
to be made of brick and consisting 
of eight classrooms. The student 
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population was expected to be 250 
students. 

Lightening struck the Dor- 
sheimer house on Tarbell Street. 

Pepperell, Townsend and 
Ashby officials received word that 
they would get state funds for 
flood damage. 

Pepperell received $3000 in 
flood damage funds. 

A proposal came before the 
Department of Public Works to 
make a grade crossing out of the 
“dangerous bridge’’ at Primus. A 
Tough estimate for the work came 
in at $14,000, but expenses. to. the 
town were expected to be in the 
$500 range. 

September - 584 students 
enrolled in the Pepperell Schools. 
The town opened up the bidding 
process for the new high school 
construction. 

“Little Johnny Dee’? was in- 
jured in a fall from a truck and 
suffered a concussion and bruises. 

The Primus Bridge continued to 
make news, and a hearing was 
scheduled to review plans to grade 
the area. 

The area suffered heavy hur- 
ricane damage, causing thousands 
of dollars in property loss. Power 
was knocked out and not expected 
to be restored for several days. All 
roads were closed by fallen trees. 
Several area barns collapsed, and 
loss of livestock was experienced. 
Linemen from electric companies 
Tushed to restore power. Two 
babies were bom at Crocker 
Hospital while the power was out, 
and the infants came into the 
world by flashlight. 
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October - Within a week 
following the hurricane, service 
was restored to 80 percent of the 
homes in Pepperell. 

The Pepperell Springs Water 


Company was sold to Leon 
Jowders. 
The government bought 


“hurricane apples” from local or- 
chards. 

Fire completely destroyed a 
three story henhouse, a garage and 
an incubator room, 2300 chickens 
and farm machinery on Shirley 
Street. The damage to the poultry 
farm was estimated at $20,000. 

November - Pepperell police 
recovered a stolen car. 
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The N.M.C.P.A. Ball was held 
in Pepperell. 

Lillian Palmer was named as 
the new Master of the Prescott 
Grange. 

The American Legion made 
plans to present ‘‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose.”’ 

The armistice ball drew a large 
attendance. 

Another accident at the Primus 
Bridge further strengthened the 
need for bridge reconstruction or 
grading. 

December - The last month of 
year began-with ‘a steamshovel 
coming to town to begin constric- 
tion on the new Pepperell high 
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36"X60" Extension Table 


with 2 12” Leaves 


20% OFF 


ALL TABLES | 
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ON SALE 


10% OFF 


ecavy damage & property loss 


school. 

The editor of the Times-Free 
Press escaped uninjured from a 
car accident. 

The lawsuit brought against the 
Pepperell tax collector went to 
trial. The man suing the tax col- 
lector for false arrest sought 
$10,000 in damages. He was 
awarded $567 in his suit. 

The state indicated that it was 
ready to remove the Primus 
bridge. 

The Pepperell Town Club 
distributed gifts to 589 children at 
its annual Christmas party, 

A Pepperell man was sentenced 
to 10 days in the house of correc- 
tion for poultry theft. 

Another man was sentenced to 
30 days on a charge of using an 
automobile without authority. 


1939 


January - A fire at the 
Methodist Church destroyed the 
65 year old building. Firemen 
barely escaped injury when the 
roof collapsed. The townspeople 
decided to rebuild the church, 
which sustained $30,000 in 
damages. It was believed the fire 
was caused by an overloaded 
chimney. 

Seven liquor licenses were 
issued in town. 

Various clubs in town agreed to 
cooperate in developing play 
facilities. Residents battled a cold 
snap, with temperatures hitting 12 
below. 

February - A ski tow was 
opened in Dunstable. 

The Finance Committee’s 
report was printed on the front 
page of the Free Press. 

The Grange began making 
plans for a St. Patrick’s Day 
dance. 

At town meeting, voters ap- 
proved an article for a $8,500 fire 
truck. 

Several car accidents, due to 
icy road conditions, kept police 
hopping. 

The play ‘‘7 Keys’ put on by 
the high school packed the Grange 
Hall. 

March - Selectmen appointed 
Rupert Blood as Town Accoun- 
tant. 

A Sunday snowstorm, the 
heaviest of the winter, dumped 16 
inches of snow in one. night. 
Trescott Abele-and his daughter 
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$1,600 stolen from Central Grain 


Continued from 12 
were injured in a car crash, 

Louis Shattuck was appointed 
Associate Assessor. 

Residents driving down Main 
Street were greeted by the sight of 
steel girders going up for the new 
Pepperell high school. 

A Tucker Street house was 
damaged by fire, but no injuries or 
serious loss was reported. 

The Central Grain Company’s 
safe was broken into, but no funds 
were stolen from the Pepperell 
company. Cigar bands were found 
next to the safe and state police 
began a hunt for the safe crackers. 

The WPA sewing project was 
discontinued for an indefinite 
time. 

April - Police apprehended the 
Central Grain Company safe 
crackers, arresting two Brockton 
men. The men were suspected of 
robbing several businesses in a 
large area, stretching from Cape 
Cod to Fitchburg. The two men 
arrested were believed to be 
members of a gang of four men. 

“‘Norman’s,’’ a new clothing 
store, opened at the Corner of Mill 
and Main Streets. The store was 
owned and operated by Norman 
Tule. Norman’s carried hosiery, 


underthings, men’s, women’s, 
children’s clothing and ac- 
cessories, 

The U.S. Forest Service 


planned to locate a camp in Pep- 
perell. The camp of 50 men was to 
be located on Oak Hill Road. 
Work in the camp was to consist 
of removing flammable materials 
from hurricane-felled timber, pil- 
ing and buming of brush, and 
construction of fire lanes. 

No serious injuries were 
reported in a two car collision on 
Oak Hill Road. 

Two members of the board of 
assessors resigned their positions. 

The selectmen voted to allow 
Pepperell Inns to sell liquor on 
Sundays. 

A headline proclaimed, 
“Delinquency traced to lack of 
understanding between father and 
son.” 

May - The Old Pepperell Bank 
paid out another 10 percent to its 
creditors. 

Amos Mahony was elected as 
Assessor. 

Thieves broke into the 
Spaulding School in Townsend, 
making away with’ money and 
food. 

The American Legion an- 
nounced its Memorial Day plans. 

June - Once again, thieves 
cracked the safe at the Central 
Grain Company, and this time, 
were successful in their quest for 
cash. $1600 was stolen from the 
Pepperell company. This was the 
second time in two months that he 
safe had been vandalized. 

The state police visited the 
scene of the crime, but no arrests 
were immediately made. 

Bids went out for equipment for 
the Pepperell high school, and 
eight firms were awarded con- 
tracts. 

An Oak Hill brush fire burned 
5000 feet of timber. 

Six water moccasins were 
killed in Townsend. 

The town’s share of the gas tax 
was used to estimate receipts. It 
was estimated that Pepperell’s 
share of the gas tax would be 
$3,500. 

Voters approved $1150 for the 
assessors, to be used for supplies. 

The Pepperell Legion made 
elaborate plans for the Fourth of 
July celebration. 

22 seniors received their 
diplomas at commencement exer- 
cises. 

A firecracker caused an eye in- 
jury to a nine year old boy. The 
child’s eye was very severely 
bummed when a firecracker inside a 
lead pipe didn’t explode right 
away. The child picked up the 
pipe to look inside it to find out 
why the firecracker didn’t go off, 
and it exploded as he bent his 
head to the pipe. Doctors were op- 
timistic about saving the child’s 
eye. 

ty - The Fourth of July 

celebration was deemed “the big- 
gest in many years.’’ 

A 26 year old man was instant- 
ly killed when the car he had 
stolen crashed in Dunstable. The 
car had been stolen from where it 
was parked in front of a beauty 
salon. 

A 10 year old boy cut his foot 
severely at the Mill Street swimm- 
ing pool. 

Astray dog killed several hun- 
dred dollars worth of geese owned 
by T. Abele. Peter Fitzpatrick shot 
at the dog when he found the 
animal in his chicken coop. The 
dog was not seriously injured. 

A drunken driver, held respon- 
sible for an accident that injured 
two people, was fined $35. 

Local farmers were hit hard by 


a long drought. ‘The lack of rain 
caused water shortages and crop 
setbacks, 

August - An article in the first 
edition of August proclaimed that 
the innkeeper of the Ideal House 

“is just this side of a strait 
jacket.’ Why? Too much Beer 
Barrel Polka. The innkeeper com- 
plained that his customers insisted 
on playing the record time after 
time. 

A tot, hit by a car, was not bad- 
ly injured. The little girl had 
started to cross the street when she 
was struck by a car. 

The new school building was 
scheduled to open September 18. 
Three new teachers were hired 
and townspeople looked forward 
to the addition of the new school. 

State and local police began a 
search for a 19 year old Pepperell 
girl. The teen had been last seen at 
St. Joseph’s Church, where she 
had attended a dance. She left the 
dance at 11:30 and told friends 
she was going home. When she 
did not arrive, her frantic parents 
notified police. 

The girl returned home after a 
full,,.week, away,\,and, told her 
parents that she had been visiting 
friends in Harvard. She stated that 
she didn’t know she was the sub- 
ject of a police search. 

Aman committed suicide in the 
New Prescott Hotel. His body, 
found hanging in an unfinished 
upstairs room, had been found by 
the hotel owner. 

September - Selectmen signed 
the agreement for the Primus 
Bridge and preparations were 
underway to remove the old struc- 
ture, 

Assessors announced a tax rate 
of $28. 

The fire truck arrived -- and it 
barely fit in the engine house. 

Aman cut by a circular saw lost 
his fingers and part of his hand in 
the accident. 

Fire broke out at a pig farm on 
Oak Hill, killing 40 pigs and caus- 
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ing severe damage to surrounding 
woodlands, The barn was 
destroyed in the blaze. 

The Pepperell schools opened 
on schedule and the Clara Shat- 
tuck school served double duty as 
high school students attended 
classes there pending completion 
of the new high school. 

October - Three dogs perished 
in an Ashby fire. 

Pepperell organized a new 
Board of Trade. 22 merchants and 
businessmen supported the idea of 
a trade board, organized to im- 
prove local businesses. 

Fire destroyed another home in 
town. The cause of the blaze was 
unknown. 

A hit and run driver was “‘light- 
ly punished”’ -- getting six months 
probation for knocking down a 
Pepperell resident and then leav- 
ing the scene of the accident. 

November - A hunter lost an 
eye in the first accident of the hun- 
ting season. A 22 year old man 
was shot accidentally by his com- 
panion. The pair was hunting, 
when a partridge flew up in front 
of them. The boy raised his gun to 
shoot, and pulled’ the trigger too 
quickly. "His hunting companion 
lost an eye. 

A former Pepperell boy was 


This Ad 
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The Pepperell Free 


killed in a separate hunting acci- 
dent. This hunting accident took 
place in Connecticut, and took the 
life of an 18 year old former Pep- 
perell boy. 

The new fire truck put on a 
demonstration, and drew a large 
crowd. 

Fire totally claimed a home on 
Groton Street, resulting in an 
$8,000 loss for the owners. The 
house, owned by a teacher, was 
ravaged by the flames and all of 
the woman’s possessions were 
lost. 

December - Two garages were 
broken into and a car and money 
were reported stolen. 

Robbery was not relegated to 
garages alone; the DuPaws Phar- 
macy was robbed and thieves 
made away with watches and 
cameras. The police believed that 
the robbery was the work of boys. 

The Assistant Fire Chief was 
injured in a fire that destroyed a 
barn. 

The PTA announced that it in- 
tended to sell hot lunches to 
school children during the winter 
months. 

“Area churches ~‘reported 
“‘capacity throngs’’ at Christmas 
services. 
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No Waiting...No Shivering ... With New. 


STEWART-WARNER 
Seat Wed CAR HEATER 


Reg. U. S. Pat. OF. 


Works a New Way — Burns Gasoline 
In Patented Sealed Metal Chamber 


‘Here's an entirely new kind of car heater—one that gives* 
billows of warmth in 90 seconds, without waiting for the 
motor to warm up! It gives more heat, faster—guaranteed— j 
because it burns gasoline in a patented, sealed metal chamber, 
at an average cost of only %% of a cent an hour! = 


} Approved by famous Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., as 
absolutely safe—because fumes from the sealed chamber, 
are drawn direct to engine manifold and pass out exhaust , 
Now approved by thousands of users because it is faster— 4 


hotter — simpler. 


A simple electric igniter lights the heater—then shuts off- 


automatically so there’s no heavy 
drain on your battery. And there's 
no hose cutting—no extra thermo- 
stat to buy when the Stewart- 
Warner South Wind is installed. 
See it here today—and say good-bye 
now to winter driving discomfort. 


$19.95 
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Classes from the past... 1928-1935 


Saab io row: Arlene McGrath, Ruth Bates, G. Tumpney, Robert Drumm, Junior Parker, Charles Allan, Class of 1932...First row: Dorothy Davis, Barbara Greatchus, Adeline Jensen, Catherine Morrissey, Eva Robbins, 
. Back row: Marion Drumm, Mildred Robbins, Catherine Whalon, Anna Lorden, James Drown, Beatrice Caroline Hearn, Second row: Arlene Greenwood, Veikko Linna, Sidney Mason, William Drumm, William Fuller, Bernard 
Tucker, Cielan Winn, Anita Marcton, Arthur Jensen, Winifred Hall. Twitchell, Mary Bartlett. 


Class of 1929...Back row: Charles A. Gilson, Lawrence E. Sliney, Joséph F.’ Duda, Forrest E. Knight, Donald A. McLeod, Class of 1933..,First row: Phyllis Messer, Beulah Winship,Dorothy. Harris, Ellen Hutchison, Elizabeth Mahony, Stella _ 1 

Arthur E. Glow, Hugo P. Borgatti. Front row: Verna M. Robbins, Evelyn M. Thorpe, Ellen W. Parker, Lillian F. Davis, Freda Milroy, Frances Boulia, Lillian Hills, Mable Cotton. Second row: Raymond Hatfield, Wesley Lupien, Everett Morrill, Joseph i 

M. Marks, Mikired G. Bailey. Woodbury, Louis Glow, John McCarthy, Thadeus Grautski, Leonard Follansbee. Third row: Philip Sullivan, Albert 
Wisnosky, George Rice, Daniel Straitiff, Michael Jersyk, Wesley Young. 


Class of 1977... Taken in April, 1925, bottom row: Natalie Blake, Molly Breen, Lestina Parker, Maynie Blood, Leo Sliney, Class of 1934...Back row: Frederick Beer, Roger Dunbar, George Shattuck, Edward Fitzgerald, Mark Sullivan, John 
Wisner Hutchinson, Richard Cleveland, Worcester Smith. Top row: Hazel Chapman, Lorraine Geiger, Alice Gibbons, Mae Sullivan, Bernard Blaney, Joseph Wisnosky. Front row: Charlotte Lane, Ruth Gardner, Isabelle Callum, George Attridge, 
Drinan, Elinor Rice, Madeline Prendergast, Hazel Wilson, Albert Jones, Clarence Rivers, George Nichols, Bart Reagan. Maxine Flory, Hazel Hall, Madeline Lynch. 


Class of 1931..Seated: Serkka (Linna) Hoagland, Lorraine Suprenant, Dorothy (Cullinan) Fosse, Janette Smith, Genieve Class of 1935...Front row: E, Borgatte, W. Colbert, B. Mathes, R. Sliney, E. Maxwell, M. Boulia, M. Twichell. Middle row: 
{Gartess) Dunbar, Ruth (Giow) Bennett, inez (Stuart) Creighton. Standing: Lillian (Callum) Palmer, Mary Hinckley, R. Deware, E. Hawley, R. Straitiff, A. Hallbourg, M. Woods, M. Duda, E. Lorden, D. Crane, Back row: L. Greatchus, R, 


Ni Augustus Moody, William Jagiellowicz, Herbert Blood, Katherine (Parker) Woods, Rosamond Shattuck, Bertrand, W. Seperski, W, Hallbourg, E. Ham, A. Mahoney, B. Grautski, 


. ; \ } 
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Class of 1996...First row: Rita (Lynch) McGrath, Mary (Gagnon) Hills, Elizabeth (Pike) Blankenship, Gerry Attridge, Edna 
(Hamilton) Hayes, Eileen (Ordway) Brown, (Mary Wisnoski) Wilson. Second row: Flora (Glow) Robbins, Viola (Greatchus) 
Noyes, Alice (Brew) Markham, Glenys (Toomey) Conant, Helen Twohig, Margaret (Colbert) Stonehouse. Third row: Helen 
(Sylvester) Morally, Norman Young, Robert Starkie, Phillip Cushing, Paul Hayes, Frederic Becker, Charles Hills, Marion 
Moore, 


Class of 1937...First row: Mildred Gardner, Kitty Holt, Kay Ewing, Claire Andrews, John Cotton, Dorothy Osberg, Beverly 
Sheerwood, Helen Mahony, Mildred Nutting. Second row: Leonard Hackett, Irene Campbell, Charles Adamowich, Joan 
Fuller, Ann Straitiff, William Hackett, Ida Fitzgerald. 


Class of 1938...First row: R. Pelletier, P. Allard, J. Gilman, S. Jerszya, J. McLeod. Second row: P, Parker, M. Greenwood, 
D. Hamilton, R. Twohig, C. Gray. Third row: E, Blood, M. Fuller, R. Callum, J. Murphy, |. Borgatti, C. Parker. Fourth row: 
P, Powers, J. Neumyer, M Howe, A. Brown, E. Twichell, M. Wisnosky, R. Duprey. 


Class of 1939...First row: Rita Starkey, Madeline Colbert, Florence Sullivan, Bernard Hamilton, Rita Gagnon, Ruth Chase, 

Barbara Sherwood. Second row: Arthur Mahony, Doris Shattuck, Bertha Smith, Dorothy Gardner, Frances Cotton, Rita 

Allen, Emmeline Marvin, Doris Straitiff. Back row: Robert Russell, Harmon Crackett, Bradford Graves, Francis Greatchus, 
David Carter, Norman Sheldon, J. Martin Davis. 


: 


Class of 1940...First tow: Mary Hac! 


Classes from the past... 1936-1945 


kett, Doris Messer, Harold Glow, Patricia Sullivan, Harold Morse, Richard Lorden, 
Norman Howe, John Anderson, Wallace Geiger, Eleanor Donahue, Hazel Hamilton. Second row: Dorothy Messer, Ruth 


Chase, Doris Gagnon, Gloria LePage, Deanna Mills, Marjory Marshall, Mildred Blake, Janet Tower, Marian Gardner, Har- 
riet Kingman, Dorothy Harney, Florence Nagle, Nancy Welch, Patricia Cummings, Barbara Hammond, Third row: Ruth 
Gilman, Thomas Mahony, Joseph Lynch, Joseph Czarnionka, William Lorden, Robert Newhall, Mary Brown, Robert 


194] 
Forestine Blood 
Mary 6. Brown 
Adolf Gzarnionka 
Lester Duprey 
Ann Filgerald 
Aan Gautski 


Roger Greenwood 
Millon Fe ‘amilfon 


1942 
Stellen Allen 
Joe Chase 
Glaire Davis 
Gladys Duke 
John Gagnon ; 
John Gardner 
Phyllis Gray 


1943 


Harold Bennett 
Charlolle Garter 
Ftelen Colfer 
Kenneth Davis 
Boris Dubussy 
IMarion Hlaqg 
Jrene Flackell 
Russell Ftamilton 
Virginia Hturd 
Nancy Stoughton 
Raymond Lorden 
Rita Borden 
Thomas Noore 
Mary Powers 
Patricia Shattuck 
Fay Sherwood 
Francis Sullivan 
Frank Wilbur 
Jsabel Williams 
George O’ Bea 


‘i 


Class of 1945...First row, Bernice Rootovich, Barbara Shattuck, Beatrice Moore, Carolyn Harney, Priscilla Burney, Louis 
Murphy, Marie Abare. Second row: Henry Cummings, Robert Wisnosky, Evelyn Shattuck, Nina Parker, Peggy Kimball, 


Allard, Lois Fuller, Robert Tumpney, Elizabeth Shattuck, Donald Hallbough, Isabelle Wilson, Donald Blake. 


Robert Htardy 
Francis Starney 
Jean Stoughton 
Charlie O ’Malley 
Edward Me Duffee 
Robert Moore 
Rober! Nalette 
WE ary NG ulting 


Mary Herbert 
Mildred Herbert 
Slephen Helpus 
Dudrey MeBeod 
SMargaretl TMe Fanis 
Gerald Mayor 
Charles Robbins 


Class of 1944...First row, Marjorie Wells with flag, Second row: 


Winifred Parker 
Belle Pillsbury 
Roger Robbins 
Francis Sherwood 
Gladys Smith 

Me ary Sflarkie 
Ramona Tower 
Frank Wisn osky 
WHE arilyn Woods 


Janie Sanford 
E/mer Shattuck 
Pauline Shattuck 
Phyllis Shattuck 
Joseph A. Sullivan 
Virginia Williams 
Clhizabeth Woodin 
Edward Dorion 


Gloria Pinsonault, Geraldine Townsend, Third row: Francis 
Smith, Mary Sullivan, Ann Gagnon. Fourth row: Barbara Ber- 
trand, Alice Shattuck, Barbara Boutwell. "The boys were away 


in the war.” 


ta 


dy sa 


Daphne Dee, Catherine Tobin, Paul Maynard. Third row: Everett Fitch, Robert Pinsoneault, Robert Mahony, Ernest 
Sheldon, Warren Ham, Robert Hamilton, Richard Gardner. 
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SERVING THE AREA 


FOR OVER 50 YEARS 


HOME HEATING OIL 
24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE 


HOLLIS, NH PEPPERELL TOWNSEND 
603-465-2267 908-433-6685 508-597-2227 


CAST IRON 
BOILER 


PARTS QO og | $2095 installed 
and 4 r : : : asd a's 


LABOR « | A$50 U 
WARRANTY se 9 Bh CASE 


__Offer expires 11/15/92 _ ma 


NMRS BOOSTERS BLEACHER FUND 
Lorden Oil Company Inc. is donating the choice of a new replacement 
boiler, replacement warm air furnace, or 1,000 gallons of home heating 
oil to a raffle to help build new bleachers at North Middlesex Regional 


High School Athletic Field. With an enrollment of over 1,100 students, 
the present seating capacity of 500 is clearly inadequate. 

You, our valued customer, will have the opportunity to assist in this 
cause and have the chance to win one of these valuable prizes as the 
heating season nears! 


$5.00/ ticket * Make check Payable To: 
Mail stub & Lorden Oil 


! 

| 

Drawing: Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26 | 
(at half-time during the NMRS || Phone 

Patriots Football game.) j 

(Donated by Lorden Oil Co.) \ 


: “ check to: POBox 501 
3) a Cast Iron Boiler Toman: MA ae 
Replacement _For additional tickets, Call: 597-2227, 
es Name 
* Residential Oil FHA Furnace | : 
Replacement | Address ' 
OR lo: ! 
1 City I 
#1000 Gallons of #2 Heating Oil Z \ 
Sate eee Zip 1 
1 
i] 
1 
| 
1 


a 


FALL HEATING SPECIAL __ featuring the, 


1940 


January - The year began with 
headlines reporting the body of 
Dr. Douglas M. Fuch being found 
dead in his office over DuPaw 
Pharmacy, According to the 
Medical Examiner, the doctor had 
been dead for 18 to 20 hours 
before he was found by Police 
Chief Ken Marshall and Dr. 
Crocker. Later in the month, offi- 
cials reported the death of Fuch 
was caused by an overdose of 
drugs. 

The month found soldiers 
stationed in the Canal Zone sen- 
ding thank you notes to Mrs. 
George DuPaw for the Christmas 
bags from the Pepperell Chapter 
of the Red Cross. Ted’s Bowling 
Alley, located in East Pepperell, 
advertised 15 cents a string. The 
Pepperell Theatre was showing 
Tex Ritter in ‘Riders of Frontier’’ 
with matinees at 2:30 p.m, and an 
evening show at 8 p.m. Green’s 
Taylor Shop had suits on sale for 
between $8 and $12. The 
Mother’s Club fought for school 
desks at the Groton Street School. 
The Pepperell Board of Trade 
sponsored an article for a Special 
Town Meeting for a new police 
officer. The federal government 
purchased surplus apples from the 
area, East Village Social Club and 
the Old Age Pensions group were 
meeting on a regular basis. A 
skating rink was completed on 
Tarbell Street across from St. 
Joseph’s Church with help from 
the Fire Dept. 

Harry O’Neil from the Ideal 
House on Groton street sought a 
permit to sell alcoholic beverages. 
Paul Taylor was re-elected presi- 
dent of the Town Club. Beret type 
hats were in style. Lady Pepperell 
sheets were on sale for 89 cents 
during Bon Marche January 


PETS: PET FOOD-EXOTIC BIRDS 


18 Main Street 
Townsend, MA 01469 
597-5877 


The 
Town 


| Framer WEL 


Custom Framing & Gallery 


597-5570 


Harbor Village, Townsend, Ma. 


M-Tu-W 10-6 Th-Fri 10-7 
Sat 9-5 Sun 12-5 


TROPICAL FISH-ALL PET ACCESSORIES-HORSE SUPPLIES 


for Rets Oniy 


Your Pet’s Best Friend 
Loretta & Bob Thomas 


18 MAIN ST., TOWNSEND * 597-5225 


1 83 $9 | 25% | FREE ! 
i FISH | 
! OFF | OFF | OFF | vatueto 
U Any 40 Lb. Bag | Any 20 Lb. Bag ANY i) H 
i CAT With 

; Gece at | Dog &@at | FURNITURE cacnnes i 


PAMM STATIONERS 


OFFICE-COMPUTER-DRAFTING 


For birthdays, anniversaries 
and other special occasions, 
don’t forget to remember 
with a Hallmark Card. 


1-800-696-1132 
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pomclte and barrooms a part of Pepperell life 


Big day in Pepperell,..A huge crowd attended the ceremony for Bemis Company, awarded the Army and Navy “E” award. 


White Sale. Mary Lavalley was 
made Chief Operator at the Pep- 
perell Exchange of the telephone 
company and A. H. Harris from 
Pleasant Street, owner of Pep- 
perell Poultry, took many prizes at 
the Boston Garden. 

February - This month saw the 
“Arthur Parker Wright’’ 
Memorial Study of the Communi- 
ty Church dedicated. 17 cases of 
measles were reported. Paul 


Taylor won the caucus nomina- 
tion for selectman and town 
meeting was reported as one of 
the noisiest on record with much 
gavel pounding by Moderator 
Harry Hutchinson. 

Tule’s Dry Cleaning advertised 


= 
= 


wy 


—; 


45 Drum Hill Rd. 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 
452-9826 


PRINTS 


The holidays are 
right around athe 
corner!!! 


Sale ends Nov. 8th!!! 


damp wash, all ready to iron for 4 
cents per pound, and two shirts for 
25 cents. 

Vovers were asked to approve 
$500 to establish a workmen’s 
compensation fund, $900 to build 
a bituminous concrete sidewalk 
on the north side of Main Street 
and to appoint a committee to 
study insurance carried by the 
town. 

Pepperell Theatre’s ‘‘Cash 
Night’? was involved when 
District Attorney Bradford cam- 
paigned against lotteries. 

March - March brought with it 
a fire that completely destroyed 
the Old Rooster house on Parker 
Hill. A new ventilator was install- 


Shop Locally.... 
HARBOR VILLAGE 


SHOPPING CENTER 


Route 119, Townsend 


ed in the First National Bank 
vault. A state income tax check in 
the amount of $5,457.23 for the 
town went into the general fund to 
reduce the 1940 tax levy. Select- 
men notified the Police Chief to 
stop all gambling games and 
games of chance in the town. 
April - With April came com- 
plaints of dice and poker played 
almost openly in several location 
within the town. A ball game was 
organized by Spike Harrington of 
West Groton and Bill Woodin of 
Pepperell. It was reported that 
Frank R. Tule had purchased a 
new Studebaker Sedan. 
“Northwest Passage’’ with 
Spencer Tracy was showing at the 


FROZEN YOGURT 
and MORE... 


Buy any size Colombo Frozen 


Yogurt and get the topping 
of your choice free! 


Not valid with any other promotional offer. 


Limit one per customer. Coupon expires Oct. 31, 1992 


— 3, | DAUS DELIGHTS 
é HARBOR VILLAGE MALL 


FROZEN YOGURT ) 
—=a 


GIRIULILIE 


TRAVEL NOW, INC. 


18 Main St, Harbor Village 
Townsend, MA 01469 


(508) 597-5262 


RTE. 119 TOWNSEND, MA. 


Tuesday - Sunday 
Lunch & Dinner 
Sunday Brunch 
From 8:00 A.M. 

Full Service 
Restaurant 
Children’s Menu 
Available 


Main St., Townsend, MA. 
(508) 597-3033 


an VES 


Pepperell Theatre. The boy’s 
basketball team at Pepperell High 
were winners of the Wachusett 
League title and were feted to a 
turkey dinner by Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Newell. 

The Red and White store held 
its 19th anniversary sale with 
butter on sale for 34 cents, sugar 
45 cents for 10 pounds and ham- 
burger at 25 cents a pound. 
“‘Gone with the Wind’’ was play- 
ing at local theatre with Vivian 
Leigh and Clark Gable. It was an- 
nounced in an ad that the adven- 
tures of Superman would be heard 
three times a week on WBZ- 


May - Poultrymen began 


waging war on chicken thieves at 
the beginning of May. Armed 
men stood guard every night 
preparing to shoot any and all 
trespassers, it was reported. One 
thief was reported shot and 
wounded on Oak Hill, according 
to the Pepperell Poultry Associa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Otto B. Olsen was voted 
the new president of the Women’s 
Club. The Murray home on River 
Road was completely destroyed 
by fire. A  Pepperell-Groton 
Rotary was being organized. 

All roads entering town were to 
be posted at 30 miles per hour ac- 
cording to Police Chief Marshall. 

June - The tax rate was set at 
$32/thousand according to Ray 
M. Newell, collector of taxes, 
which was an increase over last 
year of $4. Voters at town 
meeting gave the District Nurses 
Association authority to use the 
Bradley Varnum property on 
Hollis Street for a Well Baby, 
Child and Pre-School con- 
ferences. A heifer was killed by 
three police dogs on Brookline 
Street. 

The local barrooms were 
allowed to stay open until mid- 
night and the Hotel Prescott took 
advantage of this hour of grace to 
plan a series of floor shows and 
amateur contests. 

District Attorney Bradford 
called a meeting of Chiefs in the 
Middlesex County to discuss 
blocking Fifth Column and Anti- 
American activities in the county. 
Eddie Callahan enlarged the enter- 
tainment quarters at the new 
Prescott Hotel. 

July - The Industrial Affairs 
Board of The Pepperell Board of 
Trade attempted to utilize vacant 
buildings within the town for fac- 
tory space and unemploved 


Continued on page 18 


FEATURING P.AT. AND SCHOOL JACKETS 


Custom Radius Skate Sharpening 
Hockey Equipment and... 
COMING SOON 
A Full Line of Darts and Billiard Equipment 
AND AS ALWAYS 
PRICED WITH THE FAMILY IN MIND 


HARBOR VILLAGE MALL, 18 MAIN ST.,RT.119, TOWNSEND 597-0240 


Squannacook River Outfitters 


Camping Fishing 
Archery 
Backpacking 


Evaryehing for the Outdoors 


Cortland Fly Fishing Pro Shop 
Sorels 
Eureka Tents 


Rt. 119, Townsend 
SS en ee 


Merrell Boots 
Columbia Sportswear 


Bugle Boys 
Camp Trails Pac 


Cross Country Skiing 


Canoeing 
Outdoor Clothing 


New Balance 
B.U.M. Equipment 


Bolle 
Coleman 


"Where you'll find quality toys that 


Monday - Saturday 
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
Harbor Village Shopping Center 
Townsend, MA 01469 
(508)597-0200 


All-Night-Media Stamp | Corolle 
Canterbury-Gund teddy Bears 


| demonstration Nov. 14 | 
Call for details! 


bring out the child in all of us.” 


Madame Alexander 
GOTZ Ginny Dolls 


Beatrix Porer 


“Books for 


Every Age 
and Interest” 


Harbor Village Shopping Center 
Route 119, Townsend, MA 
(508) 597-5900 


Established 
1986 


Lonna S. Thiem 
Proprietor 


' i 
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Town celebrates 165 anniversary 


Continued from page 17 


workers in the making of war ma- 
terials. Work began on the water 
extension from Leighton Street to 
the Catholic Cemetery. 

A quiet 4th of July was 
reported. Young people from St. 
Joseph’s Church enjoyed an 
outing at Nantasket Beach ac- 
companied by Rev. Joseph Burke. 
The East Village Social Club held 
a picnic at the home of Ida Rice 
on Heald Street. The new Prescott 
Hotel advertised Talent Night 
every Thursday. The Pepperell 
Theatre featured Boris Karloff in 
“Black Friday.’”’ Richardson’s 
Garage on Groton Street offered 
Shellubrication for $1. It was 
reported that Frederick Primus 
had enlisted in the U.S. Army. 

Republican Wendell Wilkie for 
nominated for President of the 
United States and President 
Roosevelt approved a bill for 
payment of $1500 to George 
Sheldon for personal injuries and 
property damage caused by a col- 
lision of his truck and a car 
registered to the state Geological 
Survey. 

The Thursday Contract Club 
met at the home of Chester 
Waterous and the Talley-Ho Club 
met at Mrs. Thomas Allen’s 
home. A wind and hail storm, se- 
cond only in intensity to the 1938 
hurricane, wreaked havoc in part 
of Pepperell with part of the 
Prescott House roof being blown 
off and silos blown down at the 
Black Farm on North Street. 
Large trees blocked traffic and 
300 homes were without electric- 
ity. 
August - Headlines promised 
lower electric rates. 

Two welfare members, Annie 
A. Allen and James E. Attridge, 
resigned after months of dissen- 
sion. They claimed a third 
member was giving away the 
town. 

A Civil Defense Committee 
was formed with George C. Howe 
appointed by the Governor as 
chairman. David K. Miller, lone 
member of the Welfare Board, 
had the help of the Selectmen who 
voted too assume the duties of the 
board with him. 

Dr. Chris W. Meligonis, a 
graduate of Tufts Dental College, 
announced opening an office in 
the John Boynton Block. A 
Republican. Rally was.held in 
Pepperell Center. Mrs. Leo 
Woodin, proprietor of Ethyl’s 


The first serial number for the draft 
announced among those on the list 
from Pepperell, Oscar Messer with 
#13, Earl Surrett with #2, John 
Marshall with #4, Alfred Soucy #74, 
Leonard Davis #101. 


essa EE 


Shoppe, offered the ladies hats for 
50 cents, summer dresses for 
$1.58 and house dresses for 59 
cents. 

Alien registrations began at the 
Pepperell Post Office. The town 
tennis courts at the town field 
were reported close to comple- 
tion. 

Trescott Abele was appointed 
to the Tenant Purchase Committee 
in Middlesex County. Seven for- 
eign bom residents of Pepperell 
registered and got fingerprinted 
within the first hour of required 
registration at the post office. 

The DAR observed the 165th 
anniversary of the town of Pep- 
perell, formerly Groton West 
Parish, which was incorporated as 
a township in 1775. School open- 
ing was announced for September 
19 with Superintendent Charles 
Stephenson and Carlton A. 
Bumey, principal at Shattuck and 
Groton Street schools. Cherry & 
Webb advertised school dresses 


for $1.98 and bolero jacket 
dresses for $1. 
September The School 


Committee was faced with a 
dilemma when the new English 
teacher for the high school, Hazel 
Turner, decided to marry. The 
Garden Club held a success 
Flower Show and Exhibit at the 
library. You could buy a football 
helmet for 98 cents and footballs 
for 89 cents. Pepperell Theatre 
was featuring Bette Davis in ‘‘All 
This and Heaven Too,’’ with 
Wednesday night ‘‘Cash Night”’ 
at the theatre. 

William J. White Jr. ran on the 
Republican ticket for Senator in 
the Ist district. 

Leonard Dow purchased the 
John Fraser house on Chapel 
Place:-The~Welfare Board an- 
nounced that any employer look- 
ing for local labor should contact 
them. 


A big crowd estimated at 
10,000, with cars from as far away 
as Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
attended the Interstate Firemen’s 
Meet and Field Day. Several 
vaudeville acts and Pepperell Ju- 
nior Legion Band entertained dur- 
ing the evening. 

Eleanor Connor was appointed 
the new English teacher at the 
high school and Alice Foy, first 
grade teacher at Shattuck school. 

Fred Carpenter of Groton won 
the renomination for Republican 
state rep. Margaret Kimball’s 
heifer took second place at the 
Easter States Exposition. 

October - In October the Army 
Recruiting unit came to town. The 
Wonien’s Club opened its new 
season with Miss Otto B. Olsen 
presiding. A new tennis net disap- 
peared from the recently com- 
pleted courts at the town field. 
Bill Blood had an ad announcing 
experienced furniture movers. 

Mrs. Paul McNiff from Jewett 
Street had a narrow escape when 
she was fiercely attacked by a ram 
in her back yard. All men ages 21- 
36 had to registered for selective 
military service. The high school 
seniors sought a class trip to 
Washington but got an outing and 
dance instead. 

Studio Divans with maple arms 
were advertised for $34.95 and 
breakfast sets for $19.95. LeRoy 
Plummer resigned his position at 
the Braiding Factory. 321 
registered for selective service in 
the country’s first peacetime draft. 

The old Lawrence Tavern, 
known as Stage Coach Inn, was 
sold to Robert LaPoer. 131 aliens 
registered at the post office. 

The first serial number for the 
draft announced among those on 
the list from Pepperell, Oscar 
Messer with #13, Earl Surrett with 
#2, John Marshall with #4, Alfred 

Soucy #74, Leonard Davis #101. 


Building Homes 


and 


Making Dreams Come True 


Quality Homes 
by 
Cyril Lunn 


Prices Range to fit all Budgets 
Styles to fit all needs in Pepperell and 
Surrounding Communities. 


433-6589 


The American Legion planned 
a Ball for Armistice Night. 

November - The First draft was 
announced for November 8 with 
only 532 from Massachusetts to 
0. 
4 You could purchase a Blue 
Ridge Sable Blend Muskrat Coat 
for $169, The Anna Shop, pro- 
prietor Anna P. Sartelle, advertis- 
ed a disposal and replanning sale 
with women’s sweatshirts at 25 
cents, flannel pajamas for 28 
cents, silk hose for 35 cents and 
fall gloves at 28 cents. 

DuPaw’s Pharmacy felt heavy 
loss from smoke and water due to 
a fire in the basement. The fire 
was discovered by Dick Malley 
and Paul Davis. Chief Waldo 
Parker conducted an investiga- 
tion. 

At a Special Town Meeting, 
voters appropriated $1500 toward 
the removal of the overhead 
bridge on the abandoned section 
of the old Milford Branch of the 
B&M. Bridges to be removed 
were located on Tucker, Hollis, 
Brookline, Prescott streets. Plans 
included improvement to the ap- 
proach to Main Street bridge. 

There was the creation of an 
Advisory Draft Board in accor- 
dance with Selective Service Law. 
A. Dudley Bagley, Jr. was named 
by Governor Saltonstall as 
Chairman. Also on the board were 
Thomas Drummey and Russell 
Hamilton. The first real snow 
arrived, over a foot deep. The 
First National Bank began paying 
out the largest Christmas Club 
funds in the history of the bank, 
more than $16,000 according to 
Henry L. Hart, cashier. New pro- 
prietor of the Ideal Restaurant, J. 
Franklin Attridge, advertised din- 
ing and dancing. Harry O’Neil re- 
tained the hotel section. 

December - A 15 percent pay- 
ment was made on Certificates of 
Participation in the old First Na- 
tional Bank. Payments totaled 
over $41,000. Duane McDuffee 
had a close call with a coal truck 
in Lowell. A crowd of 200 heard 
Dr. Walter E. Ekblaw of Clark 
University speak on National 
Defense. A six point, 150 pound 
buck was shot by Harold 
Weymouth of West Street. Ray 
Newell’s lost goat was found, sold 
to Timothy Lorden by a teenager. 
Chief Kenneth Marshall advised 

Continued on page 20 


TULE’S 
Dry Cleaning and Laundry 


Frank R. Tule, Jr., Prop. 
Pepperell. 175 Telephones Townsend 12 


Main Street — East Pepperell, Mass. 
Daily Service -in Pepperell and Townsend 


Men's S-pe::‘Suit 3c. anit o-oo vn ae 75e 
Men’s:4-pe, Suit':coc.:. aac eee eee $1.00 
Men's ‘Top Coats. 0.5, dec 0 ote be eee Tde 


Men’s Reversible Coats ............... 
Men’s Overcoate wae Reprin ted 


is Ad 
Nee pepperell Free Press 


E EIS on SE Tbe 
Lames Reversible Coats ...................... T5e 
Ladies Overcoats .................. $1.00 
Ladies :Gloves itz. ince ks. se ithtaala eee .. lbe 
TACHA aR e ee houeatns Seo epee 6 for 50c 
Blankets 025. oe ae Os 75¢ and up 


All garments put in moth proof bags if desired — no 
extra charge. 


NOW OPEN 


s 
ee Free 


inted From 
Ree Files 


s Ad 
The Peppere 


a” 


SEASON MEMBERSHIP $20.00 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 75c 
SATURDAY, SUNDAY and HOLIDAYS $1.00 


9 HOLES OR AFTER 5 P. M. 50c 
(Except Sunday and Holidays) 


Groton Golf Club 


Groton; Mass. D.C. Sherlaw 


WHERE can 


you use your 
NASHOBA 
CREDIT 
UNION 
ATM Card? 


On September Ist, NAS 


Who can use a 
NASHOBA 
CREDIT 
UNION 

ATM? 


OBA CREDIT UNION joined 


the World-Wide Cirrus Network as well as the Yankee 24 


Network. Our machines will now 
accept the following 
ATM and debit cards: 


e Yankee 24 ¢ Discover 


eVisa °Plus 
eMaster Card 


eAmerican Express 


ATM MACHINE 
LOCATIONS 


Nashoba Credit Union 


Main Street, Groton 


°Optima 
° Cirrus @Razzaboni Plaza 


Main Street, Pepperell 


Nashoba Credit Union is a Federally insured credit union and your community's credit union 


CREDIT UNION 


294 MAIN STREET GROTON, MA 01450 


(508)448-3553 


SM 
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BACKGROUND & 
EXPERIENCE 


Education: 

¢M.Ed./Management 

eB. A.Psychology/Sociology 

eLPN 

Employment: 

eSupervisor Child Abuse Investigations 
¢Dept. of Epidemiology, Yale University 
¢National Institute of Mental Health 
eLowell Visiting Nurses Association 
¢Nurse-Tewksbury Hospital 

Offices and Memberships: 

¢Tyngsboro Housing Authority Member 
eBoard of Selectmen, Tyngsboro 
eChairman, Tyngsboro Board of Health 
¢Delegate, Democratic State Convention 


JOBS 


Eleanor wants to stress her 
commitment to work 
strenuously for much needed 
local jobs. Of vital importance 
to our area is the future of Fort 
Devens. The completion of a 
Federal Prison and _ hospital 
complex will bring 750 jobs to 
the area. At the other end of the 
district, the proposal of the 
Department of Defense will 
bring 7000 jobs to the Wang 
Towers. These projects need a 
representative with a _ high 
energy level and ability to work 
cooperatively with state and 
national officials. I can be this 
representative. 


-A PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT- 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUES 


Eleanor is a strong believer 
in environmental protection 
and has demonstrated her 
concern, and competence, in 
work on the ‘Tyngsboro 
Superfund Waste Site, the 
capping of which is now 90% 
completed; she is also against a 
coal-burning plant in 
Ayer/Littleton. Eleanor also 
FLATLY OPPOSES the 


construction of an airport at 
FORT DEVENS! 


EDUCATION 


Eleanor feels every child in the 
Commonwealth should be afforded equal 
opportunity in education whether it be 
primary, secondary or college level. NO ONE 
should be denied the accessibility to an 
education commensurate with their abilities. 


WOMEN’S 
ISSUES 


Eleanor is dedicated to social change in 
regard to issues of tremendous 
importance to women. Her priorities 


include economic equity, civil rights, 
reproductive freedom, child care, and 
domestic violence. She will be a strong 
advocate for implementation of more 
stringent penalties for those who commit 
crimes against women. 


ELECT 
Eleanor McGarry 


ELIOPOULOS 


Ist Middlesex Representative 


PLEDGE OF 
ACCESSIBILITY 


Eleanor is strongly committed 
to be readily accesssible to all 
citizens of the district. When 
elected, she will hold office 
hours on a regular basis in the 
district - each Friday in one of 
the seven towns. The schedule 
will be published three months 
in advance. She will always be 
available through her published 
home telephone number and 
her office at the State House. 

YOUR VOICE WILL 
BE HEARD! 


ELDERLY 
ISSUES 


During Eleanor’s first 
appointment to the Housing 
Authority she was elected 
Treasurer and administered a 
2.2 million dollar budget. The 


first round of fifty eight units of 
elderly housing was developed 
and accomplished AHEAD of 


SCHEDULE and BELOW 
BUDGET during her tenure. 
This shows great fiscal 
responsibility in providing local 
services. 


YOUR CHOICE FOR CHANGE 


Has the First Middlesex District had enough of Washington Politics? 
If so bring your Representative back to....... 


eAyer eDunstable *Groton eLunenburg 
¢Pepperell «Townsend ¢ Tyngsboro 


Signed: Paula (Lorden) Murphy Floyd Bickell Mike Donovan 


A r] } 
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Draft begins as World War II approaches 


Continued from page 18 

Newell to refund Lorden the 75 
cents, the purchase price for the 
goat. 

Christmas ads told the con- 
:sumers of Pepperell that they 
could buy toys for 50 cents and 
up, tricycles at $2.49, dolls at $1 
and Chinese Checkers for 98 
cents. 

Shady Knoll Farm Dairy on 
Heald Street advertised raw milk 
and cream. Bemis Company 
employees got $1,000 in gifts at 
their Christmas party. The Pep- 
perell Hoopsters won their first 
game of the season. 

Eleven young men from Pep- 
perell were due to be drafted. The 
First Pepperell man to be taken by 
the draft was William Grainger of 
E. Pepperell. 

Lyman Robbins announced 
Earthquake Insurance. The Pep- 
perell Theatre advertised the 
showing of ‘‘Strike Up The 
Band’’ with Mickey Rooney and 
Judy Garland. 


1941 


January Amy Officers 
began seeking homes and apart- 
ments in Pepperell due to none be- 
ing available on Fort Devens. The 
Methodist Church got a large 
Helen L. Lawrence bequest of 
close to $28,000. The Aircraft 
Warming Test time changed for 
those who volunteered to be 
observers. Charles Stephenson, 
superintendent of schools, had to 
report for active duty in the U.S. 
Amny. 

Reported absent from the Main 
Street school due to chicken pox 
were Louis Shattuck and Danny 
Crowley. Ray Newell reported be- 
ing seen around town in his new 
1941 Ford Pick-up. The Lordens 
were cutting ice on the ponds in 
Pepperell. Art Schwartz’s Barber 
Shop and Ted Landry’s Bowling 
Lanes were broken into with 
money stolen from a cigarette 
machine. Albert Harris was 
honored at the Poultry Show. 

An extra full time police officer 
was being sought at a town 
meeting due to agitation in 
various parts of town, the main 
business section, the ‘‘Acre,”’ 


Pepperell Center and Oak Hill. 
The draft called for 17 more 
men including George Chambers 
Fred Brown. The Chit and 
tter Club held its first social of 


x aa AS ~~ 


) FRUIT FARM 


the season at Florence Crowley’s 
home on Pleasant Street. 

February - In February Mr. 
and Mrs. George A. Shattuck of 
Heald Street celebrated their 25th 
anniversary. Dick Hackett of 
Crescent Street started working at 
the Bemis Bag Company. A ski 
jump was constructed at Chase’s 
Comer. 

The boiler room at the high 
school exploded, allowing for an 
early school vacation. 103 voters 
settled the contests for five town 
offices at the Annual Town 
Caucus and the Town Meeting 
voted to spend $136,221.28 with 
the meeting being called to order 
by Town Clerk Irene Leary. 
Trescott Abele was sworm in as 
town moderator. 

Bob ‘‘Dinty’’ More of 
Leighton Street did remarkably 
well in an amateur boxing bout 
held in Lynn. The 1940 Ford 
Coupe was advertised at $475. 

An early morning fire com- 
pletely destroyed the house and 
contents of Alphonse Dorazio on 
Groton Street. George Herig and 
Ray Tumpney called in the alarm 
that destroyed Phillip Yakewalk’s 
automobile, Ted Landry planned a 
competition to see who, bowling 
in his alleys, could be matched 
against a top notch kegler from an 
area town. 

William A. Nickerson, Super- 
intendent of Schools in Pepperell - 
Dunstable - Tyngsboro, replaced 
Stephenson who was called into 
the service of his country. 

March - March saw Pepperell 
High lose to Conant in a high 
school tourney by only one point. 
The High School’s heating plant 
blew up for the second time that 
winter, only the blast wasn’t so 
violent this time. 

Pepperell Theatre was showing 
““Here Comes the Navy”’ with Pat 
O’Brien and Jimmy Cagney. The 
Prescott Hotel featured two gala 
floor shows directly from Boston 
and New York and big time 
vaudeville acts. 

Kimball’s Beauty Shop in the 
John H. Boynton Block offered a 
March Special with machine 
perms complete with shampoo 
and finger wave for $3.50 while 
Lillian’s Beauty Shop on Main 
Street boasted of machineless 
perms. 

The Prescott Grange celebrated 


Hollis St., 
Rt. 122, Pepperell 
433-9751 


OPEN DAILY 9-6 
TIL CHRISTMAS 


Pepperell High faculty 1940...From left, Caroline E. Stearns, Warren C. Fulle! 


White, Kenneth F, Happy, and Barbara A. Bradley. 


The Board of Health received 
numerous complaints about people 
under quarantine running around 
town and not abiding by the rules 
and regulations consistent with the 
law for control and prevention of the 
spread of scarlet fever which 
involved nine families. 


the 17th anniversary of their St. 
Pat Dances with admission 55 
cents and dancing from 8 p.m. to 
1 am. with music by Bemie 
Larkin’s Orchestra. Police Chief 
Kenneth Marshall resigned to 
work for the Bemis Bag Com- 
pany. It was hoped that the high 
school would reopen by the end of 
the month. The Police as well as 
Fire personnel were on the 


24 Hour 
Towing Service 


lookout for a fire bug determined 
to destroy the business district. A 
blaze was detected in the base- 
ment of the old A.A. Tarbell 
House on Main Street next to 
Norman Slayton’s diner. 

The Women’s Club celebrated 
its 35th anniversary. Scarlet fever 
was reported on Province St. As 
the month drew to a close; Easter 
bonnets—were—advertised for $1, 


Front End 
Alignment 


KEMP’S 


r, Anna P. Drumm, Florence M. Flynn, Elizabeth 


two pant suits for $5.98 and 
student’s all wool suits for $9.98. 

April - Young John Tierney 
was reported to have suffered a 
fractured ankle when he jumped 
from the roof of a playhouse. 
DuPaw Pharmacy advertised 
assorted chocolate and Easter 
Toys, chocolates from 50 cents to 
$3 and toys from 50 cents to $2. 
L. Leo Mulcahy assumed the 
duties as the new Chief of Police, 
Firemen designed and installed a 
new fire hose rack at the Foster 
Street station. Pepperell golfers 
could join the Groton Country 
Club for $20 a season. 

Lt. Governor Horace T. Cahill 
closed all woodlands because of 
serious fire hazards due to ex- 
treme drought. Defense Stamps as 
well as Bonds went on sale. Peter 
F. Fitzpatrick from Lawrence 
Street was appointed janitor at the 
high school as the month came to 
an end. 

May - The new Chief of Police 
enforced parking regulations and 


according to the Chief,, the bot-.. 


tleneck in front of the mill office 


and the fre hydrants were to 
receive attention first. 

The elementary school produc- 
ed the operetta ‘‘Molly Be Jolly’’ 
with Betty Elliott, Howard Blood, 
Richard Hamey, Evelyn Barnaby, 
Robert Allen and others. 

The tax rate was set at 
$31/thousand, a $1 drop from the 
previous year. Army maneuvers 
were held in the town. Dr. Oscar 
Crocker was a patient at his own 
hospital for a few days. Verne 
O’Brien was the lucky winner of 
$55 at the Pepperell Theatre. 
Twin Valley on Brookline Street 
had a fire with damages estimated 
at $6,000. Albert Stratton was 
hired to replace Paul Maxwell as 
caretaker at the Pepperell 
Corporation Cemetery. 
Marguerite Cleary was re-elected 
President of the Mother’s Club. 
The Board of Health received 
numerous complaints about peo- 
ple under quarantine running 
around town and not abiding by 
the rules and regulations consis- 
tent with the law for control and 
prevention of the spread of scarlet 
fever which involved nine 
families. 

Famous Lee Straw Hats for 
men were selling for $1.95 and 
taffeta graduation dresses for 


$7.95. George Rice, Pepperell _ 
Postmaster, bought the Stone 
place on Main Street. 30 voters 
showed up for the Special Town 
Meeting. 

June - The renovation work at 
the East Pepperell Post Office was 
reported to be almost finished 
with the entrance and lobby being 
changed. Paper mill workers 
received a 5 cent per hour raise 
according to Supt. Russell 
Hamilton. 

The Pepperell High School 
baseball team was to play the 
Noah Wallace Jr. High Team 
from Framington, Conn., coached 
by former Pepperell High School 
star ‘‘Stub’’ Durant who was a 
regular on many town teams. C. F. 
Maynard, proprietor of the R & W 
Store announced ‘‘The Miracle 
Food” everyone was talking 
about — Birds Eye Frosted Foods. 

The Senior Class got permis- 
sion for a trip to New York. 
Graduation gifts of fine watches 
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Serving the 


Investment Needs of 


Pepperell Since 
1963 


Jenney 
Our own award . ; 
winning Gider Service 


APPLES FOR EATING 
AND COOKING 


HOMEMADE 
= 


LAWRENCE J. STEWART 
Vice President - Investments 
Toll Free 1-800-688-8163 

(603) 883-6700 
Residence (508) 433-2208 


AG Edwards 


89 AMHERST ST., NASHUA, NH 03060 


Railroad Square 
Pepperell, MA 01463 


OPEN 365 DAYS (508)433-2478 


i> 
= Dax ie E 
BRE SRE SEE OEE: BELO PT VSB Hes LE KEAGX PG OLB SG 
. “ng! : Wes ur WN ase 
Scotch P ine Farm Enjoy Elegance & Tradition in a fo Enjoy Elegance & Tradition in a Qe 
Varicty of Special Rooms for your \@ Variety of Special Rooms for your 


Wedding Reception, Bridal 
Showers, Rehearsal Dinners, 
Anniversary Celebrations and 


Wedding Reception, Bridal 
« Showers, Rehearsal Dinners, 


cS 


Serves The Best Scones 


Xe 


te BS Anniversary Celebrations and Cs 
. any function. ! £0) an function. & ‘t 
You've Ever Tasted. ee mentions ) i Meets ciations ) 
S 
Lunch 11-3 Wed.-Sat. from2to 350 WX from 2 to 350% 
BREAKFAST Sunday Only es oars ~ 
8am-2pm Ss 4 \ Yi hs N| 
Fried Apples, Biscuits & Gravy. Ball Runt 2 4s / é Ball Rain g 
5 Homemade Sausage... Restaurant | rs / if Restaurant ) 
“tot. Elm Street * Pepperell Route 2A e ff \ Route 2A 
m \5 k .3 Shirley, MA 01464 pt 3 Shirley, MA 01464 SY 
«|| 433-2758 ues beacon 
tog Closed Mon. & LE OBS Ashe GSS é 
} {. iy iJ 


Braiding factory 
in war production 


Continued from page 20 


were advised for $24.75 with 
payment of 50 cents a week. The 
Prescott Hotel continued two 
colorful floor shows. The draft 
board named July 1st inductees 
with no Pepperell men on list. The 
Fire Dept. bought a 1939 Ford 
1% ton truck with 95 horsepower 
motor as part of the forest fire 
equipment approved at town 
meeting. A second registration for 
the draft was announced with 
John T. Sullivan and A. Dudley 
Bagley, Jr. to post the notices at 
the town hall and post office. 
Hospital Day for Dr. Crocker 
was announced. Good Year tires 
were selling for $6.66 with easy 
payment terms. 

July - As the warm weather in- 
vaded the town, Princess Flared 
style, bare midriff swim suits 
were selling for $1.98 to $7.95. 
The Pepperell High School 
Alumni held a reception and 
dance for the 1941 graduates. 
Twelve men registered for the 
draft. The Fire Chief urged cau- 
tion with fireworks and 
firecrackers on the 4th of July. 
George Howe, chairman for the 
Committee on Public Safety, 
planned a civilian defense 
registration with George Mooney 
and Kenneth Happy in charge. 
3,000 enjoyed the Night Before 
the Fourth celebration on the 
Town Field. Chief of Police J. 
Leo Mulcahy, his wife and 
daughter became residents of the 
town, moving to the Ferguson 
place on South Road. Four stores 
on Main Street changed their clos- 
ing hours to 6 p.m. and the first 
was the A&P which caused some 
confusion among the customers 
who were use to getting their 
groceries in the evening until 8 


p-m. 

The Braiding Factory began 
work on government defense 
orders. The drive for aluminum 
began, to help in the defense in- 
dustry. It was reported that a new 
luncheonette with a fountain 
would open at the comer store of 
the John Boynton block, and 
Stephen Bozicas of. Fitchburg 
would be the new owner. 

‘Driver Harty'Holt tobk his state 
firewagon to Lunenburg to help 


The New “Spa” 
opened for 
business and 
“The Elm” 
opened under 
new 
management on 
South Road. 


with a fire at the Clover Hill 
Farms. Highway Surveyor 
William Chapman replaced the 
stone marker at the top of Coon 
Tree Hill, the target of careening 
autos. 

Trene S. Leary, the town’s first 
aviatrix, passed her physical, qual- 
ifying her to take the test for a 
pilot’s license. Alice O’Toole 
would be teaching English at the 
High School. 

It was reported that 2,000 at- 
tended the Firemen’s Field Day 
sponsored by the Pepperell and 
Hollis Fire Departments. 

In used cars, the 1940 Chevy 
was selling for $725, a 1932 
Plymouth for $50 and a 1933 Ford 
Coupe for $100. 

Pepperell Theatre offered 
‘Meet Frank Doe’’ with Gary 
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck. 
Sears offered washers complete 
with electric emptying pump for 
$44. 

August - A Pepperell man was 
fined $3 at District Court for pull- 
ing in a false alarm as the new 
month began. It was reported that 
untagged dogs would get nabbed. 
The New ‘‘Spa’’ opened for busi- 
ness and ‘‘The Elm’’ opened 
under new management on South 
Road. Wilfored Bouchard offered 
beer, ale, light wine, sandwiches 
and soft drinks. 

Headlines read that the B&M 
was petitioning to drop two bran- 
ches and build~a new spur in- 


Continued on page 22 


Your Local Consignment Shop 
NEW!! 
NOTRE DAME 
SWEATSHIRTS 


*12 


STARTER 
HATS 


*10 


SKATE SHARPENING 


Large Selection of Adult & Children’s 
Second Hand Winter Clothing at 
BARGAIN PRICES! 
BRING IN YOUR OLD SPORTING GOODS 
AND WE'LL SELL THEM FOR YOU! 


Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat. 10-5 


Thursday 10-7 
PAUGUS MALL, PEPPERELL 


433-2366 


PRESCHOOL 
AND. 


CHILDCARE CENTER 


Coming Soon to 
487 MAIN STREET 
GROTON 

(formally "The Ranch") 


CALL 448-2413 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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BEMIS and OLDTIMERS 
!LEAD VICTORY LEAGUE 
July 29, 1943 


Sunday, Aug. 1, the Bemis Bag 
and Oldtimers play, and as both 
teams are undefeated to date in 
the league they will both be fight- 
ing to hold first place. 

Sunday games start at 3 P. M, 
Wednesday night games start at 
6:15 p. m, for 7 innings if possible 

Donations from Sunday games 
}go to the Hometown committee and 
the Playground committee on al- 
|ternate Sundays. 
| William Sullivan has offered his 
services as umpire to help the 
worthy cause. 

Bemis took the paper mill last 
|Sunday and the Oldtimers did the 
|same in the game Wednesday night. 
| The scores: 


| BEMIS BRO. BAG CO. 

ab r lb po a e@ 
Moore 2b 42143 0 
Wells Jb 3: 1), 67 @ -0. 
Armstrong p 5. Bit Oe 
Brew ss 5 223 3 .@.4 
Reese c 3.1 0.10 40' 0 
O'Leary cf Shs OF al 
Markham 3b 31> 0y GL s 
Bent If O'S. 2) tia 0 
Spaulding rf 2, 0° Terre 


Totals 32 14 92710 5 
R. P. Co, 
ab rlbpo ae 
F, Sullivan lf 5 2 1 1 1 0 
H. Knights p 441 3 4 1 0 
Archambault 2b5 1 2 1 2 0 
S. Obea 1b 5) OeG 70 0 
Nichols ‘if. 2 1°170' 0 0 0 
C. Yeaton cf ee ey ees RT) 
H, Newhall tT DAOme 0.20 
|B. LaPage rf Siok v0 9.070 
Pelletier c 5.1 omen 100. 
|Homoleski ss 22, EAB e a a0 
'A. Denault 3b 5 1 2 1 2 2 
Totals 41 11 142410 2 
OLDTIMERS 
ab r lb po a e 
Duda 3b 40 (ge 20 1 70 
L, Davis ss 4 0°0 32 0 
Bowen 1b SOD 6 88 
Rist lf 3:2 aed, Ge 
Crowley c Se OME tee ot 0: 
H. Dow rf 3) Lee 0 000 
Creighton p Sit ea wilt. «2 0 
Wisnoski_2b SL PEE ok 
J. Sullivancf 3 1 1 100 
Totals 20) 7-12 22.1091 
N. 'R. P. Co; 
ab r lb po a e 
jH. Knights ss fe GPNy Beki Ss WR Le | 
Archambault 2b 3 1 2 2 1 O 
Pelletier c S.eQlr ie 2a le 40 
Nichols rf i? ieee iY (Ore 
'LaPage rf th OP Oe 0.1008 
FE. Sullivan lf & 0 SUR 2.. OFFS 
Obea 1b on 25 Oe Oa alD 
B. Yeaton cf 2.05 La SiO 
C. Schofield 3b 1 00 0 0 0 
Degulis 3b Cage Toape Bate eo th 1) 
Homoleski p 3 OriQul Quis 1 
Totals 27,4 918 8 2 
Struck out—by Creighton 5, 


i Base on balls— 
‘Creighton 3. Double play—Ar- 
chambault to Obea. Hit by Creigh- 
ton—Yeaton, Pelletier. 


‘Homoleski 3. 


| Innings 1234567 
Oldtimers 100600 x—7 
Mei. P:iCa. 200100 1—4 
Umpires—W. Brew, B & S; D. 


Toomey, bases. 


VICTORY LEAGUE STANDING 
| ———— 


Won Lost PC 
|Bemis Bag 2 0 1.000 
) Oldtimers 2 0 1,000 
Farmers 0 2 0.000 
Ni Ro Pe Co: 0 2 0.000 


SURPRISE PARTY 


Townsend, Mass. 

A group of 25 friends gave a sur 
prise shower Wednesday evening 
for Miss Mildred Laakso of Town- 
send in the Bridge Street Reading 
Room in West Townsend. 

The party was in honor of Miss 
Laakso’s approaching marriage to 
Robert J. Allard of Pepperell. 

The honoree received several 
lovely gifts, a buffet lunch was 
served and a pleasant social time 
‘enjoyed. Arrangements were in 
charge of Mrs. Walter Peterson.. 


School Improvements 
Now Being Completed 


Edwin E. Iten has a crew of men 
building a coal bin back of the 
high school, and attached to the 
boiler room. The new automatic 
stoker has arrived and the Whitty 
company of Boston is supposed -to 
be installing it this week, accord- 
ing to School Superintendent, 
David C. Bowen. 

Plumbing for the new toilets at 
the C. M. Shattuck school is being 
completed by Glenn Staveley and 
the Bianchi company of Worcester 
is now installing the tile work. 


STATE GUARD 


Non-Com officers’ school was 
held at the town hall Tuesday night 
with 15 men present. Sgt. Erving 
Simonds was in charge of the in- 
struction. 

Last Thursday night the 27th 
Company met at the town hall and 
had as guests 25 men from _ the 
Nashua, N. H., State Guard Com- 
pany. Lt. H. Sherman and Lt. W. 
Thompson were in charge of the 
visiting group. 

Lunch was served by members 
of the Pepperell company. 

Further maneuvers were planned 
at Tuesday night’s meeting and 


PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


Pepperell 


Became a District on April 12, 1753 
Incorporated as a Town on August 23, 1775 


"Thank you for your continuing support." 
Gusty 


Augusta Hornblower is proud to represent 
the people of Pepperell 
in the Massachusetts Legislature. 


" | will continue to fight for 
sound fiscal management." 


You can trust Gusty. 


a 


- Endorsed by Citizens for Limited Taxation. 
Augusta 


ORNBLOWER 


State Representative 


Tel. 448-5358 


Rocky's Point, Groton, MA 01450 


Performance ... not just rhetoric. 
Gusty is available to everyone in her District. 


Paid for by the Hornblower Campaign Committee: Isabel C. Beal, Chairman; Walter P. Petreyko, Treasurer 


oat ] 


Se 


prospective enlistments were dis- 
cussed, There are several vacan- 
cies to be filled, caused by drafting 
of men into the Armv 
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Halloween damage deemed “the worst in years” 


Continued from page 21 


cluding the Milford Branch and 
nine miles of track from Pepperell 
to within a mile of Nashua’s union 
station. The new spur track would 
serve the paper mill and bag shop. 

George Attridge was invited to 
be guest conductor for the West 
Point Military Band. Roger 
Robbins, chairman of the USO 
Pepperell Camp Committee, 
sought contributions. Due to a se- 
rious shortage in farm help, Sup- 
erintendent of Schools David C. 
Bowen allowed students to take 
time off to pick apples. Some of 
the filling stations in town began 
to run out of gas. Arthur E. 
Bannon was appointed Gas Con- 
servator. 

September - The month began 
with 40,000 men in Red and Blue 
Army garb holding maneuvers in 
the town. Troops camped in the 
fields throughout the town. 

A call went out for drummers 
for the American Legion Drum 
and Bugle Corps. Business boom- 
ed with the army in town. School 
was to open two teachers short. 
The double wedding of the Cotton 
sisters was held at St. Joseph’s 
Church. Recruiting for the Pep- 
perell Unit of the Mass. State 
Guard began. 

Gas stations were cut 15 per- 
cent of their July quota. A 14 year 
old Tarbell Street girl missing for 
10 days was found in New Hamp- 
shire. Charles Maynard, pro- 
prietor of the R&W Store, became 
the new truant officer. Local 
draftees Leonard Hackett and 
Boley Grautski were feted to a 
surprise party at the home of Mrs. 
John Grautski. 30 High School 
students helped to pick apples at 
the Walker, Marks, Olsen and 
Follansbee orchards where $3 a 
day was paid for 35 bushels and 8 
cents for every bushel over the 35 
with 8 cents less when under. 

Conrad Primis from River Road 
was elected commander of the 
American Legion Post. First and 
second graders began attending 
the Groton Street School due to 
the overcrowding program. Amos 
D. Mahony resigned from the 
Board of Assessors. 

An Air Raid test was being 
planned in September. A 
wagonload of com caught fire at 
the George Nichols Jr. farm on 
Hollis Street. The new forest fire 


1961 


AND YOU CAN TAKE YOUR CHOICE 
OF A SIX OR EIGHT IN ANY MODEL 


Center Pontiac Service 
Elm St., Townsend, Mass. 


Best Wishes 
TIMES FREE PRESS 


from 
Pepperell Post 
in the Pines 


V.ELW. 3291 
Leighton Street 


Pepperell 
433-5877 


**Book Your Parties With Us!’’ 

— | This Ad Was Reprinted From 

FONTIAC 
@; ¢ 
VORPEODES 


wew umes CO veaurIFUL moves 


truck was called and made short 
work of the flames. Pepperell 
Theatre held an $85 Cash Night 
while showing ‘‘They Meet in 
Bombay”’ with Clark Gable and 
Rosalind Russell. 

October - ‘‘Driver’’ Duane 
McDuffee’s hound was the 
winner at the Wachusett Hound 
Club meet in Ashby. 

Irene Leary, chairman of the 
Women’s Organization in Civil 
Defense, suggested housewives 
Start saving newspapers for a soon 
to be national drive. Sky Watchers 
spotted 50 planes the first day of 
air warning tests. The Pepperell 
Spa advertised “‘We Pay the Most 
to Buy the Best,’’ referring to 
their homemade pies. 

Railroad plans would discon- 
tinue overhead Canal Street 
bridge. The Police were called to 
a family dispute at the new 
Prescott Hotel as the month of Oc- 
tober was almost history. James P. 
Kilbourn of Park Street announc- 
ed the opening of his low offices 
in Leominster and Pepperell. The 
U.S. Government asked American 
women to knit one million 
sweaters by Christmas. The Pep- 
perell Yarn Shop offered yarn and 
instruction for $1.80. A gas ban 
was lifted. The new sidewalk on 
Groton Street was completed from 
the covered bridge to Tarbell 
Street. Students at the high school 
were allowed to hold a dance in 
the gym during recess. 

November - November saw 
citizens of Pepperell demanding 
action as the Halloween damage 
was reported the worst in many 
years. The damage included the 
burning of a pumping station on 
Oak Hill, Ryan’s Garage was 
broken into and a Main Street 
home had its front porch broken 
and torn down. Stones were hurl- 
ed through the window of the Fisk 
House on Shirley Street plus other 
extensive damage. 

A Pepperell man was indicted 
in a Fort Devens theft. The Red 
Davis Orchestra were engaged to 
play at the Junior Prom. The 
Prescott Hotel was the scene of a 
very success Armistice Ball given 
by the American Legion Post. 
Trescott Abele was appointed an 
assessor. A 395 pound roll-off 
pulp killed a.mill worker from 
Dunstable. 
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MAIN STREET GARAGE 
104 Main St., East Pepperell, Mass. 


The new Methodist Church was 
dedicated as the year began to 
fade. On New Year’s Eve in 1938 
the church had bumed to the 
ground. 

The First National Bank 
reported a record Christmas Club 
payment, more than $18,000 as 
the calendar showed it was 
December. 

December - This was the mon- 
th never to be forgotten by all 
Americans including those in 
Pepperell, when on Dec. 7 the 
Japanese held their sneak attack 
on Pearl Harbor, December also 
saw the draftees report for their 
pre-induction exams including 
Charles Chase and Peter Gilman. 
A Navy recruiter was stationed at 
the Post Officer. 

The temperature was recorded 
at 46 degrees higher than the 
previous year. It was 31 degrees 
above zero as compared to 15 
below at the same time on Dec. 6 
last year. Chief Observer Carlton 
Bumey sent out an appeal for 
Airplane Observers. Construction 
of the new B&M spur track at the 
mill neared completion. The Pep- 
perell Theatre celebrated its Sth 


Continued on page 23. 
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PROFESSIONALS IN THE SERVICE INDUSTRY SINCE 1958 


}©O2O2G0OH0G0G0O0G0G0GoGoGeOrOceo 


55 MAIN STREET * TOWNSEND, MA 


508 597-8907 * 1-800-648-0608 * 508 597-5767 
-Power Lawn & Garden Equipment Sales & Service 


0200020 0000200020000000200000000000000000000000000000000009 


PRE SEASON SNOW BLOWER SALE 


oR 


Buy an Ariens power “Ns 
change and have NO 
payments ‘till April ‘93 


Lawn Mowers 


We service all makes. 
Trade-ins a speciality 


Financing Available — 5 
through Major Manufacturing Companies 


KITCHEN KONCEPTS 


- 
~/ 
75 Route 101A, Amherst, NH 03031 *Next to WalMart Watch for Gallery Flooring Co. adjacent 
to our showroom featuring marble, 
(603)672-2400 granite and hardwood flooring. 


Busy war years...Bemis during the 1940s, 


Creative Occasions... 


RESTAURANT 


74 Main Street, Pepperell, MA. 


© Hearty Sandwiches 
© Gourmet Coffees 


© Fresh Baked Pastries 


Riders 
Tractors ‘ ? 
cae © Daily Gourmet Offerings: 
— Shredders 
Rototillers Blowers : 
ROS oe For Your Holiday 


Entertaining Requirements 
Creative Occasions will cater 
any gathering large or small. 


Call Ron Lapierre 
for a free consultation. 


433-8680 
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“At The Rail Road Depot” 


pening 


We have moved to a new, 
much larger, location 
next to the new 
WalMart store. 


*Ultra Modern to Traditional 
Cabinets 

*Custom Built and Finished 
Cabinet 


uni 
YS 


°Free Estimates 
*9 Complete Kitchens, 
Bathroom & Bar on display 
Over 10 years experience 
We are happy to provide 
local references. 


Continued from page 22 
anniversary under the direction of 
Harold H. Gieken. The Town 
Club Christmas Tree was to be 
erected at the corner of Main and 
Canal Street. 

Twelve boys tried to join the 
Navy and eight were successful. 
Ed Pillsbury was reported to be 
aboard the Oklahoma, hit by the 
Japanese. 

The Bemis workers received a 
Christmas bonus. A midnight 
blaze routed two High street 
families. It was reported that 
Spotters were needed in the 
Legion Plane Observation Tower. 
The town failed to vote money for 
police expenses. 


: 1942 


January - A Tire Rationing 
Board was to be named, and air 
raid signals were explained in the 
newspaper. Rev. William R. Reid 
resigned as pastor at the Com- 
munity Church. The new year was 
welcomed by the Pepperell 
Theatre who showed ‘‘Keep ’Em 
Flying’’ with Abbott and 
Costello. A total of 11 tires was 
Pepperell’s allotment for January 
with three being pleasure tires and 
eight truck tires. 

Thirty below zero temperatures 
were reported during the first 
week in January. It was reported 
that more women were needed for 
observation posts and an 
Organization of Air Raid Service 
was announced with Herbert H. 
Thompson, Chief Air Raid 
Warden. Large ads appeared in 
the paper informing people of 
“What To Do In An Air Raid,”’ 
such as keep cool, stay home, put 
out lights, lie down, stay away 
from.windows. 

Firemen bought a resuscitator 
with Field Day funds. Lyman 
Robbins resigned from the Ration- 
ing Board and D.J. McLeod was 
appointed to take his place. Bemis 
Bag gave the Red Cross $700. 
The Pepperell Theatre gave the 
Infantile Paralysis Fund $55.10 in 
contributions from patrons. 
Several more local boys entered 
the Army as the month ended. 

February - The Home Town 
Committee was formed to keep in 
touch with servicemen and to 
supply, them, with their needs. 
Dwayne P. ‘McDuffeé won the 
caucus nomination. The third 
registration for men ages 20 to 45 
began. 


RS 


nee 


| KEEPING YOUR COMMUNITY 
= COMFORTABLE SINCE 1927 


eS 


‘SHATTUCK-MALONE 
OIL CO. 


A 
Qualified 
Fuel Oil 
Dealer 


DuPaw Pharmacy was sold to 
Pat McDermott. Voters spent 
$144,826.74 and passed every ar- 
ticle at town meeting. A Test 
Blackout was being planned. 

McDuffee beat out Parker for 
assessor’s post with the smallest 
vote ever recorded since 1924. 
307 voted out of a possible 1,542 
registered voters. 

Norman Slayton sold his diner 
to Francis Breen, a former Pep- 
perell selectmen. 

March - The month began with 
an announcement of an Air Raid 
Practice Alarm and a possible 
rubber crisis looming. Three- 
fourths of a page announced 
“Tanks” as narrated by Orson 
Wells in the defense film 
“Tanks.” 

Teachers petitioned for a raise 
in salary of a $100 for all teachers 
receiving less than $1500 per 
year. The increased cost of living 
was given as the reason for the re- 
quest. Later in the month they 
received a $50 salary boost. The 
supply of gas was reduced by 20 
percent but stations in town were 
not holding uniform closings. The 
Highway Department was to 
deliver two pails of sand to every 
family to extinguish incendiary 
bombs. A planned blackout was 
reported ‘‘thoroughly suc- 
cessful.’’ Andrian Rondeau’s 
home on Canal Street was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. Gas 
stations closed on Sundays. 

April - G.L. Whitcomb’s ad 
read ‘‘Keep mum chum, there’s a 
war going on, so every American 
has to be careful of what they say 
and where. You never know 
who’s listening.’’ There was an- 
other surprise blackout planned 
and the high school boys helped 
deliver sand. Rev. Charles M. 
Crooks officiated at the Com- 
munity Church. The Braiding 
Company gave employees a 
2%cent per hour raise. 

There were no violations 
reported in the most recent 
blackout and registration for sugar 
rationing was conducted at the 
high school. It was the 50th an- 
niversary of the Pomona Grange. 

Pauline Shattuck eluded the 
police in two states after 
assaulting her uncle with an ax 
(Chalmers Shattuck, age 53). 

322 fegistered in the fourth 
draft. 

May - There was no gas for 
pleasure driving as gas registra- 


Se 
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Ed Pillsbury survives attack on Pearl Harbor 
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A moment in the war...A chaplain leads funeral services near the graves of fallen Americans on Je Shima, near Okinawa, as 


the smoke of battle still hangs over the scene where Yanks drove out the enemy forces. The pathos and full meaning of all that 
this picture implies is greatly emphasized for all Bemisites - especially those at East Pepperell -- by the fact that two gas resis- 
tant sacks spread across the tops of two oil drums are serving as an altar for the burial services. As A.N. Weeks, manager at 
East Pepperell, stated, “Somehow this seems to tie us even more closely to the war effort.” -- from Bemistory, August 1945 


tion began. The Lorden Ice Com- 
pany of Pepperell bought the 
Townsend ice route from James 
Cook. John Sullivan headed the 
Taxpayer Association. Gas ration- 
ing was issued to 684 cars. Pep- 
perell Theatre was fined $100 for 
setting up and promoting a lottery. 
Holders of ‘‘X”’ rationing card 
were questioned. 


Rev. Wallace E. Hayes, newly 


appointed minister of the 


Country 


Methodist Church, moved to 
town. Milk deliveries were cur- 
tailed per government ruling. 
June - The town was to vote on 
removal of the bridge on Canal 
Street. 19 seniors received their 
diplomas. The tax rate was set at 
$33.60. June also saw rubber 
salvage drives and a waming 
about guarding sugar ration 
books. Draft registration for men 
18 to 20 began as July rolled 


Florist 


Rt. 119 ¢ Pepperell 
433-8974 


Full Service Florist 
e@ World Wide And 


° Local Delivery Servic 


ercuim 


Special 


net: 


izing in: © 


° Weddings (free consultations) 


¢ Balloons 


¢ Dried & Fresh Floval 
Arrangements 
¢ Cemetery Baskets & Funerals 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
OPEN 7 Days 


NO 
CLOSING 
COSTS 


FIRST 
TIME 
HOMEBUYERS 
PROGRAM 


°30 Years 


around. 

July - There was permanent ra- 
tioning of gas. Spear’s in Nashua 
advertised American Flags 3 X 5 
for $1.95 and 8 X 12’s for $8.75. 
Three Fort Devens soldiers were 
killed when their truck crashed on 
South Road. A drive to save fats 
and greases was announced. 112 
men serving in the Armed Forces 
were listed on the front page. 
Irene Leary was appointed as 


1972 - 


Chief Observer and the Mass 
Defense Corps enlisted 16 women 
for a Pepperell Unit. 

August - Oil users were asked 
to change to coal due to acute fuel 
situation. Trescott Abele joined 
the high school faculty. The post 
office received some new equip- 
ment. Twelve new voters 
registered as August drifted into 
September. 

September - Sergius J. Bernard 
signed on as principal of the high 
school. The heavy crop of apples 
caused growers to seek more 
pickers. It was reported that 
Observers were needed on the 2 to 
4 a.m. shift. 

Earl S. Bagley won the nomina- 
tion for representative in the Gen- 
eral Court over Ralph B. Bowmar. 
A service flag was to fly in 
Railroad Square. There was a 
good response to the appeal for 
apple pickers. 530 students 
enrolled at the high school. New 
equipment was installed at the 
post office. The Boston & Maine 
Railroad petitioned the Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities for ap- 
proval to remove and abandon the 
railroad station. 

Bemis Brothers had full page 
ads telling people to “‘black them 
out —~ Hitler, Herohito and Muss’’ 
with war saving stamps. 

Enrol Flynn and Ronald Reagan 
starred in ‘‘Desperate Journey.”’ 
Classified ads rates were 1 cent a 
word. The month drew to a close 
on a sad note as a woman attemp- 
ted suicide at the Prescott Hotel 
by drinking Creolin. 

October - ‘‘Wake Island’’ was 
featured at the theatres. The high 

Continued on page 24 
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C & S Pizza Pepperell 


Celebrating 20 Years in Business 


; . 
Christina, Nitsie & Demetrois Kosmopoulos 
owners and operators would like to thank their 
customers for their patronage over the years. 
20 Years of Serving Quality Food & Pizza 
including Hot & Cold Subs & Salads 


C & S Pizza 


55 Main Street, 


Pepperell, MA 


433-2034 


At The Loan Center we want to help the first-time 
homebuyer by offering a special mortgage loan program 
for 1-4 family owner-occupied residences. 


definitely a buyer’s market! 


Points 
Appraisal 


Plot Plan 


Recording Costs 


TOTAL 


Credit Report 
Municipal Lien*Cert. 
Attorney ¥ 

Title Insurance 


$1500 
250 
44 

25 
650 
150 
150 
50 
$2189 


*All amounts are approximate 


eFixed Rate 


regres 


The Loan Center at 


With as little as 5% down and NO CLOSING COSTS, 
you can purchase your dream house...and right now it’s 


Come in to The Loan Center today and speak with one 
of our mortgage specialists. 


EXAMPLE: Based on a $75,000 Mortgage 
Standard costs* 


First Time Program 


Gooccocck 


NORTH MIDDLESEX 


SAVINGS BANK 


Banking at its personal best 


‘7 Main St, Ayer MA 01432 Telephone 772-3318 
KeNoER Member FDIC/DIFM 
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Pepperell sons fight the war 


Continued from page 23 < 
school launched a contest for the 
school song. Fifty tons of scrap 
metal was collected in the town. 
Fay Sherwood was elected 
president of the seaior class. 
Three Jerszyk brothers were 
Teported as serving in the U.S. 


AYER COURT 


In Ayer Court Saturday morn- 
ing, Judson West, Nashua road, 
was fined a total of ten dollars on 
two counts as the result of a neigh- 


BALL GAMES 


Wednesday fhe Oldtimers held 
onto first place in the Victory 
3 League by defeating the Nashua 
River Paper Co, team, 9 to 6, in a 
6 inning game before a fair-sized borhood quarrel. He was fined $5 
crowd. |for trespassing and $5 for blas- 
The Mill team had a chance to phemy. 
make it a 3 team tie for first place| The complaint was brought by 
jbut did not play the brand of ball! Marie Kurtyka, charging that 
mm ithey did last Sunday, so came out! West's cows had trespassed on her 
‘on the losing end. garden and that he had used abus- , 
Sunday the Oldtimers and the jive language. 


Navy. The first Wave from Pep- 
perell, Miss Bertha J. Smith, age 
21, from Pleasant Street, headed 
for training. The junk collection 


Bemis Bag play at 3 p. m. which 


by defeating the Oldtimers. 


| 
Police Chief J. Leo Mulcahy 


‘promises to be a good game, as the prosecuted the case. 
Bemis team can tie for first place, 


OLDTIMERS 

continued with the slogan “‘Jolt ab r lb po a e 
“em with junk from Pepperell, —— ss Sts eros =) 
i . ” ayis 2b 4520052 .2*0 
junk makes fighting weapons. ‘Dow rf 41200 0| 

Congresswoman Edith Nourse Rist lf 422 0,00 
Rogers accepted an invitation to C. Brew 1b 21109 0 0 
be present at the unfurling of Pep- peaks c : ; : ‘ : 
perell’s service flag. Joseph reighton_p 
Giguere’s workshop on Leighton Londenesh é * . i * z 
Street was destroyed by fire. W. Blood cf 10000 1] . 
Bowen H. Shattuck informed the _ Patriotic town...A parade moves up Main Street, crossing the Main Street Bridge, during World War II. 5 = SS / Enjoy The 
Community Church that he had to | Totals 28 91018 7 1] eercise 
withdraw from accepting a call to Gas sales were frozen due to Town Club. Observers and Chief Schwartz rented the former N.-Re'P. Co. | v, 
the church. The Legion Drum and shortages in the North African . Observer Irene S. Leary won Gilbert Barber Shop from Eugene Wisnoski 2b ote ff # “T a * Of Bowling 
Bugle Corps played at the unfurl- campaign. Only one light in a praise for their fine work. Tarbell. LaPage cf 4.051. 70% 1.5) < 
ing and unveiling exercises. chicken house was reported dur- Bella Lugosi could be seen in “Random Harvest’’ was being | Knights lf Sabie mene o ns olla 9 OTe: per string 

A record was set for Pepperell _ing a state-wide blackout. the “‘Night Monster,’’ and shown in the theatres starring |F. Sullivan ss 3 2 2 0 0 1) 2 
when farmer William Ryan from There was good news in ‘‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’? was Greer Garson and Ronald Col- |Homoleskip_ 3 0 0 1 1 1| MAY Ist to SEPT. Ist 
Prescott Street provided a solid December: Auto insurance rates popular at the theatre with James man. Kimball’s Beauty Shop in esis 2 : ; : : Al 
carload of Hubbard Squash con- were to be greatly reduced in Cagney. the Boynton Block changed its ee re Si aia, tO SEB TED'S 
signed to the government. 1943. It was announced that the local hours. Thomas J. Drummey, |Opbea 1b 21 2S pao. 0 

The passenger depot at E. Pep- Yy rationing board might no longer postmaster for 27 years, tendered| es — — — — — BOWLING ALLEYS 
perell was sold by the B&M. B ou could bowl at Ted’s increase gasoline allowances. his resignation. The Sedach| Totals 276 915 9 4 Rope 
Roger W. Ryan, proprietor of the Bowling Alley for 15 cents a str- Selectman Paul Taylor with Market advertised Maybelle | Innings 1 2 3 4 5 6 eps ; 
garage on Main Street was the 188- You could get expert clean- Special Police Officer Franklin Oleomargarine for 33 cents a ecasse 3 a 5 = : erie 


first local student to ‘‘solo’’ at the 


Groton Airport. at Green’s Tailor Shop. : riot in the Pepperell Theatre. close, Bartlett Reagan was ¢ 
November ~ November _The month concluded with the February The month began reported to be the acting Flexoteel Club Chair & Ottoman 
brought a fire that destroyed a  W0!Sticestorm in 20 years knock- with the Finance Committee rec- postmaster. — ~ 


garage on Heald Street owned by 
Charles Shattuck. Pranksters with 
a warped sense of humor were 
believed to be responsible. Elec- 
tion results in Pepperell for gov- 
ernor showed Saltonstall receiv- 


ing 523 votes to Putnam’s 336, A Groton Street resident was  buming system by March. George Mooney resigned as f 

brief and reportedly harmonious ms: missing since early Town meeting was postponed manager of the A&P after 23 = $ 
town meeting saw voters approve cember. since only 15 people were in at- years with the company and 

a new heating system for the 1943 tendance. Only 223 ballots were Boynton’s Market came under 


Tarbell Street School which was 

used by the American Legion. 
You could see the ‘‘Flying 

Tigers” at the theatre and the 

{*Navy Comes Through”’ with Pat 

PD’ Brien and George Murphy. 

E December - A war emergency 


Eertificate was issued by the state families without fuel at the town ™™ors of black market operations Street, Mabel E. Williams pro- pea ’ 

fo George Myhaver, doing busi- hall. Lyman Robbins was in ™ Pepperell, proven to be un- prietor, Ethyl Shoppe and eis } 
ness as Granite Stages, to operate charge of sleeping arrangements. founded. It was Tumored that Drummey’s News Store all adver- ; ‘ 

buses between Ashby and Boston Godin’s Variety Store helped to J0S¢ph Sedach, proprietor of a tised gifts for Mother’s Day. ial 

With stops in Pepperell. The conserve on heat and electricity | ™tket and grocery on Mill Street, May - The War Bond Drive in 

Prescott Hotel changed owners by closing on Wednesdays at 6 WS Operating a Black Market. Pepperell totalled $157,250. 


with Armand Derosier, manager 
of the hotel, stating the new owner 

be Henry Gaudette of 
Ounstable. 


We 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 11-10 4 HALLOWEEN PARTY eae For Only call For 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11-11 Friday, Oct. 30th - open to Public ae $9.85 act 


Fast Delivery 


ing, dyeing, pressing and repairs 


ing out power throughout the 
town. In E. Pepperell, parts of 
Main Street had to be hooked up 
to the Nashua River Paper Com- 
pany’s power plant but the rest of 
the town was without power. A 


January - A missing Pepperell 
man was found frozen in an 
outhouse as the year began and 
town authorities cooperated with 
the Red Cross and Civil Defense 
making arrangement to shelter 


p-m. 
Chairman “of” thé” Housing 

Committee, Roger S. Robbins was 

elected President of the Pepperell 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


SUNDAY 12-10 


Service 


(Limited Delivery Area—$1.00 Charge per delivery) 


2 LARGE PIZZAS 
$3 OFF 


With this Coupon-Expires 11/19/92 


Wiley managed to quell a youth 


ommending the town spend about 
$8,000 less money. The War Ra- 
tion Book #2 registration began. 
There was no more sugar 
allotments for applesauce and the 
high school was to have a coal 


cast in the town election out of 
1586 registered voters. 

W. David K. Miller was elected 
to the Boar of Public Welfare, the 
only contested seat. 


March - March came in with 


Helen Allen, 20 year old 
daughter‘of Mr. and*Mrs: Thomas 
Allen from Williams Street, was 
accepted into the WAVES. Arthur 


pound. As the month came to a 


April - This month saw the 
worst brush fire for the year with 
about 12 acres destroyed in North 
Pepperell starting on Dr. Graves 
property near the old North Pep- 
perell Schoolhouse. 


new ownership with Leroy A. 
Shattuck and Shattuck’s Market. 
Easter Bonnets were advertised 
for $2.98. Wedding rings, beau- 
tiful yellow gold, were priced 
from $5.50 for 14k. The Village 
Farm Greenhouse on Tucker 


Kenneth Davis was named Vale- 
dictorian'of the graduation class, 
while Patricia Shattuck was an- 


Continued on page 25. 


Alpine Grove Banquet 
and B.B.Q. Facility 


7:30 Doors Open - Live Entertainment 
PETER HOSTAGE BAND 
Hors d’oeuvres - $10.00 Per Person 


Senior Night 
November 20th 


Doors Open at 7:30 P.M. 
99 


Deluxe Buffet 


D.J. Dennis: Desrosiers 


: 1-603-882-9051 


S) 4 Hotel 


Place Pepperell, MA 


Hundreds of Fabrics 


List *400 


eels Ty $150 


™, 


This Ad Was 
The Peppere 


@New Bag @ New Cord 


@ Replace all worn parts 


@ Completely overhaul motor 


@ Refinish throughout 


@ One year guarantee 


A. W. Bartlett farts 


Reprinted From 
{1 Free Press Files 


Let us rebuild your 


VACUUM CLEANER © 


Telephone 87 


Main Street 


East Pepperell 


POP RAISE 


South Rd., Rte. 119, Pepperell, MA - 433-2620 


“Fresh Flowers for Every Season and Reason!”’ 
* Party «Bridal * All Occasion 
* Sympathy * World Wide Delivery 


Weekly Cut Flower Specials 
ROSES ALWAYS SPECIAL 
Great Selection of Dried Flowers 
“Make Your Own” or we'll Custom Design. 
Many Ready Made 
Dried Flower Design Classes here at the 
Bronze Bell Wednesday evenings or 3 Saturday 
mornings at the Community Center 
beginning October 24th 
Call Bronze Bell for more details and pre-registration 
433-2620 


itd Antiques Collectibles 
nox Eis} Gifts Spring Bulbs 


Ved 


p 433-5099 


0M OFF 


(aes 


Sy 


ft 


PISO POPE: 


any service 
Expires 12/31/92 
*Sculptured Nails 
*Nail Art 
*Eyebrow Waxing 
*Guts, Blow Drys 


e 
: 


Prada 


SIP OP TASS ID 


Manicure 
with 
*Colors 


Spiral Perm ees 


Full Beauty Service including Nail Design 
JUNE CARKIN - JOAN LUNN _ 


Route Ill 
Pepperell, MA 
(508)433-9222 


y 


9ODODD 


IPOs 


<A 


. 


Peay yy ares : 
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Town faces gas shortages 


Continued from page 24 
nounced Salutatorian. 

Mrs. Lydia Campbell was the 
happiest mother when her son 
Richard, wounded when his ship, 
the USS Atlantic, was sunk, came 
home for Mother’s Day. 

The Community Church clock, 
after several years of being silent, 
struck again as the month ended. 

June - Headlines announced 
“Filling Stations May Be Without 
Gasoline and Gasoline Shortages 
Assured with the OPA Warming 
Possible Run Out.’’ Gasoline 
supplies were reduced by half. 

Kenneth W. Marriner, pro- 
prietor of Wooltop Farms, pur- 
chased the Hosley Hill Poultry 
Farm from George A. Gillius. 

“My Friend Flicka’ with 
Roddy McDowell came to the 
theatres. a graduation gift of a 
Benrus Watch could be purchased 
for $29.75. 

Stephen S. Gedrin of Parker 
Hill was the first war casualty in 
Pepperell reported to have died. 
Air raid warnings were to be held 
daily for one week beginning on 
the dot at noon and a surprise raid 
alarm was successful. 

17 diplomas were awarded at 
high school graduation. 

July - The Main Street Diner, 
formerly operated by Robert Call 
and before that by Ralph 
Ferguson, reopened under new 
management of Ethel E. Rohser 
and Mae F. Secord of Orange. 
The selectmen favored extension 
of the Fitchburg and Leominster 
Street Railway Co. Bus Line. 

Dogs that were not licensed 
were to be destroyed. A Big Floor 
Show was advertised at the 
Prescott Hotel with no cover 
charge. The first day of the super- 
vised summer playground project 
was to start. 

Lt. E. J. Fitzgerald of Sartelle 
Street was reported to have been 
killed. 

Bemis Bag Company had a 
record war production for gas 
decontamination bags. The 
playground program was averag- 
ing 100 daily. 

August - ‘‘Behind the Rising 
Sun’’ was showing at the theatre 
with Tom Neal and J. Carroll 
Nash as August rolled around. 

Fire caused an estimated $1300 
in damages to the home of Mr. 
and Mrs: Donald-Blood of North 
Street. The Pepperell Firemen 
erected a service flag in honor of 


Mrs. Lydia Campbell 
was the happiest 
mother when her son 
Richard, wounded 
when his ship, the 
USS Atlantic, was 
sunk, came home for 
Mother's Day. 


the members serving with the 
Armed Forces. 

The Main Street Diner opened 
for business under the manage- 
ment of Beatrice Connolly, 

265 men and women from Pep- 
perell were reported to be serving 
their country. 

Adelard J. Faucher, 58, a boiler 
room worker at Nashua River 
Paper, was burned to death while 
at work. PFC Joseph P. Czar- 
nionka graduated from the Ar- 
mament Division of the Army Air 
Force Tech Training School. 

September - Dana Otis Merrill 
of Oak Hill, former postmaster 
and formerly associated with both 
Bemis and Pepperell Braiding, 
was appointed to the teaching 
staff at the high school. The back 
to school sales included Oxfords, 
boys brown for $3.95, girls $3.98; 
plain and plaid skirts $2.98; 
sweaters $2.59 and boy’s new fall 
knicker suits for $6.98. Students 
were to receive early sessions to 
help with apple harvest. 503 
students enrolled through the 
district - 212 in the high school 
and junior high, 225 at Shattuck 
and 66 at Groton St. 

Banner headlines announced 
“Back the Attack With War 
Bonds”’ and a War Bond Rally, 
Band Concert and Show was to be 
held in Railroad Square sponsored 
by the Town Club Committee. 
The bank announced night open- 
ings for war bond sales. 

Trescott Abele, William 
Twohig and Lewis Kimball were 
members of a local committee to 
consult and advise farmers on soil 
conservation. A pilot unfamiliar 
with the area landed his plan in a 
field back of the town field. 

Marsh-Patsons Co. in) Nashua 
advertised gift pd@Kages for ser- 
vicemen and women which in- 
cluded such items as chewing 


gum, playing cards, Sun-Maid 
Raisins, Marlin Razor Blades, 
puzzles, etc. 

October - George H. Hills was 
elected Noble Grand of the 
Beacon Lodge I.0.0.F. 

Airplane spotters were relieved 
of their duty when it was reported 
stations would be manned at 
intervals rather than 24 hours a 
day. As the month progressed, 
bond sales reached $75,840. 
Trescott Abele was elected to 
head the Teacher's Club. Edward 
C. Harney of Townsend Street 
was appointed the new 
postmaster. Irving Berlin’s ‘‘This 
Is The Army”’ and ‘‘Phantom of 
the Opera’”’ were favorites at the 
theatre. 

Registration started for Ration 
Book #4. Pepperell exceeded its 
Bond Drive quota, going over the 
top by $530.30. James M. 
Hallowell of Cloverluck Farm and 
S. Bruce Black from Twin Valley 
Farms offered to sell some of their 
Guemsey Bulls and accept Series 
E War Bonds at full maturity 
value in payment. Hard to get 
items were advertised, such as 
flashlights at 9 cents each, electric 
motors for $10.95 and poultry 
fencing. The wind and rain 
became too much for the service 
flag hanging in Railroad Square 
but the Hometown Committee al- 
ready had plans for a new one. 
Sears said winterize your home 
with a coal heater for $67.95 
while Gary Cooper and Ingrid 
Bergman brought the screen alive 
in ‘For Whom The Bell Tolls.’’ 

November - Dr. Oscar 
Crocker, physician and proprietor 
of the Crocker Hospital on Park 
Street, received his orders to 
report for duty. Emest C. Blood of 
Mason Street lost 50 tons of hay 
ina fire at his place. 

The National War Fund Drive 
began as the month began. 
Fathers-to-be were reclassified as 
1-A’s and available for immediate 
service, dependency no longer a 
factor. Charles W. Lorden Jr., 
special police officer, resigned 
because it interfered with the oil 
and ice business. The old First Na- 
tional Bank began making 
payments totally $95,667.35 in 
liquidation of the assets of the 
bank, announced Henry L. Hart, 


trustée of the old bank and cashier 


of the present First National Bank. 
Continued on page 26. 


" Sears. i» NASHUA 


Don’t Miss SEARS THRILLER DAYS 


All Steel Construction! 
114 Sq. Ft. of Shelf Area! 
96 Ice Cubes Frozen Fast! 


Special for “Thriller Sale” . . 


stain and chip-resistant. Porcelain enameled 
interior with acid-resisting bottom. Auto- 
matic inside light. Three roomy shelves— 
11.4 sq. ft. area. Quiet, economical oper- 
ation. Freezes 96 ice cubes fast — Approv- 


ed by Underwriters. 


,. SAVE MCMEY ON 50,00 
SEARS, 


Check All These 
BIG FEATURES 
of this outstanding 


4 COLDSPOT 
Big 6.5 cu. ft. Full Family Size! 
Has the Famous Rotorite Unit! 


» a new low 
Price for this quality 1940 Coldspot! Yet 
offering you famous Coldspot dependability! 
Plenty big — full 6.5 eu. ft. Strong steel 
cabinet, in snowy-white Dulux enamel — 


® SALE ® 


COME AND SEE 
America’s Value Leader 


in Electric Refrigerators 
BIG 6% CU. FT. 


COLDSPOT 


Specially Priced for this 


BIG EVENT 
A 
NEW $ 00 
LOW 
at only 
$5.00 
Delivers 


Delivered 


Convenient 

Payment Plan 
ONLY $5 DOWN 
Delivers this Refrigerator to 
your home — Small Carry- 
ing Charge. 


O ITEMS IM SEARS CATALOG, USE OUR CATALOG ORDER SERVICE 


ROEBUCK AND CO. 2 


SEARS SELL ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING TOTALING "10 OR MORE ON THE EASY PAYMENT PLAN 


186 MAIN STREET 


TEL. 3910—3911 


NASHUA, N. H. 


ayhe Original 
(Dr. Pavis 
CIce Cream Stand 


DOC DAVIS? 


Doc Davis, the originator of the stand, was a popular and 
colorful figure in Pepperell. Considered the ‘‘best” as a 
veterinarian, he preferred farm animals to dogs (he was a bit 
wary of the canine set), although he was often seen with his 
own bull dog as he tended to his veterinary duties. He also had 
a reputation as a practical joker. Waldo “Ducky” Parker, an 
old friend of the Doctor, recalls the time he bought a dish of 
ice cream at the stand and returned to his car to eat it only 
to find a big wad of cotton in the bottom of the dish. He also 
~remembers that the Doc could take a joke as well as give thom 
and “Ducky” aided and abetted a group who hid the good 
Doctor’s car out in his own back yard. Doc Davis would have 
free Saturday night entertainment. Sometimes he would show 
movies on the side of the house behind the stand and other 
times the Littleton Farmer’s Swing Band would entertain with 
“hillbilly” music. 


Doc Davis sold the business to Frank Attridge, who lived 
next door to the stand. Rosemary Dee, who is the wife of one 
of the present co-owners, worked at the stand for Attridge 
while she was in high school. She was able to learn some ice 
cream recipe ideas from Frances Stevens that she still uses 
today. William Graves, Rosemary’s future husband, used to 
come to Doc’s as a kid, never dreaming he would get into the 
business. However in 1978, he and Rosemary bought the stand 
in a joint venture with her brother John Dee, a local Pepperell 
electrician. They put in long hours painting and repairing to 
present a clean, well-kept appearance to the public. In fact, 
all the ice cream is still made on the premises using modern 
equipment and fresh ingredients to produce the best tasting 
ice cream around. 


So if you have a hankering for some good ice cream, head 
out to Hollis Street until you see a small gray building strung 
with lights and a red neon sign that proudly proclaims “Dr. 
Davis’ Ice Cream”. Who knows...if tradition prevails, one of 
these days you may find a wad of cotton in the bottom of your 
dish of ice cream. 


Dr. Davis Ice Cream 
Hollis St. Pepperell 
PROPRIETORS: William Graves III 


John Dee 


‘The Best Ice Cream in Pepperell’’ 
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News of the war dominates Pepperell Free Press 


Continued from page 25 


Tt was reported that V-mail got 
special attention and it was ad- 
vised to use V-mail sheets and 
airmail stamps when writing to 
servicemen. John Sullivan and 
John Fleming, both serving with 
the Army in the European area 
and both former employees of the 
local A&P store, met on a street 
somewhere in Europe. 

Governor Leverett Saltonstall 
urged every spoonful of used kit- 
chen fat be saved for the wai 
effort. Mothers sought longer lun- 
ch periods for school children sc 
they could go home for a hot lun 
ch. 


December - Dr. Lester Graves 
was sent to Pepperell by the Wa) 
Manpower Commission througt 
an appeal when Dr. Crocker wa: 
called to duty. Dr. Charles T. 
Porter came to town to look things 
over. 

Bemis Company presented 
“This Is the Army”’ at the Pep- 
perell Theatre with proceeds go- 
ing to the Army Emergency 
Relief. This was later reported as 
a huge success with orchids to 
George A. Schulz, Supt. of Bemis 
Company for the excellent pro- 
gram. 

The mother’s lunch hour peti- 
tion was turned down when a poll 
of the parents was taken by the 
School Committee showing many 
in favor of the present schedule. 

Headed by Kenneth Davis, 
Rev. Wallace Hayes, Thomas 
Drummey and Russell Hamilton, 
a committee of townspeople made 
a determined effort to have the 
town take over the Crocker 
Hospital. Crocker himself ap- 
proved but said he'd like it back 
when he came home. 

Rita Allen of Williams Street 
enrolled in the WAVES. The help 
wanted ads continued. Work 
began on a skating rink at the 
Silas Nokes property on Lowell 
Street. The pond was to be formed 
by damming Nokes Brook. 

Dr. Charles Talbot Porter was 
reported to be taking up practice 
in the town, renting office space 
over the Pepperell Spa, formerly 
occupied by Kimball Beauty 
Shop. 

A Special Town Meeting vote 
failed to okay the town taking 
over the Crocker Hospital. It was 
reported that a private group 
Bp eh: try to operate it as the year 

came to an end. 


1944 


January - Cadet Norman E. 
Howe was killed in a Navy 
airplane crash. 

Crocker Hospital negotiations 
were at a standstill as the new year 
began. Pepperell midshipman 
Elmer Shattuck saw Bemis Com- 
pany products while in Italy. 
Public restrooms in East Pepperell 
were to be voted upon at town 
meeting. David K Miller of 
Lowell Road and Charles F. 
Maynard were to compete for a 
selectmen’s seat. Again the 
hospital purchase was left up to a 
town meeting vote. 

“‘Guadalcanal Diary’’ with 
Preston Foster and Lloyd Nolan 
was showing at the Strand in 
Lowell. A daylight thief took $30 


from Leary’s Filling Station. The 
Fire Department installed blinker 
waming lights at the junction of 
Main and Foster Streets which 
blinked on and off as soon as the 
first fire truck left the engine 
house and continued until the 
truck returned. 

It was decided the town was too 
small for public toilets. It was an- 
nounced that C. Henry Thurlow 
was the new personnel manager at 
Bemis. Irwin Sanborn advertised 
baby chicks for sale on Lowell 
Road. David Miller withdrew as a 
candidate for selectman. The first 
practice of the newly formed high 
school orchestra took place with 
Professor J. M. Priske in charge. 
Sheer rayon stockings were sell- 
ing for 55 cents for second or 
famous makes. The First National 
Bank received Red and Blue 
Tokens to be used with ration 
stamps. Tokens were to be used to 
purchase meat, butter, processed 
foods, etc. 

One of the many ads told peo- 
ple to ‘‘Help to Build Strength to 
Fight Colds with Father John’s 
Medicine used for 85 years. 


Arthur E. Bannon, deputy sheriff 
and prominent citizen. 96 voters 
went to the polls to elect Charles 
Maynard to succeed Leroy Shat- 
tuck as selectman. Irving W. 
Pillsbury bought the home of Mrs. 
Winifed Nagle on Pleasant Street 
and Funeral Director Pillsbury 
planned to convert part of the 
house into a funeral parlor, 
equipped for home service. 
March - 

A five year old lost his life from 
third degree burns sustained in a 
brush fire near him home on 
Parker Hill. Charles Smith and 
Eugene Donnelly were named to 
the Pepperell War Price and Ra- 
tioning Board. A_ state-wide 
Blackout Test was announced. 
Fire ruined the Ralph Palmer 
Filling Station on Main Street. 
Norman Young of Elm Street was 
the new manager of the First Na- 
tional Store and the Main Street 
Garage came under the new 
Management of R. G. 
DesRochers. 

Headlines reported ‘‘Pepperell 
Delinquents Practice Vandalism, 
Larceny and Gun Toting,’’ when 
two loaded guns, a sawed-off 
shotgun and a 30-30 rifle were 
found in the possession of two 
youths picked up on Nashua Road 
by Chief Mulcahy. Breaking and 
entering into a Hollis, N.H. home 
and carrying dangerous weapons 
were the charges pressed against 
the youths. The Police Chief 
received a raise, earning $150 per 
month instead of $125. 

April - As April rolled around, 
Robert Andrews and George 
Boutwell were awarded $800 and 
$300 in a damage suit brought 
against the Lowell Gas Light Co. 
Tt was reported that gas had 
allegedly leaked causing property 
damage, that is trees killed. 

Rev. Wallace Hayes, Pastor of 
the Methodist Church, requested a 
transfer. 

The Destroyer USS Mannert L. 
Abele, named for the late Com- 
manding Officer of the ill-fated 
sub USS Gmunion, was being 
launched. He was the brother of 
Pepperell’s Trescott Abele. 

Bemis Brothers Bag presented 
“*Victory Minstrels’? for the 
benefit of the Hometown Com- 
mittee at town hall. Twenty-three 
votes were cast at the presidential 
primary. The comedy quiz ‘‘Stop 
and Go”’ starring Joe E. Brown 
could be heard on the radio. 

May - May saw the minstrel 
show packing town hall and clear- 
ing $150. Mrs. Wilfred Leary was 
elected president of the Women’s 
Club. An 11 year old was reported 
to have died after falling on a 
66,000 volt wire in an area where 
he was fishing. Walter O’Neil and 
Richard Dow, employees at 
Bemis Bag, narrowly escaped se- 
rious injury when a load of paper 
rolled off a truck. A wild animal, 
believed to be anything from a 
Bobcat to a Mountain Lion, was 
reported seen by at least four peo- 
ple in the area. 

June - As June arrived, so did 
the Army & Navy “‘E”’ for the 
Bemis Company with the Pep- 

perell plant being the first to 
receive this coveted award for ex- 
cellence beyond the call of con- 
tract on the production of critical 
war material. Brigadier Gen. 
Alden H. Waitt, assistant chief of 
the chemical warfare service for 
field operations, journeyed from 
Washington to be the guest 
speaker at the awards ceremony. 
Asked about the award, Manager 
Amold N. Weeks said, ‘“The win- 
ning of the Army-Navy E Award 
symbolizes the spirit of 
courageous group action which 
will win this war....’’ 

James E. Attridge, proprietor of 
the Attridge Bros. grocery, 
celebrated 35 years in business. 
Some of the nation’s famous per- 
fumes that were advertised in- 
cluded ‘‘Reflection’’ by Ciro, 
“‘Emeraude’”’ by Coty, ‘‘Paris’’ 
by Coty and ‘‘Heaven Sent’’ by 
Rubinstein. ‘“‘Going My Way’ 
with Barry Fitzgerald and Bing 
Crosby was being shown in the 
theatres. 

Walter E. Sherwood Jr. pur- 
chased the Ivan Wendell lumber 
mill in Brookline, N.H. 

George H. DuPaw passed 
away. He was a prominent Pep- 
perell merchant and retired drug- 
gist. Bemis company, always 
looking for men, women, girls and 
boys to work, advertised “‘If you 
can’t fire a gun, do your part on 
the homefront.’” A column entitl- 
ed ‘With Emie Pyle at the 
Front,’’ was ing in the 

. The tax rate was set at $32. 
15 seniors received their diplomas 
from Pepperell High School. Irene 
Leary was appointed to the posi- 
tion of postmaster at the E. Pep- 
perell Post Office as the month 


The end of the war... The parade through Railroad Square on the celebration day of the Army and Navy “E” Award, June 29, 


1944 


came to a close. 

July - East Pepperell went 
Republican in the primary elec- 
tion with 153 voting. Saltonstall 
for U.S. Senate got 129 votes, 
Rogers for Congress 127 and 
Cahill for governor with 119. 

_ Restaurant ceiling price regula- 
tions were issued by the National 
Restaurant Industry Advisory 
Council OPA forcing restaurant 
Owners to post prices so patrons 
could check ceiling prices. If they 
didn’t the doors were closed at the 
restaurants. 

America’s Favorite Entertainer, 
Roy Rogers was advertised as 
“King of the Cowboys” on his 
famous horse ‘‘Trigger.’’ 

August - August saw men from 
26-38 no longer given blanket 
deferments. 


After 17 years in the first of the 
row of offices in the Wyman 
Block, the machinery, office 
equipment and personnel of the 
Times Free Press Co. moved to its 
new plant on the ground floor of 
the former Winchester Inn in 
Townsend. 

Fake gaS coupons were 
reported in town but none were 
reported passed at local filling 
stations, Fire destroyed an ell and 
long shed at the home of Frank G, 
Underwood, Prescott Street. 

John T. Sullivan won the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and 
Air Medal. Gasoline supplies 
were reported to be low with some 
stations completely empty. Rev. 
Raymond J. Thomas, recently ap- 
pointed curate at St. Joseph’s 
Church, assumed his duties. A Pet 


H.B. 
Knowles, Inc. 
- Heating Oils - 


“Guaranteeing Your Home Heating 
Peace of Mind” 


COMPLETE 
HEATING 
INSTALLATIONS 


BOILERS - BURNERS 
FURNACES 


« Automatic Delivery 
¢ 24 Hr. Burner Service 
¢ Budget Plans 


448- 


5900 


Show and Play marked the closing 
of the summer playground pro- 
ject. In the Pet Show, the first 
prize went to Skipper, a collie 
owned by Robert Yuetter, and se- 
cond prize went to Dina, a cocker 
owned by Cynthia Day. 

Richardson’s and Baraby’s gas 
station reported being out of gas. 
Ralph Palmer reported a truck 
load delivered. Leary, Ryan, 
Maynard and Hamey still had 
regular gas but high test was 
reported to be scarce. 

Dr. Lester Graves bought the 
Fitch House on Park Street from 
Capt. William Reid. Selectman 
Paul Taylor organized a Veterans 
Rehabilitation and Re- 
employment Committee. As the 
month came to a close, Pollards in 
Lowell advertised blazers and 
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jackets for $7.95. 

September - Enrollment in 
schools numbered 507. ‘‘Double 
Indemnity’? with Fred Mac- 
Murray and Barbara Stanwyck 
could be seen in the theatres. 
Refacing and repairing of the dam 
and mill foundation of the Nashua 
River Paper Co. was being done. 
There was a threat of a hurricane; 
police and state guardsmen were 
on the alert. According to the 
newspaper, Lt. Erving Simonds 
and Ist Sgt. Clayton Parker were 
to be stationed at the town hall. 
The mobilization signal would be 
12 blasts on the fire whistle. Emie 
Pyle reported from Paris that 
‘Hysterical Crowd Welcomes 
Return of Liberating Yanks.”’ 

Fortunately the results of the 
hurricane showed little damage 
other than to the apple crops. 
Police Chief J. Leo Mulcahy was 
found dead at his home on South 
Road by selectmen and police. A 
regular member of the police 
department, Raymond W. Tump- 
ney was appointed acting chief 
but he refused the appointment 
and Marshall Murray was ap- 
pointed, 

David Androscuk was killed 
when he fell into a beater machine 
at the paper mill. He was known 
as ‘‘Little Johnny’’ and was a na- 
tive of Russia and a Pepperell 
resident for 17 years. He worked 
as a beater man until he suffered a 
shock and was only visiting when 
the accident occurred. 

The month ended with news 
that a five year old from Tucker 
Street had been stricken with in- 
fantile paralysis, or Polio. 

October - Catherine Pillsbury 
was elected president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. It 
was announced that Ethel’s Beau- 
ty Shoppe would open. Three 
Pepperell grammar school age 
boys confessed to a series of 
breaks into two summer homes. 
The Garden Club was discon- 
tinued for the duration of the war 
with money in the treasury being 
tumed over to the Hometown 
Committee. 

“Tom Mix’’ and his ‘‘Straight 
Shooters’’ could be heard on the 
radio, sponsored by the Ralston 
Purina Co. Movies at the Pep- 
perell Theatre were shut off when 
proprietor/projectionist Harold 


Continued on page 27 
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Gliken collapsed after being stung 
by a wasp. 

At a special meeting of the 
Town Club, Alphonse J. Roberge 
and Earle Bagley were admitted 
as new members. Earle Twitchell 
was elected president of the 
Senior Class at Pepperell High, 
Emest Sheldon, vice president, 
Nina Parker as secretary and 
Louise Murphy as treasurer. 

Certificates for the purchase of 
tires were issued to Catherine 
Breen, a defense worker, David 
Bowen, Superintendent of 
Schools and George Rice, another 
defense worker. 

November - Election day drew 
85 percent of the total voters out 
with 792 voting for Rep. President 
Dewey, 702 for Rep. Governor 
Cahill and 486 for Democratic 
President Roosevelt with 568 for 
Governor Tobin. At a town prop- 
erty sale, Edward Harney paid 
$400 for the Townsend Street 
property next to the Center Post 
Office. Lowell Road property was 
sold to Elisworth Pelletier for 
$300. 

Sympathy went out to Chester 
Waterous who appeared to have 
trouble keeping his livestock at 
home. The sixth War Bond Drive 
was on as December came along. 

December - The Grayson Con- 
valescent home on Parker Street 
being operated by Dr. Lester 
Graves and Mrs. Robina Thomp- 
son, R.N., opened for patients, 
Christmas trees went on sale for 
$1. Teachers Eileen Flaherty, Vic- 
toria Coggswell and Winifred 
Atherly resigned. 

Robert Archambault, USN, his 
wife, the former Norma Waters 
and his brother, Leonard Archam- 
bault were believed to be the first 
Pepperell people to shoot a deer 
this season, a 2-point buck in 
Groton. Seasons Greetings ads 
appeared in the news from 
Godin’s Variety, DuPaw Phar- 
macy, Ideal House, Lyman F. 
Robbins, Tule’s Pharmacy, 
Ethel’s Beauty Shop, Drummey, 
Bartlett Hardware, Lane Bros. and 
the Shattuck’s store. 

Emie Pyle reported GI’s tum- 
ing back to cave-like living at the 
Tunisia front with all comforts 
missing. Acting Police Chief 
Marshall Murray was appointed 
chief while Leon’ Greeley was ap- 
pointed a special police officer. 
Changes were made in the food 
rationing program. All the men 
reported killed, wounded or miss- 
ing in action appeared in the 
news. ‘‘The Very Thought of 
You,’’ with Dennis Morgan and 
Eleanor Parker, was being shown 
in the theatres while the year came 
to a close. 


1945 


January - E. W. Hitchcock was 
elected president of the Town 
Club, succeeding Roger Robbins. 
Mrs. George T. Keyes, Jr. was 
elected president of the District 
Nurses Association. The Prescott 
Grange celebrated its 70th birth- 
day as the new year began. 
Donuts were selling for 5 cents, 
oranges for 49 cents a dozen, tripe 
at 30 cents a pound and fancy 
fowl for 41 cents a pound as the 
first month of the new year came 
to an end. 

February - Bus service from 

Fitchburg to Pepperell ended until 
after the war due to critical shor- 
tages of heavy duty tires and 
equipment, parts and manpower. 
Bedroom sets were selling for 
$109. 
_ Emie Pyle reported that the 
Navy had landed troops in Sicily 
according to plan. You could see 
“Here Comes the Waves,’’ with 
Bing Crosby, Sonny Tufts and 
Bette Hutton at the movies. Six 
Pepperell men passed their army 
exams, Eugene Reese, Harold 
Toomey, Robert Bachelder, Paul 
Maynard, Harry Holt and Burton 
Lynde. 

John Cullinan received the 
caucus nomination for town clerk 
and a $3,000 blaze destroyed the 
William Read home on Oak Hill. 
$137,500 was appropriated at 
4 meeting by a mere 130 peo- 
ple. 

March - Mrs. Aethra Woodin 
closed the Ethyl’s Shoppe in 
Railroad Square which she had 
operated since 1937. Four Pep- 
perell people were injured when a 
B&M Bus went out of control and 
crashed into a tree on the road 
from Nashua to Pepperell. Hat- 
chifig eggs were wanted by LF. 
Sanborn. Mrs. Harry Elliott of 
Mill Street was reported hit by a 
car. 

Robert Yeutter, a foreman at 
the Nashua River Paper Co. for 
the past 18 years, bought the 
Allison Hardware Store on Main 
Street and Pepperell was well rep- 
resented in the capacity audience 


’ 
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Victory ushers in a new era 


V for Victory...Bemis gets the highest award during wartime for above and beyond war contract requirements. 


that witnessed Beacon Ebony 
Minstrels at Prescott Hall. 
Soloists included Al Tassinari, 
Eugene Morrill, John Reagan, 
Walter O’Neil, Theodore Palmer, 
James Chase as well as Andrew 
Anderson and Elliot Blood Jr., 
among others. Egg tossing by 
Endman Andy Blood spattered 
and added greatly to the show, it 
was reported. 


Chief of Police Marshall 
Murray and Fire Chief Waldo F. 
Parker warned motorists who 
chased fire trucks that they would 
be stopped and arrested. Central 
Grain Co. announced the purchase 
of Pepperell Grain Co., managed 
by George C. Howe for 20 years 
until his death that week. Emie 
Pyle’s column continued to ap- 
pear with news from the war in 
the Pacific. 

Yeutters Hardware in the 
Tarbell Block announced its open- 
ing. The month ended on a sad 
note with news that Pvt. Arthur 
Greenwood of Mason Street was a 
Prisoner of War in Germany. 

April - More sad news as the 
month began with Pres. Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, the 31st presi- 
dent of the U.S., reported to have 
died in Warm Springs, Georgia. 
He fainted while having his por- 
trait painted and never regained 
consciousness. 

Peter Marr and Aldo Tassinari 
were appointed to the police 
force. Ernie Pyle reported that the 
Marines had landed on Okinawa. 
Harry S. Truman succeeded 
Roosevelt as the 32nd president of 
the United States. ‘National 
Velvet’’ with Mickey Rooney and 
Elizabeth Taylor was shown at the 
movies. 

May - Harold Glow reported 
the loss of a flat-bottomed fishing 
boat on the Nissitissitt River and 
P.C. Murray said he had a line on 
the guilty parties and promised to 
take action. 

Under the direction of Walter 
(Bowse) Crowley, Pepperell 
planned to field a baseball team in 
the newly organized County 
League. Bemis Company was ask- 
ing people to ‘‘avenge Pearl Har- 
bor’ by buying bonds and taking 
a war job with Bemis. Brownout 
restrictions were lifted on V-E 
Day. A Special Town Meeting 
announced for June to vote a sum 
of $1,500 to establish a system to 
have garbage and rubbish collec- 
tion. Selectmen considered the 
advisability of making police 
work a full time job for men; 
Richard Tumpney became a 
regular officer, Dan Haggerty, 
former chief, was appointed to the 
force. 

A tax rate of $30 per thousand 
was announced, a $2.60 cent jump 
from the previous year as the town 
headed into June. 

June - Fire completely 
destroyed the barn at the Milton 
Spaulding property on Willow 
Street. $31,775 in Bonds were 
sold in the town. Charles Maynard 
sold his Red and White Store to 
Anthony J. Stewart of Melrose. 

Voters approved a rubbish and 
garbage disposal system. The 50th 
reunion of the Class of 1895 Pep- 
perell High School was held. 
Daniel Haggerty was to assume 
the duties of night patrolman. The 
Oak Hill Improvement Society 
held a Festival at the Oak Hill 
Hall. Theodore Hannula of 
Lunenburg was awarded the con- 
tract for garbage and rubbish col- 
lection at $1500 for a one year 
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contract. The high school was 
listed as an approved school with 
New England College Admissions 
Board. 

July - Elgin Grenache’s cow 
visited the Ideal House as a pre 
4th of July prank, a quiet night 
before the fourth was marred with 
a fire at the triangle in front of the 
Bee-Hive on Groton Street, a one 
story shed owned by Orin 
Williams set by some pranksters. 

John Wayne was appearing in 
“Back to Bataan.’’ The tax rate 
was set at $32.40 per thousand. 
The Personality Beauty Salon on 
Main Street advertised they 
specialized in cold waves from 
$15 to $20. A track meet at the 
playground saw Paul Markham 
take first place for the boys in the 
dash and Betty Ann Comelius for 
the girls. 

Fitchburg and Leominster 
Street Railway announced bus 
service to Pepperell. Alice Foy, 
second \grade:teacher at the:Shat- 
tuck School, tendered her resigna- 
tion. Joe Sullivan pitched a no 
hitter against a Groton team. 

August - Pepperell’s Victory 
celebration started within seconds 
of the 7 o’clock radio announce- 
ment. An effigy of Hirohito, pro- 
duced by Matt Colbert and Hally 
Pillsbury, was erected on the 
tailroad tracks. 

Robert J. Aubuchon of Fit- 
chburg rented space in the 
Lawrence Block and planned to 
open a retail hardware and spor- 
ting goods store, it was formerly 
occupied by Leroy A Shattuck’s 
market. Back to school clothes 
were advertised with sweaters 
only $3.98 and blazers $12.98. 
Bette Davis was starred in the 
“The Com is Green.” It was an- 
nounced that Pepperell youngsters 
would have their pictures taken 
free of charge and placed in the 
paper. The month ended with 572 
students enrolling in the Pepperell 
school system. 

September - Lieutenant John 
W. Kemp and wife Doris arrived 
from Arizona and he expected to 
be discharged at Fort Devens. 78 
local children had their pictures 
taken for the newspaper. Everett 
Ham of Main Street received his 
discharge. Bus service began in 
Pepperell. Bemis was still looking 
for workers. Paul Taylor and 
Charles McGraw were appointed 
co-chairmen of the National War 
Fund Drive at the end of the mon- 
th. 
October - Pepperell was slated 
for a new post office with $85,000 
being appropriated but still the 
needed for authorization from the 
Congress. 

John Goodwin of Chase 
Avenue re-enlisted in the Army. 
Theodore Day’s bam on Oak Hill 
was destroyed by fire and also 
some farm animals with $4,000 in 
loss of stock and large library. 
“Anchors Aweigh”? was showing 
at the movies with Frank Sinatra, 
Kathryn Grayson and Gene Kelly. 
Three World War II veterans were 
elected to American Legion of- 
fices. Charles J. Smith, manager 
of the local A&P, was installed as 
Commander, Raymond J. Hart, 
Finance Officer and Albert 
Stratton as Chaplain. 

The New England Fox Hunters 
Association were to hold their fall 
hunt in Pepperell, the first since 
1941. Guy Murchie’s Apple Hill 
Farm on Mt. Lebanon Street 
would be the headquarters for 
hunters. Master of the Hounds 


would be Joe Tierney. 

Green’s Taylor Shop in 
Railroad Square offered all wool 
suits for men and boys at $19.75. 
Lewis Caldwell advertised storm 
sash, weather stripping, insulation 
and window chalking in prepara- 
tion for winter. Thomas Moore, 
John Gagnon and Norman Paradis 
met in the Phillipines. Lieuteant 
A. Dudley Bagley, USN received 


his discharge just before 
November came on the scene. 


November - Halloween was 
reported the quietest on record for 
Pepperell. A petition was being 
circulated in an effort to have Dr. 
Oscar Crocker released from his 
Amny duties so he could return to 
his private practice. The papers 
advertised the ‘‘Invisible and In- 
vincible,’’ the combination that 
means The Shadow, radio’s 
master of mystery, thrills and 
chills on Sundays at 5 p.m. 
Yankee'Network in New England. 
Moviegoers could see ‘‘State 
Fair’ with Dana Andrews and 
Jeanne Crain. The Red and White 
had tomato soup, three cans for 29 
cents. Many citizens were ques- 
tioning the closing of the A&P 
and First National at 6 p.m on 
Saturday. Pepperell home owned 
stores reported they would stay 
open. 


Harry Dow of Cottage Street 
escaped death when he fell from 
the top of the tower at the Foster 
Street engine house. Amos 
Mahony, an Air Force veteran, 
received his discharge. John F. 
Ambrosini, USN, was reported a 
member of the USS Hancock that 
set records in the Pacific. 

Police Officer Albert R. Moody 
was reported severely beaten in a 
fight at the Hotel Prescott. Police 
Chief Marshall Murray resigned 
and Harold C. King assumed his 
duties. 

Ted Landry, discharged from 
the Marine Corps, announced the 
Te-opening of his bowling alley. A 
Pepperell Post of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars was in the process 
of being formed. Instruction for 
forming the post were received by 
Chairman of the Organizational 
Committee, Hugh Murphy and the 
post would be #3291. The first big 
snow of winter dropped 4 inches 
on the town with snow still falling 
at the time of the report. 


December - The Police Force 
had three full time officers, B. 
George Johnson of Shirley and 
Albert R. Moody were two of 
those officers. DuPaw’s advertis- 
ed Waterman Fountain Pens as 
Christmas presents at a cost of $5. 
Pictures of Pepperell’s future 
citizens began appearing on the 
front page of the Times. Charles 
Robbins was discharged from the 
Marine Corps. Ray Newell 
resigned as Collector of Taxes 
after 15 years due to his poultry 
business taking up more and more 
of his time. The town dug out 
from a foot of snow. 

“The Bells of St. Mary’’ with 
Bing Crosby and Ingrid Bergman 
was a favorite for moviegoers, 
Cpt. Dexter Appleford returns 
from Germany and his job at the 
Free Press office. Rupert Blood 
resigned as town accountant after 
serving the town since 1939. 
Carlton Bumey, principal of the 
Shattuck School, would be taking 
over his duties. 


A big thank you to the Bemis Bag Company in their help with 
Photographs for this anniversary edition. : 
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Welcome to Fieldstone Farmi.... 


Littleton’s agricultural past has been revived at 
Fieldstone Farm. Its 3.5-acre site dates back to at 
least 1830, when it was part of the former John A. 
Kimball farm. Today it is once again a functioning 
family farm, highlighted by a modern full-service 
farm market. 

Our goal is to provide the highest quality 
agricultural products available to the community 
and the region in a unique shopping environment. 
We are proud to offer you hand-picked produce, 
grown on our 150 acres of fields and orchards 

in Littleton and Concord, some from other local 
farms, and even special items from around the 
world. 


Like the Kimball farm of yesteryear, today’s 
Fieldstone Farm is a family-run business. Purchased 
in 1989 by F. David von Jess of Acton, the site has 
been carefully designed for your enjoyment and con- 
venience. Many of the eleven von Jess brothers and 
sisters, their families, and their support staff run the 
operation with tireless dedication to ensure your satisfaction. 
Of course, as part of the restoration effort we 

have made a few improvements! For example, the 
main building -- used in years past as a cow barn 
and squash storage area -- has been completely 
restored and enhanced to become the majestic 
centerpiece of today’s modern specialty market. This 
mammoth and veteran structure contains unique 
architectural features that we hope will help to make 
your visits to Fieldstone Farm a series of pleasant 


Come to Fieldstone Farm... the ambience 


of an old general store, the warmth of 


old fashioned courtesy and hospitality! 


discoveries, 

There’s something for everyone to see and do at 
Fieldstone Farm: Rediscover the charm of the expos- 
ed old timber barn frame as you browse and select 
the area's finest produce, plus select gourmet foods... 
Experience personalized service as you taste-test free 
samples of varied offerings... Relax in the 
spaciousness of 36-foot-high vaulted ceilings as you 
seek out our advertised “Weekly Specials” and sur- 
prise “Specials of the Day”’... Enjoy the massive 
stone fireplace and chimney as you select locally- 
grown apples and other offerings in our unique, 
walk-in refrigerated fruit cellar, coolers, and other 

displays. And please visit the greenhouse for the best 


in flowers and other seasonal plantings. 

While you're shopping, the children can enjoy our 
“Barnyard Friends” -- goats, sheep, geese, and 
chickens. So don’t forget your camera! 

The unique wishing well and waterfall, located on 
the front porch, tempts well-wishers to part from 
their coins... and for a good cause. All proceeds are 
donated to the Spinal Cord Association and other 
worthy charities. 

Are you ready for a special taste treat? Select from 
the mouth- watering assortment of Fieldstone Farm 
custom-prepared foods and salads put up by our 
very own chef, complete with complimentary salad 
dressings and condiments. Or try our fresh baked 
goods, pies, cookies, bagels, specialty breads and 


more. 


952-2600 


Monday-Saturday 9:30-7 
Sunday 9:30-6 


Route 2A/110 Littleton, Exit 30 west off Route 495° 
Just down the road a piece, 1 mile on your right. 


